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Grace Lutheran Church 

500 N Kniss Ave, PO Box 624 

Luverne, MN  56156 
 

Phone 507-283-4431                         

Website  www.graceluverne.org                  

Email  office@graceluverne.org 

LinkTree https://linktr.ee/graceluv 

Last Week’s Gifts to Grace 
 

General Fund = $      5,360 

Youth   = $           25 

Building  = $      50 

Attendance 
 

Sun, Nov 30 = 131 

 

Worship Leader  Pastor Sarah Zender 

Worship Assistant Terri Ebert 

Acolytes Eli Kinsinger, Nick Bose 

Communion Assistants Marlene Kopp, Terri Ebert,                       

Patti Nelson, Kim & Maggie Schmidt, Jason Phelps 

GLOW Greeters Julia Beyer, Allison Beyer 

Sanctuary Greeters Becky Gonnerman, Elaine Hansen 

Ushers Rhonna Jarchow, Lona Klosterbuer,                              

Suanne Ohme, Gary Overgaard 

Youth Usher Lucy Bose 

Media Matt Wagner, Lucas Peters, Reva Sehr 

Worship Team Kira Degerness, Sue Sandbulte,                                 

Erika Bierman, Ben Jacobsma 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Second Sunday of Advent 
9am, Sunday, Dec 7th, 2025 

2026 offering envelopes are now available.                                 

They are on the table in the east entryway.   



Welcome to Worship! 
 Prelude 
 Welcome  
 First Grade Milestone 
 Confession and Forgiveness 
 Prayer of the Day  
 Sharing of the Peace 
 Gathering Song “Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory”  ELW 561 vs 1-3 
 Advent Candle Lighting  
  “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” ELW 240 vs 2  

Children’s Message “He Came Down” ELW 253 
 Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10  
 Psalm 72 (response printed in bulletin) 
 Gospel Acclamation  “Light of the World” (printed in bulletin) 
 Gospel Reading Matthew 3:1-12 
 Message  Pastor Sarah Zender 
 Song of the Day “Down By the Jordan” 
 Baptism of Maddox Ross Richters 
  Parents:  Dylan and Brenna Richters 
  Siblings:  Sawyer and Nolan 
  Sponsors:  Elizabeth Richters and Jessica Richters 
 Prayers of Intercession  

Connect in Grace 
 Offering/Offering Music “Come, Come, Emmanuel” by Voices of Grace 
  Director, Seana Graber & Accompanist, Janine Papik 
 Offertory “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  ELW 257 vs 2 
 Offering Prayer 
 Words of Institution 
 The Lord’s Prayer  
 Invitation to the Table/Communion Distribution 
 Distribution Songs 
  “We Are Waiting for Jesus”  ACS 905 vs 1-2 
  “God With Us” 
   Post-Communion Prayer  
 Connect and Serve  
 Blessing 
 Sending Song “Prepare the Royal Highway”  ELW 264 vs 1, 3 & 4  
  Dismissal 
 Postlude 

This Week at Grace 
 

Sunday December 7 
8:30—10:30 AM Heritage Room sneak preview 
9:00 AM Worship w/Communion/1st Grade Milestone/Richters Baptism 
10:00 AM FIREFLIES & SPARK KIDS 
10:00 AM Youth Cookie Sale in Fellowship Hall 
10:15 AM LITTLE LIGHTS 
5:30 PM IGNITE Christmas Party in Fellowship Hall 
Monday December 8 
DEADLINE for Christmas Gifts to Grace 
2:30 PM Children, Youth & Family Staff meeting 
4:30 PM Worship on Luverne’s local TV channel 
Tuesday December 9 
9:00 AM Staff meeting 
11:00 AM Chapel service at Mary Jane Brown 
Wednesday December 10 
7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study 
5:00—6:00 PM Parish Planning Council (PPC) meeting 
5:30—6:30 pm Supper  
6:30 PM Advent Service 
7:00 PM IGNITE & GLOW 
Thursday December 11 
8:30 AM Missions In Action 
Friday December 12 
10:00 AM Worship on Luverne’s local TV channel 
Parish Care Ministry sponsoring Half-Price Meals at Generations 
Saturday December 13 
No activities 
Sunday December 14 
9:00 AM Worship w/Christmas Program 
10:00 AM Activities for kids in Fireside Room 
4:30—6:30 PM Live Nativity and Soup Supper 
6:00 PM Carol Sing-Along in the Sanctuary 
DEADLINE to return gifts for the Giving Tree 

Office Hours this Week  
Mon-Thurs:8:30am—4:30pm                                                                

Friday   8:30am—2:30pm 

Pastor Sarah will be available for drop-in office hours on Tues, Dec 9th, 
12—3pm and Wed, Dec 10th, 1—4pm.  She is available at other times by                    

appointment. The best way to reach her to set up a time is via email:                           
pastor.zender@graceluverne.org                                                                               

If you or someone you know is in need of a pastor visit or communion visit, 
such as  in the case of hospitalization, hospice, or other urgent situation, 
please contact the office and Pastor Sarah will reach out to set up a time. 



 

December Calendar 

 

Wed, Dec 3, 10 & 17  

6:30pm Midweek Advent Services  

 
Sun, Dec 7—2nd Sunday of Advent 

9:00am Worship w/Communion 

10:00am Youth Christmas Cookie Sale 

 
Sun, Dec 14—3rd Sunday of Advent 

9:00am Worship w/Children’s Christmas Program 

4:30—6:30pm Live Nativity 

6:00pm—Christmas Carol Sing 

 
Sun, Dec 21—4th Sunday of Advent 

9:00am Worship w/Communion 

 
Wed, Dec 24—Christmas Eve 

3:00pm Candlelight Worship w/Communion 

5:00pm Musical Prelude 

5:30pm Candlelight Worship w/Communion 
 

Thurs, Dec 25—Christmas Day 

 

Sun, Dec 28 

9:00am Christmas Stories and Songs  

 

The LIVESTREAM of today’s service  

Is in loving memory of parents 
 

Harold & Bonnie Jordahl 
 

from Gary and Janine Papik 

 

TODAY during worship 

we  celebrate the                                              

First Grader’s Milestone 



 
The Heritage Committee invites you to a  

   Sneak Preview TODAY 
of the Heritage Room on  

Sunday, Dec 7th, 8:30—10:30am.   
 

 

Keep in mind that this project is still     
under construction!                            

Come and take a look! 

If you haven't returned your Statement of Intent for giving         

for 2026, please return it to worship and turn it into the          

offering or send it to the office. Our leadership is still                    

gathering that information for 2026 planning and to help           

all of us be intentional on how giving can help inform our 

faith in the next year.  

This Wed, Dec. 10th, the 

Parish Planning Council 

(PPC) meets 5—6:00pm.   

 
Please have 1 person       

from your ministry be               

in attendance.                            

Thank you! 



 Janice Schei 

 Julie Rhodes, Alissa Rofshus’ mother 

 Mikayla Kunerth, a friend of the Meester family 

 Angie Martin, Donna Dahlen’s daughter 

 Tom Smith, Joel Smith’s brother 

 Gerry Hamann 

 David Rogness 

 Joyce Oldre 

 Our sympathy to the family and friends of Mabel                  

Overgaard. Mabel’s funeral service was held at Grace on 

Monday, December 1st. 

NEW this year at the Live Nativity, we will have a                 

Christmas Carol Sing Along in the sanctuary.                      

Featuring some of the most beloved Christmas hymns              

accompanied by piano, organ, brass and woodwinds.  

This Sing Along will tell the story of Jesus’ birth through scripture 

and song, and will be a festive way to celebrate the season.  



 

 

Please return this form and payment to the 

church office.  Make your check payable to 

Grace Lutheran Church. 

 Deadline for donations is Mon, Dec. 8th 

  

 

In memory of:        

From:          

 

and/or 

 

In honor of:         

From:          

Christmas Gifts to Grace 
 

Give a gift of $25 in memory or in honor of loved ones 

in order to enhance the Christmas experience at Grace. 

These memorials and honorariums will be listed in the 

Christmas Eve bulletins and January newsletter.  

The Parish Care Ministry                                                                      

is sponsoring the Half-Price Meals at Generations                             

on Friday, Dec. 12th.  To reserve your meal, call                          

507-283-9846, ext. 11 at least one day in advance.   

GLOW is collecting items for the                                                     

St. Francis House in Sioux Falls.  

“Moving people from homelessness to hope” 

Items needed:  aluminum foil, zip lock 

bags (all sizes), boxes of individual 

chips, brown paper lunch bags, socks, 

diapers, toilet paper, paper towels,    

napkins, postage stamps, sugar.   

Bring any of these items to GLOW      

(at church) now until Dec. 17th. 

Due to the busy              

holiday season,            

we are collecting                

information               

THIS WEEK                   

for the January 2026 

Grace Notes.                    

Please email to the                  

office at:                                 

office@graceluverne.org 


