Event will be in the Grace Lutheran
Church Parking Lot

Bring a Lawn Chair!
Free Will Donation

Rib ticklers
Inflatables, from the Rock County
Corn Hole, Pork Producers
BINGO, & hot dogs, chips,
Yard Games cookies, water

EVERYONE IS INVITED!
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From the President’'s Pew

What a summer at Grace! And we still have the month of August left! Our ministries have been
engaged since the May retreat and there have been many fun ways to invite, welcome, and
connect to Grace including the Redbirds Game, the jazz ensemble leading music during
worship, Amazing Grays, the national ELCA youth gathering and many others. There has also
been a focus on our children, youth, and family (CYF) activities and planning which has led to
the addition of a part-time staff person. More good news is the great attendance on Sunday’s
during the summer. This summer has seen attendance surpass the last couple of June and July
attendance totals. It will be awesome to carry this momentum into fall.

The one area we are tracking a little behind is our giving. We have had more consistent giving
this summer than the last, but with the increased attendance it has been surprising to watch our
weekly giving numbers be similar to when our attendance was 20% lower. A couple of weeks
ago, there was a letter included with your quarterly giving statement. Pastor Sarah did a great
job discussing the importance of being generous givers and sharing that Grace is in a good
financial spot. But it could be better. It would be nice to get a monthly financial report showing
more positive balances throughout the year rather than just the end of the year. Our finance
committee had an interesting breakdown of the giving at Grace included in the letter. It is always
good to see the generosity of our congregation, but | was surprised at how much we rely on the
gifts from a relatively small number of people. When | saw the numbers, | was reminded how |
can give more. Our family’s giving to church is something | don’t update as often as | should.
The letter was a good reminder. I'm sure I'm not the only one that felt a little challenged by that
letter. How are you going to respond? If you are limited financially, can you find $5 a week to
put in your envelope. If you have been at a certain level for a few years, can you increase by
10% or 20%. Or can you create a new, higher level of giving in the table when we revisit the
numbers in the coming year. Whatever your financial situation, | would encourage you to pray
about sharing the gifts you have been provided.

| have always been impressed with the generosity of the community of Luverne and the
community at Grace. Whenever something has popped up that requires additional funds, we
find a way to make it work thanks to the support of all of you. | would also be naive if | thought
this is the last time we would be discussing increased giving. There are a few special projects
coming up that will require funds above and beyond our normal giving. Stay tuned on those.
But ALL of our weekly/monthly gifts are what keeps our church growing. Be inspired to be a
generous giver.

Feel free to reach out to anyone on the Executive Committee with any questions you may have.
God'’s Blessings to you all and | look forward to seeing you at church in August!

Lucas Peters
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STEPHANIE HOVEN WILL

LEAD US IN YOGA AT THE

LUVERNE AREA AQUATICS
CENTER

6:30 - 7:30 PM
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21
COST IS $4

RSVP TO THE CHURCH OFFICE

[ It - y-mpniorm
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I 4TH ANNUAL ROCK THE EDGE

COMMUNITY & YOUTH
PRAYER BREAKFAST

JOIN US AS TY SHARES HIS MESSAGE OF HOPE AND FAITH. HE HAS HAD HIS KNOCKS IN LIFE, BUT HAS
GOTTEN BACK UP EACH TIME DUE TO AN UNWAVERING ATTITUDE AND PASSION FOR LIFE.

WWW.TYEFOUNDATION.ORG

THURSDAY, AUGUST 22, 2024

HOSTED AT LUVERNE HIGH SCHOOL

BREAKFAST: 6:30 AM IN THE COMMONS
PROGRAM: 7:00 AM IN THE PAC

NO COST TO ATTEND.
RESERVATIONS REQUESTED.
FREE WILL OFFERING.

CALL LUVERNE AREA CHAMBER
507.283.4061

RSVP DEADLINE:
MONDAY, AUGUST 19 AT NOON

TY ESCHENBAUM




ELCA YOUTH GATHERING

Our group of 19 youth and 6 adults had an amazing
time at the ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans in
July! So many youth commented on how impactful it
was to experience new cultures, people, places and
food (even alligator!). The Mass Gathering and worship
experiences had positive and speakers that followed
the theme: Created to Be - Brave, Authentic, Free,
Disruptive, and Disciples. We will share some more
about our experiences on Sunday, August 11 during
morning worship.

ACOLYTE AND USHER SCHEDULE

Aug Day of Week Acolyte Acolyte
4 Sunday Harper Phelps Bridget Sandager
11 Sunday Phillip Rolfs OPEN
18 Sunday Cade VandenHoek Ingrid Schmuck
25 Sunday Tate VerSteeg OPEN




We are so excited to share the new plans for Children, Youth, and Family ministries at Grace
that begin this fall! Each age group will have a new name and programming designed just

for them!

The new names of each group relate to the themes of being and sharing God’s Light in the
world and our faith being a fire that grows in our children and youth, just as the Holy Spirit

burns and grows in all who have faith in Christ!

CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES

Grace Lutheran

Little Lights: Birth to 3 years old (previously Family Frolic)
Mondays 5:30 - 6:00pm

*Our youngest children and their parents or caregivers will be
invited to gather on a regular basis to hear about Jesus through
play, motion, and music in a way designed just for them.

Fireflies: 3 year olds - Kindergarten

(previously Preschool Sunday School)

Sundays 10:10 - 11:00am

*Our preschool and Kindergarten children will use Bible stories,
activities, and music to begin to learn about God’s love and
care for them and how to share his light with others.

*Fireflies will sing during worship about four times per year
including the Christmas Program and Palm Sunday.

Spark Kids : Grades 1-5 (previously Sunday School)

Sundays 10:10 - 11:00am

*Our program for Elementary-aged children is meant to “spark”
their faith and begin life-long growth in faith and love for God.
Students in grades 1-3 will use a rotation style curriculum and learn
about Jesus through art, science, drama, games, video and music.
Students in grades 4-5 will have their own “Route 45" group
session using a curriculum designed to help connect upper-
Elementary students with God and with one another.

*All Spark Kids (grades 1-5) will sing during worship 5 times per
year including the Christmas Program and Palm Sunday.

Using the QR code, go to the Grace
Link Tree and find Children’s
Ministry Registration 2024-2025 to
register for Little Lights, Fireflies, or
Spark Kids (birth - 5th grade) or
return the paper registration to the
church office

REGISTER

—/
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2024-2025 CHILDREN'S MINISTRY REGISTRATION

PARENT INFORMATION

Name: Phone:
Address: Email:
Name: Phone:
Address: Email:
STUDENT INFORMATION
Name: Birthdate:
Allergi
Age/Grade (circle one): Meecgi%lgls;/
Concerns
INFANT Y0 2Y0 3Y0 4Y0 JR-K
Name: Birthdate:
Allergi
Age/Grade (circle one): Meec;i%lc?IS/
Concerns
INFANT YO 2Y0 3Y0 4Y0 JR-K
Name: Birthdate:
Allergi
Age/Grade (circle one): Meecgi%gls{
Concerns

INFANT YO 2Y0 3Y0 4Y0 JR-K

| understand that through the course of the year pictures may be taken to help us remember and capture the
special events of our church. | give permission for my child’s picture to be used in church publications, such as
but not limited to; newsletters, church website, social media page and ministry brochures.

PARENT SIGNATURE

DATE




YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES

All - New Wednesday Nights at Graee!

Our biggest changes this fall are for Grades 6-12! We are excited to combine
learning, service, fellowship, and food all at the same time, on the same night, at
the same place!

Ignite: Middle School Grades 6-8 (previously Confirmation)

Wednesdays 6:30 - 7:45pm [ Optional Supper 6:00-6:30pm

Confirmation is now “Ignite”! Our brand new, re-named Confirmation program is
designed to ignite faith in our middle schoolers. Ignite will combine learning, service,
music, fellowship, prayer, and intentional relationship-building all in a way geared
specifically to middle schoolers!

The tentative Ignite schedule for each Wednesday is:

6:00 - 6:30: Optional supper and fellowship for Ignite Youth every week!
6:30 - 7:45: The typical session will include large group worship music, Bible reading, the
lesson by Pastor Sarah, small group time, a large group recap, conclusion and prayer.
Some weeks will be modified to include service projects, fellowship activities, or other
surprises!

*Ignite will also include some weekend fellowship events, an annual retreat, a couple
fundraising events, and the first ever Ignite summer trip in 2025!

*Ignite students will still be involved in and encouraged to attend Sunday worship.
**Ignite Kick-Off Night & Grill Out for students and parents is September 11 at 6:30pm

High School Youth: Grades 9-12

Wednesdays (Time TBD)

The group’s new name is not yet decided, but its new goals are clear. We will focus on
faith, friends, food, and fun every Wednesday! Our new High School Youth Coordinator and
more details will all be announced soon.

*Wednesday nights will include supper every week and a mix of Bible topics and
discussion, prayer, fellowship activities, service projects, guest speakers, and more!

*Some favorite fellowship and fundraising events will also be scheduled on Sundays.

*HS Youth will also have a mid-year weekend retreat AND a summer mission trip in 2025!
*HS Youth will be encouraged to participate in and attend Sunday worship.

**HS Youth Kick-Off Night & Grill Out for students and parents is September 11 at 6:30pm

Affirm: Grades 9 and 10 Confirmation (Affirmation of Baptism) Preparation
More information will be shared on September 11 with 9th and 10th grade students and
families about plans for preparation for Confirmation.

**Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) for 10th graders will be October 27, 2024 W

Using the QR code, go to the Grace Link Tree and find 6-10th
Ignite and Affirm Registration or return the paper registration to
the church office. More information about HS Youth to come!




IGNITE 6th-8th Grade
Affirm 9th & 10th Grade
Wednesday evenings

2024-2025 YOUTH MINISTRY REGISTRATION

PARENT INFORMATION

Name: Phone:
Address: Email:
Name: Phone:
Address: Email:
STUDENT INFORMATION
Name: Birthdate:
Allergi
Grade (circle one): Meecgl%lgf;/
Concerns
6TH 7TH 8TH 9TH 10TH
Name: Birthdate:
Allergi
Grade (circle one): Meecgi%lgISI
Cconcerns
6TH T7TH 8TH 9TH 10TH
Name: Birthdate:
Allergi
Grade (circle one): MeecgigclgIS/
Concerns

6TH 7TH 8TH 9TH 10TH

| understand that through the course of the year pictures may be taken to help us remember and capture the
special events of our church. | give permission for my child’s picture to be used in church publications, such as
but not limited to; newsletters, church website, social media page and ministry brochures.

PARENT SIGNATURE

DATE
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We are looking for individuals who are passionate about sharing their
faith and guiding the next generation in our Children and Youth

Ministry. Here are the opportunities available:

« Adult leaders and Youth assistants for Sunday morning programming (Fireflies

and Spark Kids)
Adult leaders for Wednesday evenings for MS and HS programs

If you are interested in serving in one of these ministries, or if you have any questions,

please email Erika Bierman at luvernegraceyouth@gmail.com

LN NS
Rally Sunday" a8

September 8th, 2024

Outdoor Worship under the tent 9:00 a.m.
(Bring your lawn chairs!)
Chris Cakes Pancake Breakfast 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
Family Carnival and Inflatables 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

)
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We are excited to start a new monthly book club in September! Our first
reading selection will be Little Fires Everywhere, by Celeste Ng. We will plan to
meet on the third Thursday of each month at 6:30pm in the church library. There
will also be discussion questions available prior to our monthly gathering. This will
be an informal gathering of individuals who enjoy reading and discussing a variety
of books in a comfortable setting (Grace’s newly renovated church library).

If you need a copy of the book, please contact Kristi Groth @507-920-0558 or
email @karoth98@amail.com by September 1st and she will reserve a copy
through the local library. This month’s selection is available on CD, in large print
and regular print. It is also available on the Libby app.

We welcome you to join us on Thursday, September 19th at 6:30pm.

Grace Library \

This month we are highlighting our fantastic selection of children’s books!
There are picture books, children’s devotionals, beginner readers, and chapter
books. With a new school year beginning soon, now is a great time to read every

evening with your children. Stop by the church library and check out a book or two
Q&r Sunday worship! /
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GradPads sh Care MinfiWomenos Summer Bl b
IS sponsoring . :
. Is meeting at WildFlowers
the 1/2 Price Meals "o o oW
On Monday, August 12th (129 E. Main in Luverne)
at Generations here in Luverne! at 8:00 am on Friday mornings
during the summer months.
Me nu:
Honey Gl azed Chick
Vegetable Bl end,
and Dinner RO
To reserve you
cal 1-2&9846 Ext
at | east one day
Anyone interested in attending can contact
Jill at 507 -227 -5273
i
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All men are invitedto athdh@d N O S

Bi

Our study takes place in the Fellowship Hall
every Wednesday morning from 7:00am to 7:50am.

Hope you can join us!
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