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Dear Grace Lutheran faith family, 
 
 
The Easter season holds an important and life-giving place in the faith and practice of our 
Lutheran identity. More than a single day of celebration, Easter unfolds over fifty days, 
beginning on Easter Sunday and continuing through the Day of Pentecost. This extended 
season reflects the depth and richness of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and invites             
believers not only to celebrate but to live into the new life God promises. 
 
At its heart, Easter proclaims that death does not have the final word. The resurrection of            
Jesus is not simply an event of the past but a present reality that shapes how Christians    
understand life, suffering, and hope. This is grounded deeply in Scripture, especially the    
witness of the Bible, where the risen Christ appears to his followers, bringing peace,               
forgiveness, and renewed purpose. These stories are read and preached throughout the 
Easter season, reminding the church that resurrection is not only something we believe, but it 
is something we experience and live out. 
 
A key emphasis during the Easter season is our baptismal identity. Easter is closely tied to 
baptism because, in Lutheran theology, baptism unites believers with Christôs death and 
resurrection. As the apostle Paul writes, those who are baptized into Christ are raised to walk 
in newness of life. During Easter, congregations often reaffirm baptismal promises as a      
reminder that Godôs promise of new life is ongoing and active. You will notice that instead of 
confession and forgiveness, weôll be starting worship with a thanksgiving for baptism to        
remind us of a core Lutheran conviction: that Godôs grace is not earned but freely given,           
renewing us daily. 
 
Worship during the Easter season is marked by joy and celebration. The somber tones of 
Lent give way to bright colors, music, and the repeated proclamation, ñChrist is risen! He is 
risen indeed!ò Alleluias, which are traditionally set aside during Lent, return with energy and 
abundance. Yet this joy is not shallow or fleeting. This joy is a deep, resilient joy rooted in the 
assurance that God is at work even amid hardship and uncertainty. 
 
Importantly, the Easter season also emphasizes mission and witness. The resurrection          
compels believers to share the good news, just as the first disciples were sent out to proclaim 
what they had seen. This is not only about words but about action, love as a verb, serving 
neighbors, working for justice, and embodying Christôs love in the world. The risen Christ  
continues to be made known through the lives of his followers. 
 
Finally, the Easter season moves toward Pentecost, when the gift of the Holy Spirit             
empowers the church for its ongoing life and mission. This reminds all of us that Easter is not 
an endpoint but a beginning. The resurrection launches a new reality, that of Godôs kingdom 
as here and not yet. A reality in which God is continually bringing life out of death, hope out of 
despair, and renewal out of brokenness. 
 
Easter is not just a celebration of what happened to Jesus long ago. It is a season of living 
into what God is doing right nowðraising people to new life, forming them into a community 
of grace, and sending them into the world as signs of resurrection hope. 
 
 
In Christôs love, Pastor Sarah 
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From the Presidentôs Pew 

I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who volunteered to assist with making our 
Easter celebration so meaningful. Your willingness to share your gifts and talents truly enhances our 
services and helps create a beautiful and memorable experience for our entire church family. 

April continues to be a busy and exciting month at Grace, especially for our youth as they approach 
the end of their program year and look forward to the celebrations ahead. It is always a joy to see their 
growth and participation in the life of our church. 

We will also be holding our semi-annual meeting, which includes the election of new officers and com-
mittee members. This is a wonderful opportunity to welcome new individuals into leadership and to 
continue strengthening our ministry through fresh ideas and shared commitment. 

As I complete my term on the executive committee, I pray that the Spirit continues to inspire growth 
and new opportunities within our church. Thank you for the support you have shown to our leaders and 
for the trust you have placed in us. I look forward to all the new ways we can continue to serve togeth-
er in the future. 

Blessings to you all as we continue to grow in faith and serve together! 

Jill Wagner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ April 5th  
Lǎ ƛƴ Loving memory of Alvin & Lida Hoime and Bert Olson  
CǊƻƳ [ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜ hƭǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ April 12th  
Lǎ ƛƴ Honor of our Children & Grandchildren  
and in Loving memory of our Loved Ones 
CǊƻƳ WƛƳ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊƻƭ IŀǩƴƎ 

 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ April 19th 
Lǎ ƛƴ Loving memory of Milo & Betty Hamann  
CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ IŀƳŀƴƴ YƛŘǎ 

 
 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ April 26th  
Lǎ ƛƴ Loving memory of Loved Ones 
CǊƻƳ 5ŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ [ƛƴŘŀ LǾŜǊǎƻƴ 

!ǘ фΥлл ŀƳ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ  

ƻǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΥ  
DǊŀŎŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 9[/!Σ [ǳǾŜǊƴŜ 

hw  

ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭΥ 
ϪƎǊŀŎŜƭǳǘƘŜǊŀƴƭǳǾŜǊƴŜƳƴсур 

 

 

THANK YOU to the April sponsors 
 of our Sunday worship LIVESTREAM 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŀ  ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻǊ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΣ  ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜΦ  /ƻǎǘ ƛǎ ϷфлΦ 
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Executive Ministry Updates 

- Kniss Avenue, our west driveway, sidewalks on the west side of the church, and some street 
parking on Bishop Street and Crawford Street, will mostly be closed from around April 15 until 
about September 1. Most closures will not begin until after Easter.  
 

- We will continue to have access to our parking lots from Bishop Street, Crawford Street, and    
Estey Street throughout the construction project, especially on Sundays. While there will be         
inconveniences, we will retain full access to and use of the church building all summer.  
 

- In most cases, we will be able to temporarily use our west driveway for funerals as needed. 
 

- Some of our lawns and landscaping, and the city-owned sidewalks and alley accesses, will be 
impacted at times during road and utility work. Our sign is not expected to be impacted.  
    

- Our Property Ministry is working with MnDOT, the city, and Henning Construction during this  
construction process. Please contact Cory Schmuck if you have questions about the projectôs    
impact on our church or property. 

Highway 75 Construction Impacts for Grace Lutheran 

 

The construction project is technically underway and will have significant impacts on 
Grace  Lutheran for the next six months or more. Here are some key updates: 

 
Spring Semi-Annual Meeting 

Sunday, April 19 at 10:15am 

 

Please join us following worship on April 19 

for our spring congregational meeting. We 

will hear updates from our church leadership 

and elect new ministry members and        

delegates. The meeting is expected to be 

short and your participation is valuable.           

See you there!  

 
Can you help with worship? 

 

We continue to be in need of more volunteers to 

serve as greeters, ushers, Communion servers, 

media operators, and musicians to make our 

worship possible both for those in the Sanctuary 

and the many who worship with us online.  

 

Please visit the Worship tab on the church web-

site or contact the church office to sign up to 

serve. Youôll be glad you did!  

Save the Date: 
 

Grace 75th Anniversary Weekend 

September 12-13, 2026 

 

Make plans now to join us as we celebrate 

Grace Lutheranôs 75th Anniversary weekend 

on Rally Sunday in September. Watch for 

much more information in the coming 

months. 

 

Keep welcoming guests to Grace! 
 

Do you know someone who is new to our area or 

who might be looking for a church community? 

Or maybe a coworker or friend who would enjoy 

Pastor Sarahôs sermons or the music at Grace? 

Invite them to join you in worship or view our 

worship online! Grace is growing and always 

welcoming others!  
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DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ aL!Σ  
 
 {ƛƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎτǎǘƻǊƳ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎǎΣ ŎƻƭŘ Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƴƻǿΣ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜΣ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ  {ŀǿ Ǌƻōƛƴǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƎƻ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƴƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ 
ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƭŘΦ 
 [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ ǎƻ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ wŜƭƛŜŦΦ aƻǊŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳũŜǊƛƴƎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄŎŜǎǎ Ǌŀƛƴ ƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƴƻ ǊŀƛƴΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǘŀȅ ǿŀǊƳΦ 
Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ DǊŀŎŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŜƭǇΚ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǎŜǿƛƴƎ ǉǳƛƭǘ ǘƻǇǎ ȅŜǘΣ ƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜΗ ²Ŝ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀŎƪŜǘǎ ƻŦ ōƭƻŎƪǎ ŀƭƭ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ŀ ŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀ ǘƻǇ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜΦ 
 ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǘ ŀ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ннр ǉǳƛƭǘǎ ŦƻǊ нлнсΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǘƻ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ 
¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ /ŀǊƻƭ DǊŜŜƴ ƻǊ aŀǊȅ !ƪƪŜǊƳŀƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ƻƴ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ   
 ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎΣ уΥолŀƳτмн ƴƻƻƴ ƛƴ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ IŀƭƭΣ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ фǘƘΣ мсǘƘΣ ноǊŘ ŀƴŘ олǘƘΦ 
 
DƻŘΩǎ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ  
aŀǊȅ !ƪƪŜǊƳŀƴ 
  

άbŜǾŜǊ ǎǘƻǇ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ  9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ сΥму 

 
Grace Lutheranõs  

Semi-Annual   

Meeting  

 

will be held at 10:15am  

in the sanctuary  

on Sunday, April 19th  

Grace Lutheran Church 
 

 is sponsoring 1/2 Price Meals on Mon, Apr 13th, 
at Generations here in Luverne! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
To reserve your meal,  

call 507-283-9846           
Ext 11  at least one day 

in advance. 

Menu: 
Cheese Omelet 
Turkey Sausage 

Red Diced Potatoes 
Diced Peach Cup 
Blueberry Muffin 

Margarine/Ketchup/Milk 

 

Everyone is invited to  

Amazing Grays  

 on Tuesday, April 14th  

in Fellowship Hall  

 

9:30 amñCoffee and treats  

10:00 amñRoger and Vicky  

Henderson will give a             

presentation on their                     

Mission Trip to Kentucky                      
last month!  



с 

 

A summary of Roger & Vickyõs 

Mission Trip                              

to Annville, Kentucky!  

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 
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)ÎÓÔÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÎÅ× ÃÅÉÌÉÎÇ ÌÉÇÈÔ 

2ÅÍÏÖÉÎÇ ÏÌÄ ǨÏÏÒ 

/ÕÒ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ 4ÅÁÍȦ 

.Å× ǨÏÏÒÓȟ ×ÁÌÌ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÏÒ 



у 

 

bƛŎƪƻƭǳǎ ϧ {ƘŀǊƭŜƴŜ ¢ŜƪǊƻƴȅ 

[ŜƛƎƘǘƻƴ ϧ ²ǊŜƴƭŜȅ 

унс bΦ CǊŜŜƳŀƴ !ǾŜΦ 

[ǳǾŜǊƴŜΣ ab  рсмрс 

.ǊŜƴǘƻƴ ϧ !ƛƳŜŜ wƛŎƘǘŜǊǎ 

IŀȅŘŜƴΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ϧ /ŀƭƭƛŜ 

фпп мслǘƘ !ǾŜ 

[ǳǾŜǊƴŜΣ ab  рсмрс 

New Members welcomed in January- Correction! 

The names associated with these two pictures in the March  issue were accidentally                     

switched around.  This is the correct listing.  



ф 

 



мл 

 



мм 

 



мн 

 



мо 

 

 

Book Club will meet on  

Thursday, April 16th 

 at 7pm rather than 6:30pm  

 (for this month only)  

We will be reading The Personal Librarian  

by Marie Benedict & Victoria Christopher Murray. 

From Goodreads, The remarkable, little-known story 

of Belle da Costa Greene, J. P. Morgan's personal li-

brarianðwho became one of the most powerful wom-

en in New York despite the dangerous secret she kept 

in order to make her dreams come true.     
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DŜƴŜǊŀƭ CǳƴŘ 

  
Wŀƴ-CŜō нлнс 

 
 

 
 

LƴŎƻƳŜ  Ґ   Ϸ  млнΣттуΦмр 
 

9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ Ґ   Ϸ мннΣлопΦлс 

 

 
bŜǘ LƴŎƻƳŜκ[ƻǎǎ Ґ Ϸ -мфΣнррΦфм 
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April & May 2026 Schedule 

(Rehearsals are 7:15ñ8:00pm) 
 

Rehearse: Wed. Apr. 1st  

SING * Sun. April 5th (Easter Sunday)  

at both 8 am and 10 am services  

Rehearse: Wed. April 22nd & 29th   

SING * Sun. May 3rd                         

(Confirmation Sunday) 

Rehearse: Wed. May 6th & 13th 

SING * Sun. May 17th  

(Senior Sunday) 

 


