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Hello, Grace Lutheran faith family, 

 

I write to you from a little cabin on Lower Cullen lake in Nisswa, MN and it is a         
delightful way to jot down a few thoughts to share with you.  

 

I returned a few days ago from spending five days with 19 youth and 5 other adults at 
the ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans. I went into this trip expecting to be rather 
burdened by responsibility. I found it daunting to consider chaperoning so many 
youth, even with a great team of other adults. What I didn't expect was how much I 
would be encouraged and transformed by this encounter with God's love poured out 
in a stadium filled with youth.  

 

Our youth are amazing young people. They were up for the adventure, filled with   
energy for trying new things and meeting new people, curious about the stories 
shared by our speakers, and engaged with a vibrant contemporary worship. I was  
incredibly inspired by them and filled with hope for the future of church. 

 

This was a "mountain-top" experience. Like the disciples who encounter a           
transformed and radiant Jesus, the ELCA Youth Gathering provided a space to      
notice how the Holy Spirit and love of Christ transforms all of us and fills us with     
delight and peace. We were encouraged to be brave, authentic, free, and disruptive. 
Christ's love frees us to go forth bravely and authentically to disrupt injustice for the 
well-being of all. I'm so excited to see how God is working on each of the youth who 
got to see Jesus through a new lens on this trip. 

 

It always fills me with awe when I notice the Holy Spirit at work. I can't wait to have 
the youth share some stories with the congregation...keep your eyes and ears open. 
I'm excited to share a meal with the Youth Gathering sponsors to connect them more 
deeply with the youth and their experience. I'm super excited to see how Wednesday 
night is transforming to be a meaningful place of praise and growing the faith of our 
youth.  

 

God is always creating, but taking time away with others in intentional worship,  
learning, and service is a powerful way to remind oneself of God's power, love, and 
grace. I want to thank all of the youth who were able to attend and the adult         
chaperones who engaged so thoughtfully with our youth and each other.  

 

Thanks be to God! 

 

In Christ's Love, 

Pastor Sarah Zender 
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Invite. Welcome. Connect. 

How are we doing with our church-wide goals of 

inviting people to Grace, welcoming guests, and 

connecting with one another? There are many 

at Grace who are doing all three and there are 

many opportunities this August for you to join 

them! Our annual Block Party on August 14 is 

a great chance to invite others to Grace! 

  

Children, Youth and Family plans 

Donôt miss the pages in this issue of the Grace 

Notes that describe the ALL NEW Children, 

Youth, and Family ministry programs starting 

this fall. Each age group has a new name and 

new energy. This is a GREAT time for new    

volunteers to get involved with our children and 

youth! Can YOU help make our new programs 

succeed? Contact Erika for more information. 

  

New High School Ministry Coordinator 

By the time you read this, we will likely have  

announced our new part-time High School    

Ministry Coordinator. We were thrilled to have a 

number of Grace members apply for the         

position and are excited for the new energy in 

youth ministry! Thank you for your offerings that 

make this new part-time position possible. 

  

Operations and Property Updates 

The Property Ministry recently installed new 

brighter LED lights in the Fellowship Hall,      

offices, and hallways. They not only look nice, 

but will save energy and money! 

  

Our exterior (non-stained glass) windows were 

also washed by a local company in July and 

Pastor Sarahôs new office furniture has arrived! 

These projects were made possible by gifts to 

the Grace Building/Property fund. Thank you to 

all who donate to this important fund! 

  New GLC Website Coming 

Grace Lutheran will soon have a brand new 

website! The Executive Ministry and staff are 

working with McQuillen Creative Group to    

design a new website that will be easier to use, 

more informative, and much more attractive 

and modern looking. We will also focus on 

making it easy to watch online worship and  

offer information for first-time visitors.  

 

Possible New Grace Logo 

Along with a new website, we will also be 

working with McQuillen to consider a new 

overall logo and branding plan for Grace      

Lutheran. If you have experience or interest in 

this area and would like to be involved in that 

process, let the church office know.  

 

New Tables and Chairs  

We continue to work towards the selection and 

purchase of new tables and chairs for the    

Fellowship Hall and Fireside Room. We have 

met with a consultant who is working with   

vendors to find the products that we need at a 

price that can work for us. The process is more 

difficult and involved than we planned, but we 

are looking forward to getting it done right!  

 

Upcoming Appeal 

We hope to have a final estimate for the cost 

of the new tables and chairs in early August. 

The Finance Ministry has approved a short 

term fund appeal to begin at that time. We will 

be asking the congregation to generously    

donate towards the cost of the long-awaited 

furniture in the Fellowship Hall and Fireside 

Room. Our hope is to raise half the cost during 

the appeal and use funds from the Building 

and Property fund to pay the other half. Stay 

tuned for more information!  

DǊŀŎŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜǎ 
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²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ August 4th  
L{ !±!L[!.[9 
 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ August 11th   
Lǎ ƛƴ Loving memory of Helmer Bakken  
CǊƻƳ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ August 18th  
Lǎ ƛƴ Loving memory of Lowell Binford  
CǊƻƳ aŀǊȅōŜǘƘ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ August 25th  
Lǎ ƛƴ Loving memory of Marie Klarenbeek  
CǊƻƳ [ȅƭŜ ϧ DƭƻǊƛŀ  
 

 

!ǘ фΥлл ŀƳ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ  

ƻǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΥ  
DǊŀŎŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 9[/!Σ [ǳǾŜǊƴŜ 

hw  

ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭΥ 
ϪƎǊŀŎŜƭǳǘƘŜǊŀƴƭǳǾŜǊƴŜƳƴсур 

 

THANK YOU to the August sponsors of our Sunday worship 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŀ  ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻǊ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΣ  ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜΦ  /ƻǎǘ ƛǎ ϷфлΦ 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, July 21, 2024  

 

Delaney Nicole Hall 
 

was baptized at Grace Lutheran Church 

Delaney was born on June 3, 2024 

Parents: Anthony Hall & Susan Lund 

Sponsors: Olivia Lund,                                           

Brenton & Aimee Richters 

Hospice volunteers                    

Make a difference. 

Luverne Hospice is looking for     

volunteers to help provide comfort, compassion 

and quality end-of-life care to patients and their 

family members in the Luverne area. Volun-

teers provide services within local care facilities, 

the Hospice Cottage and within a patients 

home. If you would be willing to volunteer 1-2 

hours a week and want to make a difference; 

we would love to have you join our volunteer 

family. No experience necessary and we will 

provide all the training you need.              

 Contact Carrie Overgaard Luverne-Volunteer 

Coordinator for more information at                             

605-501-9008  OR                                                       

Carrie.overgaard@sanfordhealth.org                                          
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IŀǊǘǉǳƛǎǘ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ 9[/! ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ !ǳƎǳǎǘŀƴŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ  
 
 
 

IŜƴǊȅ IŀǊǘǉǳƛǎǘΣ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ [I{ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜΣ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƛƴŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
ŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴ ŀǘ !ǳƎǳǎǘŀƴŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ .ǳƴǘǊƻŎƪ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ϷмлΣллл ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  
 
¢ƘŜ .ǳƴǘǊƻŎƪ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƻ ол !ǳƎǳǎǘŀƴŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ 
ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ 9[/! ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴΦ IŜƴǊȅ Ƙŀǎ 
ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎ ŀǘ DǊŀŎŜΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǝƻƴŀƭ 
¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜΣ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΣ ƭŜŎǘƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǳǎƘŜǊΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
[ƛǾŜ bŀǝǾƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǎǘŜǎ tŀǊƪ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǘǊƛǇΣ ǘƻ ƴŀƳŜ ŀ ŦŜǿΦ  

 
IŜƴǊȅ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƛƴ .ƛƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ tǊŜ-aŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƎƻƭŦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ     
!ǳƎǳǎǘŀƴŀ ±ƛƪƛƴƎǎΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘŀƴŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ƛƴ {ƛƻǳȄ CŀƭƭǎΣ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
9[/! ŀƴŘΣ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ DǊŀŎŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴΦ        
 
 
 

 
 
 

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ IŜƴǊȅ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΗ  

/ŀƭƭΥ рлт-нуо-ппом   
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ƎǊŀŎŜƭǳǾŜǊƴŜϪƛǿΦƴŜǘ                                  
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Greetings! from Grace Missions In Action (MIA) 

 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜΦ hƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀƴŘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǝƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ 
ŀƴŘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ƛǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 
¢ƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǇŀŎƪ ǳǇ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻũΦ  !ǎ ƻŦ 
Wǳƭȅ муǘƘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ мул ǉǳƛƭǘǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƎƻΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōŀƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŬƭƭŜŘΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƪƛǘǎ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ      
ƭŀȅŜǧŜǎ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜŘΦ IƻǇŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜΦ  IŀǾŜ ǎŜǘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ с ŀǎ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ vǳƛƭǘǎ   
{ǳƴŘŀȅΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛƭǘǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻƴŜ ƛŦ ǿŀƴǘŜŘΦ 
²ƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘǎΦ !ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ      
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘǎΦ ²ŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴ ƻǊ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ [ƛƴŘŀ wŜƴƪŜƴ ƻǊ aŀǊȅ !ƪƪŜǊƳŀƴ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ wŜƭƛŜŦ ό[²wύ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƪƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ   
ōƭŀƴƪŜǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƭŜƊ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻƳōƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜΦ 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎτǘƘŜ уǘƘΣ мрǘƘΣ ннƴŘ ϧ нфǘƘΦ  ²Ŝ ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ Iŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ уΥол 
ŀƳτмнΥлл ǇƳΦ 
{ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻƴτ.ƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ŀǊŜ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭΦ ¢ƘŜ 
[ŀǿ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ŎǳǊōΣ ƳƛǊǊƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎΦ 
²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ²ƻǊŘΦ  ²Ŝ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƻ άƘŜŀǊΣ ǊŜŀŘΣ 
ƳŀǊƪΣ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǿŀǊŘƭȅ ŘƛƎŜǎǘΦέ 
 
!{!tΣ DƻŘΩǎ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ aŀǊȅ !ƪƪŜǊƳŀƴ 

/ŀǊŜ ƻŦ bƻǊǿŜƎƛŀƴ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǝƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ bŜƭǎƻƴ ǘƻ hǾŜǊƎŀŀǊŘ  
 

5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ DǊŀŎŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ŀ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΚ ¢ƘŜ 
.ŜǘƘŀƴȅ-DǊŀŎŜ bƻǊǿŜƎƛŀƴ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ WŀƳŜǎ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƛƴ            
ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ [ǳǾŜǊƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜϥǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ            
/ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ǊŜǎǝƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ wƻŎƪ /ƻǳƴǘȅϥǎ 
ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ bƻǊǿŜƎƛŀƴ ǎŜǧƭŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ōǳǊƛŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
мутлǎ ǳƴǝƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мфсл ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘǎǘƻƴŜǎ 
ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ƛƴ bƻǊǿŜƎƛŀƴΦ  
 

hǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƛǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ōȅ DǊŀŎŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ŀƴŘ 
.ŜǘƘŀƴȅ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ [ǳǾŜǊƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
bƻǊǿŜƎƛŀƴ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ .ƻǘƘ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ  
ƳƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǳǇƪŜŜǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ  
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   All men are invited to attend Menõs Bible Study at Grace Lutheran 

Our study takes place in the Fellowship Hall                                                                        

every Wednesday morning from 7:00am to 7:50am.  

Hope you can join us! 

Womenõs Summer Bible Study  

Is meeting at WildFlowers  

(129 E. Main in Luverne)  

at 8:00 am on Friday mornings                      

during the summer months.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anyone interested in attending can contact 

Jill at 507 -227 -5273  

Graceõs Parish Care Ministry 
 is sponsoring  

the 1/2 Price Meals  
On Monday, August 12th  

at Generations here in Luverne! 
 

Menu:   
Honey Glazed Chicken, Rice, Country                  
Vegetable Blend, Fresh Fruit, Milk                    

and Dinner Roll 
 

To reserve your meal,  
call 507-283-9846  Ext 11   
at least one day in advance. 
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