Worship Leader Pastor Jeff Backer

Worship Assistant Terri Ebert

Acolytes Eli Kinsinger, Phillip Rolfs

Communion Assistants Lynn Remme, Amber Davis,
Debbie Halverson, Kim Schmidt, 2 OPEN
Sanctuary Greeters Amber and Tricia Davis
GLOW Greeters Ella Apel, Mary Dahl

Ushers Dale & Patti Nelson, 2 OPEN

Youth Usher Mary Dahl

Media Matt Wagner, Lucas Peters, Jen Bose
Worship Team Claire Johnson, Jordan Degerness,
Ben Jacobsma, Sue Sandbulte, Erika Bierman

2026 offering envelopes are available.
Please pick them up in the church office.

Attendance

Wed, Dec 24th at 3:00 pm = 266
Wed, Dec 24th at 5:30 pm = 336
Sun, Dec 28th at 9:00 am = 43

E Last Week’s Gifts to Grace

1
1
General Fund=$ 16,151 i
1 Youth =$ 10
1
1
1

| Building =$ 15050 Scan the QR code
1 Memorial =$ 3,000 for Online Giving

Grace Lutheran Church

Luverne, MN

2nd Sunday of Christmas
9am, Sunday, January 4, 2026
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CARE AND CONNECTION
SEFSH- Lot

Joinus in this journey of faith and
connection, where each person is
cherished, and every story is celebrated.
Together, let's continue to create a
community where warmth and compassion
are the norm, and everyone is empowered
to stand strong in the light of God's love.

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N Kniss Ave, PO Box 624
Luverne, MN 56156

Phone 507-283-4431
Website www.graceluverne.org
Email office@graceluverne.org

Carrie Overgaarcl
Care ancl Connection Coordinator

ca m’eovergaa rcl@yahoo. com

507-220-1073

LinkTree https://linkir.ee/graceluv

CELEBRATION & SUPPORT

Marketing life events and providing
the congregation’s presence,
encouragement and care during
significant moments.

CARE & COMPASSION

Actively showing love, kindness and
practical help to others.

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Equipping people to thrive
physically, mentally and
emotionally.

GOLDEN CONNECTION

Golden Connections is about
building meaningful relationships,
providing care, and honoring the
lives and wisdom of the elderly.

SPIRITUAL

Guiding people to grow in their
faith and integrate faith into their
everyday life through
congregational support while
building a spiritually connected
community.

\X/e invite you to

GNE LOVE to Lle[p others
STAND STRONG?



WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

Prayer of the Day

Sharing of the Peace

Gathering Song “Here | Am to Worship”

Children’s Message “We Are Marching in the Light of God”

Readings Ephesians 1:3-24 and Psalm 147:12-20

Gospel Acclamation “Let Our Gladness Have No End”
ELW 291 vs 4

Gospel Reading John 1:1-18

Sermon Pastor Jeff Backer

Song of the Day “God Whose Almighty Word” ELW 673 vs 1-4

Apostle’s Creed

Prayers of Intercession

Offering/Offering Music

Offertory Song “In the Bleak Midwinter” ELW 294 vs 3

Offering Prayer

Words of Institution/The Lord’s Prayer

Invitation to the Table

Communion Distribution Songs “What a Beautiful Name”
and “Holy Child Within the Manger” WOV 638 vs 1-3

Post-Communion Prayer

Connect & Serve

Temple Talk

Blessing

Sending Song “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”
ELW 843 vs 1-3

Postlude

\ The LIVESTREAM of today’s service
Is in loving memory of

Elmer and Jeff Menage

from Karen and Family

This Week at Grace
Sunday January 4 < )
9:00 AM Worship w/Communion \ J

10:00 AM FIREFLIES & SPARK KIDS GRACE

10:15 AM LITTLE LIGHTS

Monday January 5

2:30 PM CYF Staff Meeting

4:30 PM Worship on Luverne’s local TV channel
Tuesday January 6

9:00 AM Staff meeting

9—11 AM Taking down Christmas trees

Wednesday January 7

7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study

9—11 AM Taking down Christmas trees

1:00 PM Priscilla/Elizabeth Circle in the Fireside Room
5:45 PM Supper

6:30 PM IGNITE

7:00 PM GLOW

7:00 PM AFFIRM

Thursday January 8

8:30 AM Missions In Action in Fellowship Hall

9—11 AM Taking down Christmas trees

Parish Care Ministry sponsoring Half-price Meals at Generations
Friday January 9

10:00 AM Worship on Luverne’s local TV channel
Saturday January 10

No activities

Sunday January 11

9:00 AM Worship w/Communion & Anniv of Baptism Milestone
10:00 AM Fellowship Brunch in Fellowship Hall

10:00 AM FIREFLIES & SPARK KIDS

10:15 AM LITTLE LIGHTS

10:20 AM 5th-Grade Communion Class in Fireside Room
DEADLINE for forms to worship at St. Dysmas

6:00 PM Executive Ministry in Fireside Room




GRACE SERVES IN

Plogisy

ANNVILLE, KY
MARCH 7-13, 2026

$450/PERSON
PLUS TRANSPORTATION

Sign up by December 31st

Our January planning meetings for Grace’s 75th Anniversary are:

Wednesday, Jan 14th, at 6:15 pm
~ m] &

) Wednesday, Jan 28th, at 6:15 pm

Janice Schei

Mikayla Kunerth, a friend of the Meester family

Angie Martin, Donna Dahlen’s daughter

Tom Smith, Joel Smith's brother ]{e%'%es
Joyce Oldre

Ramona Olsen, wife of the late Pastor Norm Olsen who
served at Grace 1973-1981
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Pastor Sarah will be available for drop-in hours on Tues, Jan 6th,
11am-3pm and Wed, Jan 7th, 1-4pm. She is available at other times by
appointment. The best way to reach her to set up a time is by emailing:

pastor.zender@graceluverne.org

If you or someone you know is in need of a pastor visit or communion
visit, such as in the case of hospitalization, hospice, or other urgent
situation, please contact the office and Pastor Sarah will reach out
to set up a time.

TODAY, Jan 4th after worship we could use assistance with
taking down altar trees.

Jan 6th, 7th & 8th (9:00—11:00 am each day)

We will be taking down and packing up the Christmas trees and
the seasonal decorations. If you can help with this, it would be
greatly appreciated. Thank you!

| Menu:
#g
W;Q/\)u/y/(%tf W Wgﬁw(’ @V(m/@ﬁ Biscuits & Gravy
. SUNDAY, JANUARYTl ceg Bake

FELLOWSHIP HALL Fresh Fruit

Muffins




AMAZING
GRAYS

Tuesday, Jan 13
9:30 am Coffee and donuts

10:00 am Program:
Mayor Pat Baustian
City of Luverne Updates

GET TO KNOW
GRACE MEETING

sun, jan 18
fireside room | 10am

NEW
MEMBER
SUNDAY

sun, jan 25| 9am

St. Dysmas
hope beyond bars
Come worship at the
South Dakota State Penitentiary

February 12, 2026 at 7:30pm
leave Grace Lutheran at 5:15pm

Please fill out a background check form by January 11"
and return to the office if you plan to attend

PASTRIES &

SUN, JAN 18

Grace Kids are invited to wear
their PJ's to church and enjoy
a sweet treat after worship!
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Starting January 5th, the church will be available

to those members who are interested in

® Monday—Friday, 9am—3pm,
/ t ) o
walking INSIDE this winter.

Thank you to everyone who donated food for the
Holiday Meal Kits!

We were able to assemble 55 meal kits and deliver
them to our local food shelf. Thanks to all the youth
who helped decorate bags, pack the food and
deliver. Everyone’s help was greatly appreciated.

Evangelism Ministry




