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Sundays during Lent
9:00 am

Worship | Apr 13
9:00 am
Fellowship Brunch
10:00 am

Maundy Thursday | Apr 17
6:30 pm

Good Friday | Apr 18
6:30 pm

Easter Day | Apr 20
Festival Worship at
8:00 am & 10:00 am
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Hello Grace Lutheran faith family,

As we wrap up the Lenten season and head into Holy Week and Easter, I've been reflecting on our
Lenten theme, “Grieving Together”. It has been a season in which to address the reality of loss
and grief; to make it less taboo; to give us new words and ways in which to talk about sadness and
mourning; to notice that suffering is something about which each one of us knows something.

In Easter, we will celebrate Jesus as the victor over sin and death. Though we might not have
“Grieving” as a liturgical focus, we continue to be “Together”. We walk through this world
“together” as the body of Christ. As Paul says in the letter to the Romans, “

For as in one body we have many members and
not all the members have the same function,
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ,

and individually we are members one of another.

Each one of us makes up a part of the body of Christ. Our whole faith family makes up a part of
the body of Christ. Our denomination makes up a part of the body of Christ. The entirety of
believers throughout all time and space makes up a part of the body of Christ.

| was reflecting on this during the Shetek Conference meeting that we hosted in March. We are
not separate from each other even if we don’t see each other often. We share in the love of Christ
and the Holy Spirit’s movement on earth. We are all God’s creation.

One pastor gave an update from the Ondini Circuit in South Africa. Our synod has a partnership
with the South African Lutheran church, but we haven’t heard about it much recently as the
church in South Africa has undergone some changes. When | think of this idea that we are all the
body of Christ, it reminds me that when there is challenge in parts of the body, even as far away
as South Africa, that it affects the whole of the body. We, here at Grace, may not notice the
effect, but we are less able to operate as the body of Christ because of what is happening to our
neighbors.

So, being “Together” continues to be important as we move out of the season of Lent. Together
means that you, and |, and everyone at Grace recognizes the holiness of each other. We recognize
that each one of us has a call to live into the church body with our gifts and struggles and pas-
sions. Together means that Grace and First Lutheran in Pipestone, and Bethlehem in Hills and all
of faith neighbors recognize the holiness of each other and encourage each other in Christ.
Together means that all of the Rock County churches, that all denominations, recognize the
holiness of each other and encourage each other in Christ.

Together means that we see our neighbors, even those who don’t look like us, as beloved children
of God and a part of this body of Christ. For example, as we get closer to our inaugural mission
trip to Guatemala, we recognize the holiness of our neighbor and encourage them in Christ.

Grace Lutheran has a long history of engaging deeply with our church, our neighbors, our
community, and international to share the gospel with others and to be “Together” for the sake
of Christ’'s command...to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves. | encourage us, always, to
remember our neighbors near and far, knowing that the body of Christ is whole when everyone is
welcome, they have what they need to live into their call, and we work together for the good of
all.

In Christ’s love,
Pastor Sarah Zender



GRACE From the President’s Pew

For the last year at Grace Lutheran, we have talked about Invite, Welcome, and
Connect. These words helped guide some of our decision making and focus items
around Grace Lutheran. But RIGHT NOW might be one of the best times ever to put
these words into practice.

There has never been as much going on at Grace Lutheran as there is right now and
for the next few weeks! We say this often but it is hard to argue during the months
of April and May. We have our weekly services plus Lent services all leading to Holy
Week with Palm Sunday and brunch after service, Maunday Thursday, Good Friday,
and two worship services for a wonderful celebration on Easter morning. From
there, we roll into many celebratory Sundays with First Communion, Affirmation of
Baptism, Mother’s Day, Senior Sunday, and probably a few other things that I'm
missing. WOW!!

Use these services and celebrations as a reason to invite a friend, family, neighbor,
or anyone to a service. Inviting and welcoming people now might help lead them to
start or bring them back to their faith journey as we are all reminded of the sacrifices
Jesus made on our behalf leading to His glorious resurrection on Easter morning.

Connect is where I'll end. At the end of March, we started our push for creating a
group or team of volunteers for our positions around church that need to be filled
every Sunday morning. Coming up at the end of April, we will hold the semi-annual
meeting and elect our next group of leaders and ministry members. These
opportunities create easy ways for all of us to connect with our church. | want to
thank everyone who has stepped up to help. | will continue to encourage everyone
to step up and volunteer for a job or ministry at Grace.

This is the last article that | will write as my current term as president ends in April.
By agreeing to join the executive ministry 3 years ago, | started a journey at Grace
that has been truly wonderful. | have learned many things about the church,
members of the congregation, and have grown in my faith. Some things were not
always easy and there were late nights and early mornings. However, | will always
look back with gratitude and favor at my time on exec. Get CONNECTED!!

God’s blessings to you and | look forward to seeing you at church!

Lucas Peters



Executive Ministry Updates

Palm Sunday Brunch

Be sure to join your church family for a festive,
catered brunch following worship on Palm
Sunday! Worship with waving palms, children
signing, the passion story, and Holy
Communion begins at 9:00am.

Usher and Communion Server Training

All those who currently or plan to begin
volunteering as an usher or Communion server
are asked to attend a short training session on
Sunday, April 6 at 10:10am OR Wednesday,
April 9 at 5:15pm in the Sanctuary.

New Water Fountains

Have you noticed the two new water fountains
at church? One is on the first level on the north
end of the Fellowship Hall. The other is
between the main restrooms on the second
level. Both allow for easy filling of water
bottles. We are grateful to all who continue to
give to the Building/Property Fund that allows
us to replace needed items in the church!

Semi-Annual Meeting April 27

The Spring Semi-Annual meeting of Grace
Lutheran congregation will be April 27
following worship in the Sanctuary. Please join
us as we hear updates on the ministry of Grace
and elect new officers, leaders, and
delegates.

A VERY busy April and May!

Grace is an active church, and that will
certainly be true during the next few weeks!
Join us!

April 13 - Palm Sunday

April 20 - Easter Sunday

April 27 - First Communion for 5th Graders
May 4-Confirmation Service for 9th Graders
May 11 - Mother’s Day

May 18 - Senior Recognition Sunday

Easter Sunday:

The PERFECT opportunity for us to
Invite, Welcome and Connect!

This year, we have been focusing on the
theme of “Invite, Welcome and Connect”.

With an new website, blended worship, new
tables and chairs, expanded programming
for children, youth and families, a first-ever
global mission trip, new fellowship events
and more, we have worked to invite people
to Grace, make them feel welcome when
they join us in person or online, and connect
them to God and to others.

Easter Sunday is an outstanding opportunity
to invite people to visit or return to Grace!
Our staff and volunteers are preparing a
meaningful Easter experience where all feel
welcome and can hear the Good News of
the Risen Christ, His victory over death, and
what that means for us today.

Like at Christmas, we will have two identical
worship services on Easter. Services at 8:00
and 10:00am will allow people to choose an
earlier or later worship time and also provide
plenty of room for all at worship.

We strongly encourage you to think of one
or more people who you can invite to
celebrate with us at Grace on Easter
Sunday, April 20. And don’t forget the
special worship times: 8:00 or 10:00am!

Christ is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed! Alleluia!




THANK YOU to the April sponsors
of our Sunday worship LIVESTREAM

Worship service on April 6th
Is in Loving memory of Ken Bowen
From Ardie and family

Worship service on April 13th

Is in Loving memory of Don & Mary Odland

From Steve and family

Worship service on April 20th

Is in Loving memory of Alvin & Lida Hoime and Bert Olson

From Lorraine Olson and family

Worship service on April 27th

Is in Loving memory of Milo & Betty Hamann

From the Hamann Kids

LIVE

STREAMING

At 9:00 am on Sunday mornings you can
watch the Livestream from

our Facebook page:
Grace Lutheran ELCA, Luverne
OR

on our YouTube Channel:
@gracelutheranluvernemn685

If you would like to sponsor a week in memory or in honor of someone, please contact the office. Cost is $90.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
GIVEN TO
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

f

In memory of

Lois Hultberg

Missions In Action
Marcia Moeller

On Saturday, March 8, 2025,
a funeral service was held
at Grace Lutheran Church for

Charles “Chuck’ J. Fodness

January 2, 1936—March 4, 2025

@GRACE

Sunday, April 27th, is

Grace Lutheran's

Semi~Annual Meeting

following the morning
worship service.
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- GRACE Wednesdays at 6:30 pm \ '
April 2 | Pastor Sarah Zender
How Can the Church Help? Mea‘ls On Wlleels
April g | Jeff Hartquist ) ; s
L oNJe Hart We deliver smiles

Grace Lutheran is signed up to deliver
Meals-On-Wheels to Luverne residents

W%jﬁbﬁ“ﬁ’ Lg;\;a\, %f%g/ during the month of Jltlne this. year.

What a great community service to
Supper Served participate in!

5:30-6:15 pm We will have 21 days that we need to fill
with 4 people each day. This takes

April 2 - Turkey Commercial approximately 1 hour (11am—12 noon)

April 9 - Cheesy Chicken Hotdish

Look for the signup sheet on the table
in the east entryway.

Free-Will Offering Fundraiser for Ignite and GLOW

Give an Easter Gift to Grace

You are invited to give a gift in memory, or in honor, of a loved one(s) this Easter. These gifts of $25 will
purchase flowers, plants, banners, and more to enhance the beauty of our Sanctuary and church this Holy
Week and throughout the Easter season. The names of those honored with a gift will be included in the
Easter bulletins and May Grace Notes.

In memory of: € 4
& 4 i
WL %
s
From: ;C’ | 0%
=N
- - AN
and/or o |8 o
f. \
/&f/' :\ 1
In honor of: )
( ]
From:

Please return this form and payment to the church office. Donations may also be made online thru
the Vanco Online option. Make your $25 check payable to Grace Lutheran Church.
Deadline for donations is Wednesday, April 9th.




Please pray for:
Pastor Sarah and Mary Dahl
Peggy Johnson
Seth Bjorkman
Amber Davis
Matt Wagner
Erika and Reece Bierman

Are you interested in membership at Grace
or know someone who is?

“Get to Know Grace”
New Member Orientation
after worship on Sunday, March 30th

@

GRACE

LUTHERAN CHURCH

New Member Sunday
On Sunday, April 6th

Talk to Pastor Sarah, contact
the church office, or complete a
Connection Card in the pews or
on our church website if you
plan to attend or are interested
1In membership!

LUVERNE

y AN EXPERIENCE FoR
¥> AL (FENERATIONS!

“Amazing Grays”

Tuesday, April 15th
11:00 am in Fellowship Hall

(followed by a catered meal at 12 noon)

We are featuring
Luverne Street Music!

Come and hear about this wonderful
organization with over 100 students.

For your added enjoyment, you will be
entertained by “The Lugs”

(Luverne Ukulele Group) who will play a few
hymns for you.

Sign-up deadline is Monday,
April 14th, at 12 noon.

April 2025
Schedule

Wed, April 9th—rehearse at 7:15pm
Sun, April 13th—SING at 9am

Wed, April 16th—rehearse at 7:15pm (may edit)
Sun, April 20th—SING at 8am & 10am

Wed, April 30th—rehearse at 7:15pm

=
———




CYF AT A GLANCE

4(2 - Lent Supper 5:30pm, Worship and Reflection groups for Ignite/GLOW 6:30pm
4[6 - 2nd Grade Milestone during 9am Worship
Fireflies, Spark Kids (10am) and Little Lights (1015)
5th Grade First Communion Class, 10 am, Fireside Room
** Family Activity - Resurrection Gardens, Ipm **
4/9 - Lent Supper 5:30pm, Worship and Reflection groups for Ignite/GLOW 6:30pm
4[12 - Palm Sunday, Fireflies and Spark Kids sing during Weorship 9am
Brunch 10am, Activities for Fireflies/Spark Kids after they eat
5th Grade First Communion Banner making
4[16 - No Wednesday Evening activities - Holy Week
417 - Maundy Thursday Worship 6:30pm
4018 - Good Friday Worship 6:30pm
420 - Easter Sunday, Worship at 8am and 10am, No Children’s Education Hour
4/23 - 5th Grade Communion Bread Making 3:30-5:00pm

Ignite Supper 6:00/ large group 6:30pm, GLOW Supper 6:30/ large group 7pm

4[24 - The Paper Clips Trombone Quartet concert - open to all! 7pm
4[27 - 5th Grade First Communion during worship 9am
4/30 - Ignite Supper 6:00/large group 6:30pm, GLOW Supper 6:30/large group 7pm

2nd Grad ill ive their Milest
MILESTONES  spri et cring worship atsooarm.

ACOLYTE AND USHER SCHEDULE

Duary of Week BAcolyte Acobrte Cross Bearer Student Usher

Wednesday Braxton Lafrenz Phillip Rolis Dliver Mead

Sunday Krosby Sandbulis Griffin Sailor Cliver Meead

‘Wednesday Mary Dahl Eli Binsinger Dliver Mead

Palm 5unda|r Erosby Sandbulte Eli linslngﬂ Elizabeth Hoople nd Oliver Mead

Maiindy Thirs Tate Veriteeg Elizabeth Heogland

Good Friday Oakley Kopp fullen Radisewitz-Sches

Easter & am Charlotie Bierman CFEN

East=r 10 am PR CFEN

Sunda kroshy Sandbulte Griffin Sallor Dliver Mead




CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES

Communion Class w/Pastor Sarah,
students and parents - 10 am -
Firezide Room

ﬂ@mm MEEFS . ;rt::l;: - Banner making after

* April 23 - Communion Bread Making

4
I oTH GRADE FIRST COMMUNION DATES
* Date Change: April 6 - First

April 23 - after school
* April 27 - First Communion Sunday -
9 am
April 30

May 7

May 14 (Last Day)

RESURRECTION GARBEN
FAMILY ACTIVITY

sSunday, April 6
1:00 pm

For all ages! Kids 10 and under

FIREFLIES & SPARK KID§  ecrsorenemon aouree

We will have all the supplies to

STI’“Ig du ring Palm Su ndu‘y make a Resurrection Garden
Wo rship and plant real grass to watch
April 13 it grow! We will also have

some other Easter activities
% and snacks. Please sign up
vs using the QR Code by Friday,
April 4 so we can have
enough supplies for everyone.

9:00am
HOSANNA

:i-l.—l
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Py REMINDER:

y Spark Kids on
' Easter Sunda
) Y . 9th Grade Affirmation of
April 20th 4 Baptism
A Mother's Day - Fireflies &
1 1 Spark Kids Sing during
Worship

ASINE) Senior Sunday
18 Last Day Little Lights, Fireflies,
and Spark Kids for Summer

Sunday morning
hands-on learning:
Creating musical prayers
(obowve) and knocking down
“kingdoms® showing we are stronger
when united and connectad to God
[right).

pMinresota Pubilic Rodio Preasents

Grace Lutheran will host an

98 YourClassical MPR Class Notes
e Class Notes Community Concert on
Thursday, April 24th at
CONCERT SERIES
7:00 pm.
APRIL 24, 2025 | 7 P.M. The Paper Clips are a
HOSTED BY GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH trnm bDnE quurtet dEdiCGtEd

500 N KNISE AVENUE, LUVERNE, MM 56156

to connecting the threads of
classical and contemporary
music in fun, engaging, and
informative performances for
audiences of all ages.
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Dear Grace Lutheran faith family,

In summer of 2025, Grace Lutheran Church will have a team
traveling to Guatemala for Grace'’s first ever Global Missions trip.

This June, eight Grace Lutheran members will be traveling to San Raymundo, Guatemala for a
Global Missions Trip with Casas por Cristo to build a home for a family in need.

The mission trip will be June 22-28. While in Guatemala, our team will work with Casas por Cristo
volunteers to build a house for a local family and visit ILAG, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Guatemala.

We are offering "Global Missions Stock.” This stock will enable our team to travel and serve in
Guatemala. We would sincerely appreciate your support and purchase of Global Missions
Stock, sold at $250, $500, or $1000 a share. Any amount of Global Missions Stock purchased is
appreciated as we look to raise $7,500 out of the $11,000 needed for our goal.

Please mail checks to:
Grace Lutheran

Attn: Global Missions
500 N Kniss Ave
Luverne, MN 56156

Please write Checks to:
Grace Lutheran | Memo: Global Missions

You may make an online contribution using Vanco Online by going online or using your mobile
app.

As an investor in Global Missions Stock, you are invited to attend the Global Missions
Stockholder’s Brunch in September, 2025 (date and time TBA) where you will see how your
investment supported global missions through pictures and stories. We hope you will join us on
this day to celebrate how God works in the world through this project.

As you consider how Grace is sharing the love of Christ in the world, please pray for the Pirir-
Garcia family who will receive a new home, their daughter Katherin who is ill, our Casas por
Cristo leader Ashley, and the team members from Grace — Pastor Sarah, Mary, Amber, Peggy,
Matt, Seth, Erika and Reece.

Questions > Please contact Pastor Sarah Zender 507-283-4431
pastor.zender@graceluverne.org
visit us online at graceluverne.org
Grace Lutheran Church // 500 N Kniss Ave, Luverne, MN 56156
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9th Grade Confirmation
' Sunday, May 4

{more infermation will be sent out)
Confirmation supper and pictures
Sunday, April 27

v,

. ]
[)rll : g
M speak 25
L eet Our s ea er..--. ﬁ E
o
Heather is a follower of Jesus Christ, wife to g- g’
Amos, and a mother to Jacob, Brittany, Stella o =
and Evie. Heather recently rezigned from her E_ A
10+ wr carser as an Executive at large non- ,% 8
profit. Stepping out in complete faith to be a = =
momprenaur focusing on her & kiddos and her o E
and Amos's marriage, ministry and podcast, wm =
Fortitude. Heather is the founder of the “I AM _— = g
Fortified' event, Fortitude podcast host, :E'ﬂ =
minister, and she is an inspiring regicnal - L=
speaker sharing her personal testimony every — E. E
chance she is given. a'zs 2
=G
With a vibrant and traumatie past - Heather ﬁ -
found hersalf checking into Hew Life E ﬂ
Treatment Center in Dec 2019, Every day since = ﬁ
she has been on fire for Christ - growing, = o
teaching & giving hope to everyone she meets, E‘ L=
o =
Through Heather's personal ta:atl'rnuny of E E‘
recovery, trauma and generational & =
recanstruction - Heather and Amos arg an a 1:5. -
mission to live out their God given purpose - = §,
which iz to educate and advocate for God's i =
truth. We have to know better so we can all do E ﬁ'
bettar = u_,‘

Save the Date: AFFIRM
Wed. April 2 FORTTUDE Guest speaker (part 2) Will meet with Pastor Sarah
Wed. April 2 - Lenten Supper Wednesday, April 23 and 30
Wed. April 9 - Final Lenten Supper for final Confirmation planning
Wed. April @ - GLOW 7:15-8:00-Easter prep activity
Sun. April 13 - Palm Sunday 9

Wed. April 16 - NO GLOW SENIORS...

|
Wed. Apri 23 - GLOW 7:5-8:00 - Game night planning Scholarships
Sun. April 27 - AFARM/Confimation pictures and banquet ~ @pplications are due to
Wed. April 30 - GLOW7:15-8:00 Carric by April 18,

Sun. May 18 - Sr. Sunday Celebration

12



Jadies Nighty Gul.

&, APRIL EVENT

A . -
'”"‘s Spring Garden Themed — &
“. <. 7+ SugarCookie Decoraling Class .~ . .
b Py > . When: Monday, April 7, 6:30pm Yo u‘-"“. T

v.— Where: Grace Lutheran Church Rlir
Cost: $40 E“V

A little birdie told me vou're not going to want to miss this sugar
cookie decorating class! Come along and join in the fun as we make a
splash into the basics of sugar cookie decorating! Everything you’ll
need from cookies to dye-free icing, along with a container to take
vour cookies home in, is included. Join the fun with vour familv and
friends, decorating a set of 6 spring garden themed cookies, as we
squirm our way into all things sugar cookies!

Sign up in the Church office by April 4!

MAY EVENT Mg fwfﬂ

27 Ldlefwed flevens

)“'A'- 1 . ‘ When: Monday, May 3 |
3 1‘1....- ’ :'_;i Where: [:rmﬁ:cl.uql‘]mrm1 Church
‘ ) ' . Cost: 520
il -
| o o
— .

Join Farmhouse Market as they share this fun craft with us. : .
Snacks provided with a fun “creeate your own” Italian Soda Bar.
Deadline to sign up is April 21!

Sign up in the church office or on table outside office.
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REFLECTIONS

We are the church; the priest-
hood of all believers as
suggested by Martin Luther.
We all engage in theology
when we seek to understand
God. We all engage in
evangelism as we share with
others how our faith has made
a difference in our lives. We
are the body of Christ when we
serve the vulnerable in our
community. We all are
stewards of God’s good
creation.

This week, Larry Green wrote a
reflection on grief to share on
our Lenten theme of Grieving
Together. If you would like to

share a reflection in future
newsletters, please submit
them to the office by the 15th
of the month for review.

The season of Lent, of Grieving the loss of a pet, and Healing

In our Wednesday evenlng worship services that are exploring Grief and grieving, | want to
touch upon the lass of our pets. On the afternoon of March 4, my cat Patches died in my arms.

The poet Mary Oliver wrote that our pets die so soon: “We would do anything to keep them
with us and keep them young. The one gift we cannot give”. But, when a pet is suffering incurable
pain, our love says it is better to let them go. Death can be a blessing, but oh how hard it is.

Patches was an outside male cat, white with patches of black, gray and brown, who came into
myy life eight gr more years ago and stayed- sort of adopting me. Patches was an ongoing presence in
my life each day, Waiting at the door in the early morning, and greeting me upan my return home.

Some peaple may have difficulty seeing the value of my caring for “just a cat™, and a stray at
that. Perhaps they are anly seeing through eyes too concerned with the logic of the Werld but deaf to
the sang of the heart. | made a home for him under my deck with a heated outside kitty house, and
cared for him through summer's heat and the cold hand of winter.

Whether our loss is of a beloved family member or a pet, many of the same feelings of loss are
shared. Pets are our companions who halp meet our nead for physical contact and emotional
cannection. We touch them, and they seek out our touch, When a pet passes, a key part of the ritual of
our daily life suddenly is no longer present, and we may feel a profound emptiness- the colors of our
lives suddenly changed to grey. A part of our life is now empty.

Ir an article “When Your Pet Dies” by Dr. Alan Wolfelt, Ph.D., he states that Grief is the internal
meaning you give to the experience of loss. Mourning is the avenue to take the grief you experience
inside and expressing it cutside yourself, "The capacity to love requires the necessity to mourn”, he
wrote, The sharing of feelings of grief with others helps integrate them into our lives, and aver time
the hurt is diminished- allowing acceptance and good memories to become a part of our remembrances.

On the afterncon of his death we sat together under the deck near his kitty house, | held him in
my lap, stroked his fur, kept him warm, and told him | loved him. Time passed, and we sat in our little
shelter watching the weather change | sleet-to-snow. Patches " condition worsened, and his Spirit
departed the body that had carried it through the years. As you passed | blessed you through my tears,
and once again thanked you for being part of my life,

Larry Green

GRACE MEN TO SERVE AT

THE BANQUET WEST IN SIOUX FALLS S

Mondlay, Apil 7

* Men of Grace Lutheran, 9th grade

p

and older

* We need 5 people to prepare
food, 15 to serve and clean up

* We are also collecting monetary

donations toward the cost of the

meal

Look for more information in THE BANQUET

The Glimpse!

See the

sign-up
sheet on
the table
in the east
entryway.

L
1=} =
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Our book selection for April is "3 Tom Lake

Tom Lake
a Novel by Ann Patchett

A Novel

# Ann Patchett

This is an informal PLEASE NOTE: Date & Time change for

gathering of April only. Due to Maundy Thursday, the
individuals who Book Club will meet one week late,
enjoy reading and on April 24th at 6:00pm.
discussing a We are also meeting half an hour earlier
variety of books in due to a scheduled concert at Grace
a comfortable which begins at 7:00pm that evening.
setting.

Grace’s Parish Care Ministry

is sponsoring a day in April for the
1/2 Price Meals
at Generations here in Luverne!

E Menu: Stay tuned to the weekly

All men are invited to attend Eé%ﬁ%
Men’s Bible Study at T

Grace Lutheran

announcements for the date and menu.

To reserve your meal,
? /DW call 507-283-9846 Ext 11
A

at least one day in advance.

Our study takes place in the Fellowship Hall
every Wednesday morning from 7:00am to
7:50am. Hope you can join us!

Grace Library April

SPOTLIGHT CH¢

= =
o

AT ey

Children’s Easter

Books

Easter stories provide the
perfect way to celebrate the
season and help kids connect
to the message of hope, love
and new life that Easter brings.

Visit the library and check
out a book today!




Greetings from MIA,

As I’'m writing this, we have had a great mixture of weather—thunder, lightening, rain and snow. Wish | could
say all is the same when it comes to making quilts. We have heard the bad news that our favorite fabric store is
closing. Now where do we buy all the fabric we need to make quilts? It takes 5 yards for the front and back
(blocks) to make a quilt.

To continue the project, we will need help. Do you have fabric stored in boxes at home? We can use both long
and short pieces. We use cotton and flannel, but no wool, polar fleece or heavy fabric. You can bring it to the
church anytime and leave it in the office and staff will bring to the quilters room. When we have our annual
Blessing of the Quilts in October, see if you can find your stash of fabric.

Another reminder—now is the time to watch for baby clothing, small blankets, sweaters and socks at the up-
coming rummage sales.

Something to think about:
“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good work.” Ephesians 2:10

Our April quilting dates are on Thursdays 8:30am—12:00 noon on the 3rd, 10th and 24th.
Due to Maundy Thursday on April 24th, we will not meet that day.

God’s blessings, Mary Akkerman

Grace Reading Buddies

A great opportunity is available for kids in grades K-3 to spend one on one time
with an adult volunteer to practice their reading skills. Whether your child is just
learning to read, perfecting their skills, or is a fluent reader, we hope to spread the
love of books and learning through one on one experiences.

Where: Grace Lutheran Church Library %
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays
Times Available: 3:30 - 4:.00 pm OR 4:00 - 4:30 om

Online reservations are available on our LinkTree app or you can contact the
church office. Please schedule at least 48 hours in advance. Thank you!

LinkTree: https://linktree/graceluv Phone: 507-283-4431 Email: graceluverne@iw.net

GENERAL FUND Jan-Feb 2025
$60,000.00
J_ General Fund
$50,000.00 +— } Budgeted G IO!: T *
Monthly Income % GIVING ’ Jan-Feb 2025
$40,000.00
$30,000.00 - Income = S 80,022.75
$20,000.00 B Actual Income Expenses = s 89,56358
$10,000.00 - Actual Expense Net Income/Loss = $ - 9,540.83
§- A T S T
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul AugSept Oct Nov Dec
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August 4th—7th, 2025

at Grace Lutheran
Church

To Register:
Visit Shetek’s website www.shetek.org ~ Our Registration Code is: Grace Day

APRIL BIRTHDAYS AT GRACE!

1st—Nicole Kneip, Cary Radisewitz

2nd—Jessica Anderson, Emma Hinz

3rd—Cash Apel, Margie Fuerstenberg, Craig Gonnerman

4th—Walter Degerness, Quinn Graber, Tashia Klosterbuer, Chad Nelson, Josh VandenHoek
5th—Julia Ferguson, Henry Meester

6th—Jodi Rops *
7th—Emma Lusty, Anna Sandager, Judy Stroh - ¢
8th—Tyler Gruis, Cole Meester, Lauren Peters, Hazel Sailor -~

9th—Kyle Kephart, Jill Kunkel, Bradley Petersen b
11th—Eric Lammert, Cory Schmuck

12th—Abigail Anderson, Shirley Harrison, Neveah Lund (
13th—JoDee Haubrich, Daniel Leuthold, Dawn Petersen, Jeff Thorson
14th—Wendy Bosshart, Ryan Jepperson, Chad Kramer, Matthew Sehr
15th—Bill Ketterling, Gunnar Oldre, Patti Olson, Maria Sandager
16th—Otto Lund

17th—Ardyth Bowen, Ron Fruechte, Spencer Oeltjenbruns
18th—Josey Kockelman-Radtke, Hunter Petersen

19th—Leah Gath

20th—Arlene Bendix, Ella Hoogendoorn, Steve Odland, Laura Richters )
21st—Whitney Lafrenz, Bryce Stoltenberg q/
22nd—James Wendlandt ™
23rd—Liam Goembel, Linda Renken Q/

24th—LaJean Lammert

25th—Betty Brake, Tyler LeBrun, Lo Maurer, Hailey Nath, Gary Papik, Jenny Polzin

26th—Mary Brinkman, Francis Ladd

27th—Valerie Saarloos

28th—Jayson Delfs, Rhett Gaul, Coy Gonnerman

29th—Nicholas Hoogendoorn, Terry Hoogland, Lynette Stensland
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vy April
Worship
Assistants

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
(sign up online at linktr.ee/graceluv)

April 6—Nancy Scheidt, Debbie Halverson,
Angela Ahrendt, Marlene Kopp, Terri Ebert, 1 OPEN
April 13th—Angela Ahrendt, Jason Berghorst,
Jason Phelps, 3 OPEN
April 17th—Nancy Scheidt, Lynn Remme, 2 OPEN
April 20th
8 am—Marlene Kopp, Debbie Halverson, 4 OPEN
10 am—Nancy Scheidt, Lynn Remme, 4 OPEN
April 27th—Jason Phelps, 5 OPEN

GREETERS
April 6—OPEN
April 13th—Tom & Jen Rolfs Family
April 20th
8 am—OPEN
10 am—OPEN
April 27th—Jeff & Lynette Stehlik

HEAD USHERS
Kyle & Sara Oldre

STUDENT USHER
Oliver Mead

LECTORS/WORSHIP ASST’S
April 6—TBD
April 13th—TBD
April 20th
8 am—Greg Spath
10 am—Greg Spath
April 27th—TBD

WELCOME CENTER
April 6—Kathy Wieneke
April 13th—Sandy Klosterbuer
April 20th

8 am—Kristi Groth

10 am—OPEN
April 27th—OPEN
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— NEW EMAILS! ——

Ip
us

9:00 AM on Sundays

Livestreamed Sundays at 9:00 am
on Facebook
"Grace Lutheran ELCA, Luverne"
&
on our YouTube channel
gracelutheranluvernemn685@youtube.com

Worship Recordings
On our website at www.graceluverne.org
Click on the Worship tab at the top of the page.
&
On Luverne TV Access Channel
Mondays at 4:30 PM & Fridays at 10:00 AM

Pastor Sarah Zender
pastor.zender@graceluverne.org
Ph 507-283-4431 ext. 11

Erika Bierman
Youth, Family & Music Coordinator
erika.bierman@graceluverne.org

Carrie Overgaard
High School Ministry Coordinator
carrie.overgaard@graceluverne.org

Kathy Siebenahler
Operations Coordinator
kathy.siebenahler@graceluverne.org

Whitney Apel
Parish Nurse
whitney.apel@graceluverne.org

Tylene Jansma
Office Manager
office@graceluverne.org

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
500 N KNISS AVENUE
PO Box 624, LUVERNE, MN 56156
Phone 507-283-4431
Website www.graceluverne.org
Email office@graceluverne.org
LinkTree linktr.ee/graceluv



PO Box 624

500 N Kniss Ave
Luverne MN 56156
Phone: 507-283-4431
Email: office@graceluverne.org
Website: www.graceluverne.org

GRACE

Al 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
9AM Staff meeting | 7AM Men’s Bible Study | 8:30AM 10AM Worship
1 PM Prisc/Eliz Circle Missions In Action | onlocal TV
5:30 PM Lenten Supper
6:30 PM Lenten Service
?30(;4‘3053" 7:15PM IGNITE/GLOW 3:30—4:30PM
€ading buacies reflection Reading Buddies
6  2nd Grade Milestone |7 8 9 10 11 12
New Member Sunday Grace Menserve)| 9AM Staff meeting | 7AM Men’s Bible Study | 8:30 AM 10AM Worship
9 AM Worshipw/Comm & || atTheBanquet Missions In Action | onlocal TV
Baptism West in SF
10 AM Usher/Comm Training
10 AM FIREFLIES & SPARK . .
10:15AMLITTLELIGHTS | 43DPM Worship 5:15 PM Usher/Comm Training
10:15 AM First Communion 5:30 PM Lenten Supper
Class in Fireside Rm 6:30 PM Ladies 6:30 PM Lenten Service
i ivity- ; 7:15PM IGNITE/GLOW
1 PM Farnily Activty Night Outin FH || 3:30—4:30PM IGNITE/G 3:30—4:30 PM
Reading Buddies 7:15 pM VOG rehearsal Reading Buddies
13  PalmSunday 14 15 16 17 18 19
L 9AM Staff meeting | 7AM Men’s Bible Study 10AM Worship
\/\<- onlocal TV
9 AM Wworsnip wyComm 11 AM Amazing
10 AM Fellowship Brunch Grays “Luverne
10:15 AM Crafts for Kids & Street Music” Maundy®= Goox
5th Grade banner making == hursc\j/éy f?/uﬂ'%%
6:30 PM 6:30 PM
5 PM Ministry meetings 4:30PM Worship | 3:30—4:30PM Worshi Worshi
I - p p
6 PM PPC meeting onlocal TV Reading Buddies 7:15 PM VOG rehearsal
20  Easter Sunday 21 22 23 24 25 26
ol Grace Notes 7 AM Dorcas Circle | 7AM Men’s Bible Study | 8:30AM 10AM Worship
e i deadline atThe Bean - Missions In Action | onlocal TV
~ 3:30PM Fifth Graders
RISEN 9AM Staff meeting | Communion Bread-making §:93aocli_n4:ggclp<!|\i/(|es
8 AM Worship w/Comm 6 PMIGNITE Supper 6 PV Book Club
; 6:30 PM IGNITE
10 AM Worship w/Comm .
4:30PM Worship | 5. . 6:30 PM GLOW Supper :
3:30—4:30PM 7 PM Paper Clips
onlocal TV Reading Buddies 7PMGLOW Concert
7 PM AFFIRM
27 28 29 30
Semi-Annual Meeting 8:30 AM Grace 7 AM Men’s Bible Study
First Communion ¥ Notes assembly
9 AM Worship w/Comm 9AM Staff meeting | & p (GNITE supper
10 AM Semi-Ann Meeting 6:30 PM IGNITE
10 AM FIREFLIES & SPARK 6:30 PM GLOW Supper
10:15 AM LITTLE LIGHTS 7 PM GLOW
AFFIRM/Confirmation | 430PM Worship | 3:30--4:308M 1 7pm AFFIRV
/ onlocal TV Reading Buddies 7:15 PMVOG rehearsal

pictures and Banquet
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500 N Kniss Ave
PO Box 624
Luverne, MN 56156-0624
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