
Fall is usuallv my 2no favorite season, topped only by spring. The vibrant colors, the crisp 

air, and the church full of laughter and voices of youth stimulate me for all the planning and 

executing of learning and youth programming. This year, fall is more "damping" with all the 

rain, the flu threat and the never ending list of things to do. It seems to be a discouraging 

fall. 

I know that our youth are being discouraged as \Ne cancel the Romans and Christians due to 

rain; we are unable to provide service to others due to the flu virus or ! seem too busy with 

details to spend time ha-rlfjing out with and planning activities that they want. I see the 

discouragement in the Learning and Young People's Ministries as they struggle to plan the 

activities and fee! the added workload to their already busy life. I myself become 

discouraged as ! face the possibility of having to cancel activities due to lack of adult 

guidance It has actually been questioned by the Ministries if we should not pian extra 

activities for our youth as they have busy schedules . .At the same time I have youth asking 

for activities. 10th grade youth are already asking weekly about plans for a mission/service 

trip this summer. 

·How do we do it? I become overwhelmed. I become discouraged. 

Do we want our youth to believe that God is another busy activity in their life? Do we want 

our youth to believe that the only important activities in their lives are the activities which 

result in recognition, rewarded instantly or those activities that gives us "points". Do we 

want our youth to believe that they must have a shelf full of rewards or a book full of points 

to be "someone"? Do we. W.3.nt our youth to be too busy to abide in the Lord. 

Some days, encouragement is found in the notes or emails that I may receive about the fun 

events "Rally day", ::Prayer Partner Supper" and service events. Some days this is not enough. 

I seek encouragement in the Bible. Of all places I find the encouragement in Nehemiah 1: 1­

14. Stressing verse 4: 14 "As I looked over the situation, I cailed together the leaders and the 

people and said to them, "Don't be afraid of the enemy! Remember the Lord, who is great 

and glorious, and fight for your friends, your families and your homes", Is that not we are 

doing, fighting for our families, our friends, our homes? Is that not why you go to church? 

Our task seems daunting, very tiring. The cure for fatigue and discouragement is focusing 

on God's purpose for our church, for our families and for our children. 

As Nehemiah, i cail together parents and members of Grace, "Don't be afraid of our 

enemies, our busyness, the flu, the rain. Don't be discouraged but fight for our families and 

homes and children! Don't wait until you are called, Call a ministry melYlber and ask, "How 

can I help" We need a.dults to step up to the challenge of guiding our youth. 

Have a God blessed day 

Pam 



UNDY SUNDAY 
Bring your donation 

of prepackaged
 
socks and/or tlnderwear
 

on
 

Sunday 
November 22nd 

All donations benefit the efforts of the SHARE program,
 
Rock County's Christmas distribution prograrn.
 

\I 

/'''!eeting the needs of Roc/( County families 
for the past 25 years. " 

ONE WARM COAT PR JEer 
SHARE, Rock County's Christmas distribution program and ATLAS for Life are 
partnering to host the ONE WARM COAT PRO...IECT by col!ectlng new and/or 
clean, reusable coats. Coats of all shapes and sizes are welcome (children's 
coats are especially needed). Drop off your clean, reusable coats at ATLAS for 
Life, 201 E. Main Street, 2nd Floor (elevator available), Luverne, on Wednesdays 
8am··5pm through Nov. 11 th or Saturday, November 7th 

, 2009 gam-noon. 
People will be there to assist you. Coats can a!so be brought to the !_uverne 
Elementary School through October 30 th 

. Contact persons: Wanda Jarchow, 
SHARE Board Member, 283.9664 or Lisa Dinger at the school, 283.4497. 



Synopsis of Secretary's Minutes for October, 2009 
parish Planni"!L.gJ.;()un9.LM~'£tiilp,,-October 131..2009 ~! 6: 55p".m.
 
Present: Dave Iverson, Cary Radizewitz, CheryllvIahaffay, Mike Shacht, Pastor Gloria Anderson, Pr. Nita
 
Harberts, Pam Dobson, Carole Ryden, Eldon Kruger, Paula Lammert, JeffHanquist, Mary Akkerman and Teni
 
Ebert. Absent: Amy Petersen.
 

//} Next month Music/Worship & Parish Care assist at Communion and Finance has PPC devotions. 
.. Treasurer, Mike S., reported that we are $406 ahead of income for the month and $33,534 short for the 

year with a checkbook balance of$2.36. Red Catch-Up Envelope offerings are $400 so far. 
" Pastor Gloria reported: lunch and dialogue with Methoaist Bishop Sally Dick, 31d grade sl1Jdenr/parent 

orientation, Crop Walk, Communion Services at MJB/Poplar Creek/Veterans' Home, 10 confirmand conferences 
anc! 20 pastoral visits/home communions in the month. 

" Pastor l-JIla reported: 5 hospltal visits. visits with a family of a three-year old and a third grade fami.ly plus 
WINGS Ministrv work in the 111c>l:.t11. 

(> T• l am reporte : $lLJ protlt on L UL 111 sa es, gra ers '0 OJI retreat, ,- Ii grac,ers gomg to t 1e• d"' -'00 - P +'f' 16th d Ok b .. 3S 6th "th 1 . I 

Youth Gathering in WiilrnZlr. Prayer Partner dinner was a huge success with 120 people attending. Two 
confirmation guides are needed in December. A Mother-!Daughter banquet for the high school girls was poorly 
attcnded by Grace. 

" Cmole reporting for Evangelism: a new member reception at noon on November 8. 
0> Mary reporting for Parish Care: there is an opening on Parish Care due to a resignation. 

M;ul1 Topic was response to 'ITF ITcQnnnendations. 
• 1'iIinistries & Pastor staffing were discussed and recommended to the congregation for approval. 

Jeff Hartquist gave devotions. $32 was coneeted in praise dollars and lvIinistry meetings were held. 
!=xecutive Ministrv 1V1setillg - Ot'tober 18, 2009 at 9:30a.m. 
Present: Dave I.. Cary R., Cheryl :VT., 1vrike S., Pastor Gloria and Pastor l'iita. 

.. Adult education was clarified as patt of Stewardship ;\linistry. Janitorial and music concepts were 
appro\wi. 

" The Annual \lceting will be held at 10:30 on Sunday, :\'o'iember 15. 'dike IS alTanging for the lasagna 
dl!lner. 

.. Pastor Jerf Engholm, Synod Minister will be at Grace to preach and conduct [CmlmS after oOlh worship 
services OIl Sunday, November 1". He will meet with the Call Committee over lunch that afternoon. 
Pari2h PlaniliI~g Council M~g additional session - October 21, 2009 at 8:05p.m. 
Present: Dave L Cheryl M .. \JTike S., Pastor Gloria. Pastor Nita, Pam D .. Carol R., Eldon K., Tcni E., Paula L., 
Lcs ~\'lahaffay and Curt Bioemendaai. Amy P., JeffH. and \iIary A. \\ere 2bsent. 

.. Pr Cilcria shared ["ith in Action stories from the ELCA. As bulletll11DscTts, these could help people 
understand that qo';() of their offerings arc used here at home at Grace. The 10'0 that is sent on to the synod goes 
to ail mission support, which includes missionaries abroad, campus ministry and comes back to local 
congregations in the form of grants, services and resources, 

., Pr. Gloria also shared a release from the genera] secretary of Lutheran World Federation, The Rev. Ishmael 
Kook, in which he said, " .. ' \ve calillot use our hands to tear apart God's costly work... the Church is the Body of 
Christ, a creature of the gospel and, therefore, not ours to dismember." This was ill response to some Lutheran 
Churches discllssing leaving the ELCA. 

The~;e two pieces led to a healthy discussion about bound conscience and related issues. Th.ere is a need for 
more discussion and sharing within Grace. We were reminded again to bear one another's burdens. 

.. The TTF recommendations regarding office staffing, job descriptions, education, music, janitors, oversight 
and the reestablishment of a Staff Relations concept were discussed and recommended for congregation approval. 

" Continued Visioning, upon call of a settled pastor, was recommended to the congregation for approval. 
III P:m18 will be on the nominating committee being chaired by Cary. 3 congregation members are needed. 

We adjoumed at 10 10 with The Lord's Prayer. 
!"xeCJ~"'1inl§lLv Meeting - SeRJember 2~, 2009 at 10:10 p.m. 
Present: Dave 1, Chery! Nt, Mike S, Pr. Gloria, Pr. Nita and Paula 1,. (finance chair) Absent: Cary R. 

" l'r. 1,) ita's compensation \\'as adjusted for the extra time above her contracted 25 hours per week. She 
developed a WINGS cUITicult.tEl and put the books together. 

III The congregation needs to KUO\V what work cannot be accomplished with only].5 pastors. 
Adjournment at lO:45p.m. 

All ofthe above are iespcctful1y submitted, Cheryl Mahaffay, Secretary 
Complete Minutes are available in the church office or from Cheryl Mahaffay, Congregational Secretary 



WHAT I-fAS SHARE MEANT TO YOU AND YOUR 

FA.MILV? WE WOULD lOVE TO HEAR FROM yOU• 

..-,,---~.~-_._-,-----------------------,-...,.,.~----
_ __ i'l!._1<r<""'_ ..-_ .. '" ..... 

,---_.._-" -" 
_~ ...... • 'l' ,,", "'~"' ... .....,~ '" .,..,... 

SHARING HEARTS ARE REACHING EVERYONE 

SHARE, Inc. is a program whose purpose is to 
administer, by means of volunteers, the collection of 
donations and distribution of Christmas gifts and food to 
persons in Rock County. 

2009 is the 25th year SHARE has been in operation. 
SHARE was incorporated in 1988, and is a non-profit 
organization. All funds and gifts are received through 
voluntary donations. The officers and board members 
of SHARE are volunteers. 

In 2008 SHARE provided 205 family units, consisting of 
334 adults and 265 children, with groceries, clothing and 
toys. An undetermined number of persons obtained 
clothing and other items from the donated used and new 
tables. 

SHARE has been a successful program due to 
donations received from churches,. individuals, 
organizations, and businesses in Rock County. The 
donations have been cash, food, toys, clothing, and 
household items. 

Sharkee's has provided free use of their facility for 
collection and distribution. 

H RING
 

HE RTS
 

E
 
EACHING
 

EVERYONE
 

With the Holiday Season almost upon us, NOW 
is the time to make a difference in the lives of 

families in Rock County. 



I 
Items Needed: New and Used Clothing (only 

Seasonal items please), Toys, Hats, Mittens, 
Sheets, Towels, Socks, Underwear, 
HY~Jiene Products (soap, toothpaste, 
shampoo, deodorant) and Household Items. 

~/	 Prior approval is required for donations of large 
household items or large appliances. 

Collection of donations:
 
Drop off items at Sharkee's during
 
Vvednesday, December 2nd, 8:00 a.m. " 8:00 p.m.
 
Thursday, December 3rd, 8:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
 

Cash Donations:
 
Mail to SHARE, PO Box 792, Luverne, MN 56156
 

Distribution:
 
Sharkee's, December 4th
 
10:30 to 12:00 p.m. 

"k' Chrl'-'S 
ores- CO"" 

SHARE 
PO Box 792, Luverne, MN 56156 
For information cal!: 227·9282 or 283..9843 

[f§]~CEiVE FROM ,SHA~E': . 
._.::l"'~~~, mil ,~"""'1 ~ I, .•itlW'Wlll!~~ _ Jf 

Due November 25 
Please complete and return the following information. SHARE 
cannot guarantee that requests received after November 25th 
will be honored, For Rock County Residents only. 

Name:
 
Address:
 

county of Residence: .__._~_._.	 ~ 

Telephone: _	 .._ 
If no phone, please provide the number of a friend or relative. 

Our Family is in need of:
 
DGroceries OClothing DTays
 
OMea! tickets for Senior Dining OHoma Delivered Meals
 
DOther_.___
 M _. _	 _ 

Number of Household Members _
 
Household Information:
 
~fl-x Age __ .. •__~$ • __ Items ._
 

-_._--	 ----------_. 

---_._---- ..-------_._------­
- --._------------------ ­

- If chiid'fen have 'sPecial needs or7ni;;;S~--­

Toys will be purchased for children age 0-12. Infants will receive either a 
clothing item or a bag of diapers. 

If unable to pick up items during distribution time, other arrangements 
must be made by calling one of the telephone numbers above. 



November 2009 
-----_.~-~~~---------------.......------------ ­

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
\"---,1''11.......
 I··l4 I 5 1.6 71Synod Minister 12 3 

I 
Jeff Engholm hen' ,1'>J Staff Meel.ing I 7:00 Men's Study 8:30 DayofCoing I_, II 9:00 Bible Study 
8: 1J Wor/Col'11m , 3:20 WINGS 1:30 BIble Study
 
l):15 Coffee I 4:00 TeJcC:lsl Cll,
 Stampers 

6:45 Gr 6-9 Cont' I 
l) 30 SS School 
9: 15 Yg Peoples Min I Kno!ogy 

7:00 Chal'ceJ Choir
 
li,JO Forum I 740 f'c11oes
 8:00 Worship , 530 Worship I 
iO:-i:'\Vor/CpITlnl .. Pbr;:11ng \ 4:30 Book Study Tckcas~ Ch 3 

i ! I1--- --- -~-I---_-_~- ----~--~ 

11 13 14 
7',00 Men's Study 0:30 Naolni Circle 1 I 

I ')15CoITec 
:,9:30 SS & Adult Sty 4:00 Tckcast Ch, 

I~ '1%·""0 ?uo Bible S"'Oy I :2,,"IT M,";r, 

200 GLCW Ex Del 320 \VINGS 2:000Lew 
I 10:45 Worship Knology
 

Noon New fVlcmber
 6:45 Parish Plan­ 6:45 Gr 6-9 CIJllt' 4:30 Book Study
 
Reception
 630 Vibc;, ning 7:00 Chance! Choir 

7:40 Echoes Council 
600 Tel",,, Ch 3 5,30 Wr,lCrmm I 

8'00 Ministries 
Knolog,_V -'- ~ 

l-i5~---TJ-6----G 7 ' 18 
I19 121 
i 

1 8 I ~ [(QAD ' !J DO B'llie StuD, 1900 Sl'lffllleetmg I 7:00 Men's Study 
I (ICClild, dl 8:15 Lay Visitors CIRCLES I I~ 00 TeLecast C11 I Ii 

I No Sunday SChOD! Knolog~' I I 3:20 WINGS , I
I ! 1:30 Bible Study" I II, 

9 30 Worsillp/Coll1l11 i (dO Vibes Stampers 6:45 Gr !)-9 Con!'
 
I 10:30 Annual I 'lAO hhoes' 7:00 Chance! Clcci,- 4:30 Book Study I
 5:30 Worship 
I i\leeting I GRACE NOTES ' I 6:00 Telecast Ch J 

i i 145 Catele~I::~j D~~~~\LJ~~ l J
II 

Knology

122"-- 125 26 -------r27 -- --/28---11 23 1 24 
! 8: 15 Worship 9:00 Bible Study I 9:00 Staff ivIeetj"g , lei') \len's Study f llanksglYmg Day I I I 

'I' 9:15 Coffee' I:OOTJ:anksgi\'!ng i II', 

9:30 SS & Adult Sty Baskets 1:.10 :--UB Comm 9:00 Asse:-nble Office Closed II, . 

10:45 Worship I 2:30 Pop Cr Cornm GR..4CE >JOTtS I 
4:00 Telecast Ch, 3 I 3:30 Vm Comm I' I 

7:00 Ecumenical I KnoL,gy i :'/0 WINGS, Choll , ,I 
" lhanksgl\'lI1g\\Jl : I 7 3C!~lal)!MaJthd I 01 Col'f'i:matlc:l I 

Ii 

6001eleeastCh 3 530WOlShip 

'I (Zif Luveille I 6 3U Vibes I Cnck i I Kno]'Jgy j ___ 
Presbytedan i I ~ I I 

I---------:...-----I----'------~;--------1-------:------- -~ 
129 130 I: i I 

, 8: IS Worship 9110 B,ble Study I II 9: 15 Coffee 
Ii, 

, 
'I 

ii 9:30 5S & Adull Sty 4:(]O Telecast Ch, I I 

10:45 Worship Kno]ngy 
I ' 

'i 

I ~ i ~ St Francis (dO V:iJe, I I I II -, -' How'l' 74(1 Echoes ' I
I . " I I ,I 

l __, ~__~__ 1 1__ J L_,__,__.._!L .._~ 




