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Grace Lutheran Church 

500 N Kniss Ave, PO Box 624 

Luverne, MN  56156 
 

Phone 507-283-4431                         

Website  www.graceluverne.org                  

Email  office@graceluverne.org 

LinkTree https://linktr.ee/graceluv 

Last Week’s Gifts to Grace 
 

General Fund = $    14,312 

Youth   = $           40 

Building  = $      1,350 

Attendance 
 

Sun, Dec 14 = 390 

 

Worship Leader  Pastor Sarah Zender 

Worship Assistant Greg Spath 

Acolytes Harper Phelps, Nick Bose 

Communion Assistants Lynn Remme, Debbie Halverson, 

Nancy Scheidt, Kim & Maggie Schmidt, Terri Ebert 

GLOW Greeters Anna Banck, Ella Apel 

Sanctuary Greeters Greg & Dianna Spath 

Ushers Rhonna Jarchow, Lona Klosterbuer,                              

Suanne Ohme, Gary Overgaard 

Youth Usher Lucy Bose 

Media Matt Wagner, Lucas Peters, Carol McDonald 

Worship Team Claire Johnson, Jason Berghorst,                       

Erika Bierman, Kira Degerness, Ben Jacobsma 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
9am, Sunday, Dec 21st, 2025 

2026 offering envelopes are now available.                                 

They are on the table in the back of the sanctuary.   



Welcome to Worship! 
  

 Prelude   

 Welcome  

 Greeting 

 Confession and Forgiveness 

 Prayer of the Day  

 Sharing of the Peace 

 Gathering Song “Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn”   

  ELW 242 vs 1-4 
 Advent Candle Lighting  

  “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” ELW 240 vs 4

 Children’s Message “He Came Down” ELW 253 

 Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16  
 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (responses printed in bulletin) 

 Gospel Acclamation  “Light of the World” (printed in bulletin) 

 Gospel Reading Matthew 1:18-25 

 Message  Pastor Sarah Zender 

 Song of the Day “Joseph Heard the Troubling News”  
 Apostle’s Creed  

Prayers of Intercession 

Connect in Grace 

 Offering/Offering Music 

 Offertory “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  ELW 257 vs 4 
 Offering Prayer 

 Words of Institution/The Lord’s Prayer  

 Invitation to the Table/Distribution 

 Distribution Songs  “Joy to the World (Unspeakable Joy)” 

  and “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  ELW 272 vs 1-4 
 Post-Communion Prayer 

 Connect and Serve  

 Blessing 

 Sending Song “People Look East”  ELW 248 vs 1-4 
  Dismissal 

 Postlude 

  

This Week at Grace 
 

 

Sunday December 21 

9:00 AM Worship w/Communion 

NO LITTLE LIGHTS, FIREFLIES or SPARK KIDS 

3:00 PM GLOW Christmas Party at Take 16 

4:00 PM Guatemala interest/info meeting 

 

Monday December 22 

2:30 PM Children, Youth & Family Staff meeting 

4:30 PM Worship on Luverne’s local TV channel 

 

Tuesday December 23 

9:00 AM Staff meeting 

2:30 PM Poplar Creek 

 

Wednesday December 24 

3:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship w/Communion 

5:00 PM Musical Prelude 

5:30 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship w/Communion 

 

Thursday December 25 

Christmas Day—Office Closed 

 

Friday December 26 

Office Closed 

10:00 AM Worship on Luverne’s local TV channel 

 

Saturday December 27 

No activities 

 

Sunday December 28 

9:00 AM Stories and Songs 

NO LITTLE LIGHTS, FIREFLIES or SPARK KIDS 

Office Hours this Week  
 

Mon-Wed:  8:30am—4:30pm   
Thurs-Fri: Office Closed  

The LIVESTREAM of today’s service  

Is in loving memory of  

 

Carrie Bakken 
 

from Darold & Helen Laabs 



Psalm Response: 

Gospel Acclamation: 

Starting January 5th, the church will be available  

Monday—Friday, 9am—3pm,  

to those members who are interested in                          

walking INSIDE this winter.   

Pastor Sarah will not be available for drop-in hours this week. She is availa-
ble by appointment if you have any pastoral care needs . The best way to 
reach her to set up a time is via email: pastor.zender@graceluverne.org                                                                                

 
If you or someone you know is in need of a pastor visit or communion visit, 
such as  in the case of hospitalization, hospice, or other urgent situation, 
please contact the office and Pastor Sarah will reach out to set up a time. 

 
Please note Pastor Sarah will be taking vacation time for Sabbath rest from 

Dec 25th to Jan 4th. She will not be responding to emails at that time. If 
there are any emergent pastoral care needs, please contact the office.  



 Janice Schei 

 Mikayla Kunerth, a friend of the Meester family 

 Angie Martin, Donna Dahlen’s daughter 

 Tom Smith, Joel Smith’s brother 

 David Rogness 

 Joyce Oldre 

 Ramona Olsen, wife of the late Pastor Norm Olsen who 

served at Grace 1973-1981 

 Our sympathy to the Cody and Alissa Rofshus Family on the 

passing away of Alissa’s mother, Julie Rhodes. 

Generous Path Update 

Thank you to all who have returned their 2026 Statement             

of Intent cards as part of our Generous Path                                   

stewardship campaign! 

Over 150 families have made a decision about their financial 

support of Grace Lutheran in 2026 by returning their cards! 

 We are grateful for the support shown for the ministry and  

mission Grace and the generosity reflected in these             

commitments.  

If you have not yet returned a Statement of Intent card, it’s 

not too late! Please prayerfully consider doing so by the end 

of this month on December 31st at 12 noon.   

Intent forms are in the center aisle of the pews, on the back 

table, or in the church office. 

REMINDER:   

No Children & Youth Faith Formation Dec 21—Jan 1 

Little Lights, Fireflies and Spark Kids resume Jan 4th 

Ignite and Glow resume on Jan 7th 



 



If you have not yet turned in your       

information for the January 2026 Grace 

Notes, please send ASAP. Thank you!  

Email to: office@graceluverne.org 

Please note: 

 

The church office will be closed  
Thursday, Dec 25th & Friday, Dec 26th 

and 
Thursday, Jan 1st & Friday, Jan 2nd 

 


