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Hello Grace Lutheran faith family,

God made everything good, so it feels unfair to play favorites, but certainly the
upcoming seasons of Advent and Christmas are a special time of year!

| was chatting with my youngest recently and | asked her how she felt when the

Christmas tree was all set up and presents started gathering under the tree. She
responded that she starts to get excited! W
express any frustration about how hard it is to wait, she just reflected on how fun

it was to watch it all unfold, knowing that Christmas was coming.

This made me think about how important the season of Advent is to fully

appreciate Christmas. The world around us wants to thrust us into Christmas

earlier each year. | think Hallmark ornament displays start to pop up in July!

Certainly, before October is over, | see red and green displays popping up

around the corner from Hall oween candy. Don
musicémy kids think |1 dm a r i dd¢awenatllistendo scr oo g
Christmas tunes before Thanksgiving!

So, | want to encourage everyone to slow down. We have 4 Sundays in Advent

to help prepare our hearts and souls for the coming of the Christ child. We have

a speci al gi ft that is coming and needndét b
months, so we are invited to the depth created during the waiting. The waiting,

the nurturing our hearts, the growing the depth of our spirit, the practice of
generosity to others, the dwelling in sc
worl d begins to change through Jesus Chr
magnify the Lord (Luke 1:46).
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Advent slows us down so that all of the sweetness of Christmas can be

appreciated. For, even the present of the C|
gift of salvation we experience in the future cross and empty tomb. Advent

invites us into reflection that amidst the strife and turmoil we might experience in

our earthly life, we know the hope gifted to us by God through Jesus Christ in our

baptism.

Jesusd presence into the world changes ever:
changes everything, too.

I pray for each of us to continue to be tra
the body of Christ in the assembled faithful at worship, in the word made flesh in

scripture, and the body and blood share in the sacrament of communion. If you

arend6ét in the practice of coming regularly =
this season as you are able. Come and participate in the unfolding, knowing

that Christmas is coming.

I n Christds | ove,
Pastor Sarah Zender
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LIVE Animals

LIVE Actors Kids of all ages are welcome to the
. : Fireside Room to experience

Fire Pits Christmas traditions from different
Hot Cocoa countries around the world!

Soup Supper

Grace Lutheran wiII-danhdeeeIIisvdroin@ [O;
residents throughout the mon| /e c
. Meals on Wheels
THANK YOU TOa. We deliver smiles™
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OAmazing

11:00 am
Tuesday, Dec. 17th

Join us for oSounds of
The Luverne High School Cardinal Choir, under the direction of
Seana Graber, will perform for us as we begin the holiday season.
We will also enjoy other musical selections. A catered lunch at 12:00
will follow the program. Invite a friend and see you on the 17th!

(sign-up deadline is 12 noon on Mon, Dec. 16th

DIES NIGHT

 CHRISTHAS
PARTY

DECEMBER 16, 2024 ‘AT
6:30 PM
JOIN US FOR SNACKS,
GAMES AND AN OPTIONAL
GIFT EXCHANGE ($10 OR
LESS), WEAR YOUR UGLY
SWEATER

GRACE LUTHERAN
', FELLOWSHIP HALLZ ’ ;




Grace Reading Buddies

A great opportunity is available for kids in grades K-3 to spend one on one time
with an adult volunteer to practice their reading skills. Whether your child is just
learning to read, perfecting their skills, or is a fluent reader, we hope to spread the
love of books and learning through one on one experiences.

Where: Grace Lutheran Church Library 0, 0)
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays
+..,25 Available: 3:30 - 4:00 om OR 4:00 - 4:30 pm
Online reservations are available on our LinkTree app or you can contact the
church office. Please schedule at least 48 hours in advance. Thank you!

LinkTree: httpos://linktree/graceluv Phone: 507-283-4431 Email: graceluverne@iw.net

| INSPIRED"THROU
SERVICE™

DECEMBER 11 AT 7PM

SPAGHETTI MEAL KITS FOR THE FOOD SHELF
b WE ARE IN NEED OF:

1 CAN OF SPAGHETTI SAUCE
| PACKAGE OF SPAGHETTI NOODLES
2 CANS OF FRUIT

N 2 CANS OF VEGETABLES
| PACKAGE OF COOKIES OR BAR MIX
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Delmar will be 90 years old on December 13tl! ! Ad vS NBEY OS
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All are welcome.




WELCOME New Member s!

( November 2024)

t I G NKORI

ab pcmME

GRACE

LUTHERAN CHURCH

W2 NRI'y 5S3S
| KAEFREYG S NJ
ond 2 [ dZBSN.
[ dZOSNY Sz ab

arh1S 9 alNB al c
HMC tAYS 5NRGS
[ dZOSNYy S>> ab P C

Yret8y 2a8yS818

HMHM { ® {Af @SNI
b owmaT

[ A2dE Clrfftaz {c¢

550A WSLJH&?Z2
tnc b hil1t$S
[ dzOSNY S ab




shme

yd’s hght carohng around Luverne \

Sunday, D@@m'[b)@r y)

ALL singers in High School and above are invited
to join Voices of Grace for any of these dates.

You do not need to commit for the entire year!

*REHEARSALS*
Wed. Dec 11th- 7:15i8:00 p.m.
Wed. Dec 18th- 7:15f8:00 p.m.

*SING *
Tues. Dec 24th-5:30 pm Candlelight Service




— ‘December, 2024

Oecember GLOW Givin

WE ARE PARTICIPATING ON THE ||~Js]='|F\ED THR\U q|-| SER\\/I[‘_I:‘
PROJECT MAKING SPAGHETTI MEAL KITS.
PLEASE BRING 2 (OR MORE) OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS TO
YOUTH GROUP ON DECEMBER 11.
1 CAN SPAGHETTI SAUCE. 1 PACKAGE OF SPAGHETTI NOODLES.
2 CAN FRUIT.
2 CANS OF VEGETABLES. 1 PACKAGE OF BAR OR COOKIE MIX

FAITH
FEAR DeCeMbee &

WE WILL HAVE A GUECT QPEAKER
will meet with Pastor Sarah CHARING THEIR FAITH STORY\

Wednesday, December I
7:00 in Fireside Room.

O9TH GRADE

LOW wiLL BE HAVING THEIR CHRISTMAS PARTY ON
i WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18
?‘ MORE INFO TO COME A DETAILS ARE TINALIZED!

6-3TH GRADE 6:00
3-10TH GRADE 630
CATERED MEAL EVERY WEDNESDAY

45 QUBGESTED DONATION

HEY GRACE....
Stop by the city park and grab a selfie

with our new park display and send to

Carrie to share on our Facebook pagel
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$15/box

sunday, December 8
following worship

Each family with a 6-12th grader is asked
to provide 8 dozen cookies for the annual
Grace Youth Cookie Sale.
V.
- Please have them in the church kitchen by gam
Sunday morning (December 8)

Money raised from the cookie sale will help off set
expenses for all the fun things we do throughout the
year such as jr/sr high youth gatherings, trips,

concerts, meals, snacks, etc.

There will be a sheet in the kitchen to cross
vour name off when you drop off your cookies./ !
WE APPRECIATE ALL OF YOU!




CYF AT A GLANGE

12/1 - No Fireflies/Spark Kids/Little Lights, Thanksgiving Break
12/4 - Ignite 6:00 supper/6:30 Meet GLOW 6:30 supper/7:00 Meet
12/8 - 1st Grade Milestone 9 am
Annual Cookie Sale 10 am in the Fellowship Hall
Fireflies/Spark Kids 10 am
Little Lights 10:15 am
12/11 - Ignite 6:00 supper/6:30 Meet GLOW 6:30 supper/7:00 Meet
**Affirm (9th grade) meets w/Pr. Sarah 7pm
12/15 - Fireflies and Spark Kids Christmas Program during 9 am worship
Fireflies/Spark Kids 10 am
Little Lights 10:15 am
Live Nativity and Soup Supper - Joy to the World Kid's Activities 4:30-6:30pm
12/18 - Ignite 6:00 supper/6:30 Meet GLOW 6:30 supper/7:00 Meet
12/22 - 1/1 No Faith Formation Christmas Break

N

IGNITE CHRISTMAS PARTY

Wednesday, December 11th
6:00 supper
6:30-7:45 party

BRING A WRAPPED GIFT ($5-10 VALUE) TO PARTICIPATE

IN THE GIFT EXCHANGE.

Dec Day of Week Acalyte Acolyte

1 Sunday Harper Phelps Annen Kopp Lauren Peters

8 Sunday Harper Phelps Annen Kopp Lauren Peters

15 Sunday Harper Phelps Annen Kopp Lauren Peters

22 sunday Phillip Rolfs Ingrid Schmuck

24 Xmas eve Charlotte Bierman OPEN

24 xmas eve Elizabeth Hoogland OPEN

s







