'Holy Darkness: Service of Word and Prayer
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Sanctuary open for prayer 5:45-6:30 pm
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Waiting. Patience. Anticipate.
It is the season of Advent. It is a season of waiting, of patience, of anticipation.

Waiting has never been my favorite. Once | know what | want, once I’'ve made a decision, | want it done

now. | fret at the in-between time. Even when | know that God is forming me in the practice of patience,
I do not like to pause and linger. | love to look ahead to the future and get excited about things to come

and yet the waiting sometimes feels almost painful! Anyone else know what | mean?

But waiting has always been a part of the human journey, in fact it marks the beginning of the human
journey as parents wait for the birth of new life. Those 9 months are some of the most precious mo-
ments of waiting, but often one only sees them as precious afterwards. Sometimes waiting ends up in
joy, but sometimes it does not. Maybe that’s why waiting is so hard, there’s so much uncertainty until
whatever you are waiting for is done.

Some waiting brings delight, but there are times it does not. Those who are waiting in a hospital waiting
room know they are in liminal time and space. Those who are waiting for a soldier to come home from
combat know there are no certainties. New parents waiting for test results hold back a little part of their
breath because nothing is beyond doubt.

Advent is a time of waiting. Even when we know the end of the story, for we know that Jesus is born,
there is an unsettling feeling in the in-between time. We get things ready as if all will be well, knowing
that life is never written in absolutes. But, you know, | think that the uncertainty of December and much
of the season of Advent has nothing to do with Jesus, but rather all of the pressure of the things we feel
we are expected “to-do” during this time of year. | know that | look at my December calendar and im-
mediately want to take a nap. It’s hardly the way | want to anticipate and expectantly await the birth of
our savior Jesus Christ.

So, as usual, | preach to myself and just invite you along for the ride. If you also feel a little overwhelmed
by the season ahead, you are not alone. | mean cookies, concerts, presents, plays, church and parties
and all the things! It can be hard to connect to what really matters. It can be hard to settle ourselves in-
to the deep stillness of waiting for a baby to be born. For Jesus to come again.

| invite you to take a deep breath and remember God loves you always. Look up and wonder, how can
Advent be a time to make the joy of Christmas, the real Christmas, alive in my heart this year. It will be
different for all of us. | usually need to slow down and simplify my days so | can hear God. Some people
need to find more time to be in community to be with neighbors. Others might want to find ways to
serve their neighbor to connect with their faith through service.

As pointed out in Lamentations 3:25 ESV, “The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who
seeks him.” God is unfailingly faithful to us. Seek God in this season of waiting and God will show up to
nourish your soul. There will be some devotional opportunities put out by Grace for the season of Ad-
vent but find what speaks to you. The Holy Spirit will guide you to what you need in this time.

May God bless you as you wait for the coming of our Savior. Peace be with you.

In Christ’s Love, Pastor Sarah



Sunday Worship 9am

Advent Daily Devotional -
Available in print and on
Facebook

Advent is a great time to set apart time each
day for reading and reflecting on the stories
in this season. You are invited to participate in
daily devotionals as we discover “The Power
of Yes!” spoken by someone in the Christmas
story. Printed devotional booklets will be
available on the table in the Narthex and east
entryway, or follow our Facebook page for
daily posts.

Holy Darkness: December 3,10, & 17

Service ol Word and Prayer 6:30-7:00 pm

Sanctuary open for prayer 5:45-6:30 pm

DECEMBER 24 3:00eM

AND
MuUSICAL PRELUDE 5:00pPM 5:30PM
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Call toJlJ@&sderPhel ps
Jason called the meeting to order at 10:10

Opening -FPrasyterr Sarah Zender

Approval of Agenda
M by Kim Schmidt, S by Greg Spath

Approval of the Minut esAnonfuatlh eMeleptriinlg 2025 Se mi
M by Kyle Oldre, S by David Iverson

Annual Reports
Mi ni stry-prreipnotretds i n the Annual Report bookl e

Treasurer 66r RepOeflttjenbruns

President 6kafRempolPPhel ps

Pr esi-Hleenctt Phel ps gave the Presidentds |Rep
Jill Wagner, who was unable to be present.

New Business
l ntroduction of th.e proposed 2026 Mi ni stiry

The proposed ministry budget is $615, 400,
This increase is | argely due to the contin
family ministries, congregational <care| pro
included in The Generous Path stewardshiop
mi ni stry and standard increases in operat:i

Request for approval of the proposed 2026 M
M by Darold Laabs, S by Ken Hoime, to appr
Adopted by unani mous voice vote.

Lordbébs Prayer anduddsgoBeneest
M by Rhonna Jarchow, S by Greg Spath.
Meeting adjourned at 10: 36am
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"YOUTH & FAMILY *

What’s Happening - Cookie Sale and Live Nativity

All Ignite and GLOW families are
requested to donate 6 dozen
Christmas treats to our annual
Cookie Sale. This fundraiser benefits
both of our youth groups. Please
drop off cookies to the church by
8:00am on Dec 7. We will also need
help before, during and after the
sale, so be sure to check out the
volunteer sign up on the Link Tree!

Link Tree 05
for Sign-ups! 32

CYF @ a Glance

12/3 - Advent Worship/Ignite 6:30pm
GLOW 7pm
12/7 - 1* Grade Milestone 9am
Ignite & GLOW Cookie Sale 10am
Ignite Christmas Party 5:30-7pm
12/10 - Advent Worship/Ignite 6:30pm
GLOW 7pm
12/14 - Fireflies & Spark Kids
Christmas Program 9am
Live Nativity & Soup Supper
4:30-6:30pm
12/17 - Advent Worship/Ignite 6:30pm
Ignite Deliver Giving Tree Gifts
GLOW 7pm

“Ke

Our Live Nativity on December 14th
is such a wonderful event for our
church and the Luverne community,
but it takes a lot of volunteers to
make it a success! This year, we will
need youth volunteers to help with
the Soup Supper and Kids’ Activities.
Be sure to check out the sign-up on
the Link Tree and volunteer!

Reminder

No Children & Youth Faith
Formation Dec 21 - Jan1

Little Lights, Fireflies and Spark
Kids resume Jan 4

Ignite and GLOW resume Jan 7

Stars! Angels!
Shepherds! Kings!

Sunday, December 14

Fireflies & Spark Kids
Christmas Program
9:00am

*Gather in the Fellowship Hall
after worship for cookies &
coffee! Kids can go to the Fireside

room for a craft caookies.
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CLRISTMAS SWEATER Party

Pull out your ufllest, most
over-the-top holiday sweater

GAMES, FOOD. GiFT EXCHANGE
SUNDAY 1 DECEMBER

5:30-7:00pm
“ Grace Lutheran Church

Milestone
1t Graders will receive their

Milestone on Sunday, Dec 7
@ 9:00am

Giving Tree 2025 Sunday, December 7 %
10:00 am

Fellowship Hall

Grace will be sponsoring
The Giving Tree for
residents of the Veteran’s
Home once again this
year. To participate, take
a tag from the tree,
purchase and wrap the
gift, include the tag and
return to the tree by
Sunday, Dec 14. Ignite will
deliver gifts on Dec 17.
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Acolyte and Usher Schedule

Dec Day of Week Acolyte Acolyte Cross Bearer Student Usher
7 Sunday Eli Kinsinger Nick Bose
‘ 14 Sunday Harper Phelps Nick Bose
21 Sunday Harper Phelps Nick Bose

Ingrid Schmuck Phillip Rolfs
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December 14 1. ElaHoogendoorn

2. Nic Hoogendoorn

December 21 1. AnnaBanck
2. Ella Apel

l Becca Hoogland

January 4

OTBEER PROVIPED

FOOD AND RO
p oM THE BOARD

X
Svmda December 7
followmg worship

GLOW families, please brmgbyour 6
dozen cookies to the church Yy 8am
Sunday, Dec. 7
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(the link will be coming out to srgn up to help
before, during and after the sale)

Illllllllllllllllllllllllll
For Decembe;g sugger WI|.|. be

served from b5 0 to all
GLOW to attend Advent Wors

DECEMBEM

BULLPEN
BURGER BAR

‘| CARLA VANSANTEN
NACHO BAR

zll' CHR IE'IAhAS BREAK

3] gﬂ RIST AIﬁAS BREAK
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Advent Wednesday December 3,10 & 17 |
E\/enh;vg#;_vf 6:30-7:00pm |
. |

|

GLOW will be assisting with worship

Sunday, December 14

We will need actors and help with the soup
supper! Be on the look out for the s:fn up link.
(or see Carrie to volunteer.

4 N

One of our guest speakers will be visiting us from the
St. Francis house in Sioux Falls.
St Besides providing housing for those in need, the St.
A : o Francis House also provides three meals each day as
}l dn(lS well as case management services to assist guests
}Iouge with obtaining and maintaining employment, attending
AL treatment classes, rebuilding their relationships with
family and paying off their debts to society.
As a Thank you and a way to give back, we will be
collecting items to donate to the St. Francis House

+ Aluminum foil, zip lock bags (all sizes), boxes of individual
Items needed: chips, brown paper lunch Lags, soc):k , diapers, toilet
paper, paper towels, napkins, postage stamps, sugar

Bring any items to GLOW from now until December 17

4 v

11



THANK YOU to the December
of our Sunday worship LI

SDONS 0% S

STREAMING
Worship service on December 7th —

Is in Loving memory of Our parents Harold & Bonnie Jordahl
From Gary and Janine Papik

Worship service on December 14th

Is in Loving memory of Lyle & Emily Mattheisen At 9:00 am on Sunday mornings you can
From Elaine Harms and Jed & Deanna Mattheisen and Family watch the Livestream from
Worship service on December 21st ourF a c e Ipageo k

Is in Loving memory of Carrie Bakken Grace Lutheran ELCA, Luverne
From Darold & Helen Laabs o

Worship service on December 28th onourY o u T Chimeel:

Is in Loving memory of Melvin Viessman @gracelutheranluvernemn68s

From His Family

If you would like to sponsor a week in memory or in honor of someone, please contact the office. Cost is $90.

VITITTITITIITII OIS 'eers.

The Heritage Committee invites you to a

Sneak Preview

HERITAGE
COMMITTEE

Grace Lutheran Church

of the Heritage Room on
Sunday, DetO0O783Gam8: 3

Keep in mind that this project is still under construction!
Come and take a look!

0

VITITIITIITIITE 27 errs.

Gra®ads sh Care Mini stry
is sponsoring 1/2 Price Meals on Friday, Dec|14th,

at Generations here in Luverne! y A K /’ /4 g GE

? /)Te Menu: Will NOT be meeting in December.
/, Beef Shephle

rdos,, R.i :
Country Vegetable Blerd e TobkForward to gathering on
To reserve your me

Fruit Crumble Tuesday, January 13th, 2026
call 502839846 Dinner Roll, Margarine
Ext 11 atleast one ( .
1% Milk

in advance.

12



Have changes or questions regarding
using offering envelopes or giving
online? Please contact the office at

2834431 or email:
office@graceluverne.org

If you use offering envelopes, your 2026
envelopes are now available and may be
picked up at church.

13
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ALL singers in High School and above are invited
to join Voices of Grace for any of these dates.

You do not need to commit for the entire year!

December 2025 Schedule
(Rehearsals are 7:1%8:00pm)

LR S S S I S S S

Rehearse: Wed. Dec 3rd
SING * Sun. Dec 7th

Rehearse: Wed. Dec 17th
SING * Wed, Dec 24th Christmas Eve at 5pm

R S S S S I S S

The Book Club will not be meeting
in December. We will resume in

January!
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Have you heard the commercial on TV that goes “Would’ve, Could‘ve, Should’ve?”

| shared a reading with the quilters one Thursday during coffee break. “Everybody, Anybody, Somebody,
Nobody” There was a job that needed to be done and no reason not to do it. There was absolutely none.
This happens to everyone at sometime, whether at work, home, or church. | could do that, but not right

now. Someone will do it.

There are times at church when we are asked to help—moving furniture, cleaning around the lawn or

serving as an usher, serving as a teacher, providing food for a funeral, committee meeting or for the young
people on a Wednesday evening. It is easy to tell ourselves that we are too busy, that we will do it another
time, or that we couldn’t do it right. Everybody looked around for Somebody.
Open our hearts Lord and let us be the doer this time. It can turn out to be a time to get to know the peo-

ple you are helping.

Here is something for Somebody to do—sew quilt blocks at home. We have some made up and ready to
sew. We realize December is a busy time for people. But MIA will still meet on Thursday, Dec 4th, 11th and

18th for those people who do have the time.

We have been busy working on the kits that we send to Lutheran World Relief. Someone is busy sewing
baby blankets, caps, sweaters and diapers. We have also started sewing school bags. We are in need of

heavy fabric (not denim) for the school bags.
If you have any questions, please talk to Linda, Helen or Mary.

Thought for the month: The voice of the Good Shepherd is calling you.

God’s Blessing,
Mary Akkerman

P.S. Have a great Christmas and share God’s message!
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GENERAL FUND dJaat 2025

$70,000.00

$60,000.00

$50,000.00 -

} Budgeted

s MonthlyIncome
40,000.00 -

$30,000.00

$20,000.00 - B Actual Income
Actual Expense

$10,000.00

S-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul AugSept Oct Nov Dec

THE

f

Il n
E x
Net

%G'FT\ Gener al

J adc t 20 7

C 0=m%390,089.83
pens&52670.10
| nc e/mM&2,58005 s

L4
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Mends Bi bl

Grace Lutheran %

Our study takes place in the Fireside Ro:om

\

6 t—¥Caitria Bjorkman, Trevor Johnson, Matt Wagner, Glenda Schneekloth

__________________________________

. ' / I'ml
All men are invited to atte! Eé‘réﬁé ! \S(U ||sh||'|gJ Do you shop at
TUDY U

~ " Eaade. Sunshine stores?
. < -Foods

///\

ubY

Our Grace Youth sell Sunshine gift cards and
earn 5% on the $ value of gift cards sold.
This is a GREAT WAY to support our youth
program. The gift cards are available in the
church office and may be purchased in $25,
$50 or $100 increments.

December Birthdays at Grace!

1 s—0akley Kopp
2 n-€Audrey LeBrun
3 r—Henry Mead, Lydia Mead, Brad Ahrendt
4 t—+Madeleine Schmuck
5 t—Kim Schmidt, Colt Siebenahler

7 t—Katherine Mostad, Surah Fruechte
8 t—Diane Holmberg, Richard Renken, Bridget Sandager
9 t—Nate Aldrich, Jennifer Beyer, Grant Everson, Jennifer Nelson
1 O +Jordan Winter, Mark Lundgren, Bennett Petersen
1 1 +fuige Sandbulte, Rebecca Gonnerman
1 2 +®annon Ahrendt, Camron Kopp, Nancy Overgaard,
Mason Apel, Thomas Rolfs, Austin Winter
1 3 +@®&reyson Mundt, Daniel Wendland, Delmar DeVries
1 5 +Mark Schneekloth, Karen Radisewitz
1 6 +Ilyle Anderson, Seth Bjorkman
1 7 +Brad Goembel, Dennis Gyberg, Cheyanne Bolluyt, Lori Mead
1 9 +Maggie Schmidt, Harper VandenHoek
2 0 +Allison Lysne, Kristin Rud, Neil Hoven
2 1 sMlichael Zinnel
2 2 A-Gavin Mead E
2 4 +kandy Kephart
2 6 +Hmily Wendland
2 7 +Mary Dahl, Lisa Rosin, Doreen Nicolaus, Daniel Petersen
2 8 +Jhada Hoven
2 9 +Matthew Wieneke
3 0 +Curol Serfling
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We have openings

y; for December
volunteers!

VOLUNTEE

If you can help,

and limit extra calls and texts, by

This is so much easier for everyone!
There are 3 ways you can sign up to serve:

1. Visit the Grace LinkTree page at
www.linktr.ee/graceluv

2. Sign up on the church website at
www.graceluverne.org/serve

please do not wait to be called!
We are trying to save volunteers and staff time,
asking YOU to
SIGN UP in advance for when you want to help!

-in-worship/

3. Contact Tylene in the Church Office

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Dec 7 TBD

Dec 14 fi TBD
Dec 21 fi TBD
Dec 24 @ 3pm
Dec 24 @ 5pm
Dec 28 i TBD

TBD
TBD

o } e 1]

USHERS:

Dec 7 i Suanne Ohme(2), 2 OPEN
Dec 14 A 4 OPEN

Dec 21 i 4 OPEN

Dec 24 @ 3pm A 8 OPEN

Dec 24 @ 5pm A 8 OPEN

Dec 28 i 4 OPEN

SANCTUARY GREETERS:

Dec 7 i Becky Gonnerman, Elaine Hansen
Dec 14 it Barb Oldre, Lynn Remme

Dec 21 i 2 OPEN

Dec 28 i Sandy Klosterbuer, 1 OPEN

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS:

Dec 7 ii Terri Ebert, 5 OPEN

Dec 14 A No communion

Dec 21 i Lynn Remme, 5 OPEN

Dec 24 @ 3pm i Lynn Remme, 3 OPEN
Dec 24 @ 5pm i 5 OPEN

Dec 28 i No communion
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9:00 AM on Sundays

Livestreamed
on Facebook
"Grace Lutheran ELCA, Luverne"
&
on our YouTube channel
gracelutheranluvernemn685@youtube.com

Sunday

Wor ship Recordif
On our website at www.graceluverne.org
Click on the Worship tab at the top of the page.
&
On Luverne TV Access Channel
Mondays at 4:30 PM & Fridays at 10:00 AM

Pastor Sar
pastor. zender @g
Ph 520873 431 e

Eri ka B

Yout h, Family & M
eri ka. bi er man@g
Carrie OV

Hi gh School Mi ni s
Care and Connecti
carrie.overgaa
carrie.overgaard
Kat hy Si e
Operations (

kat hy. siebenahler
Tyl ene J

Oof fice ©M

of fice@gr ac ¢

@g |
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Grace Lutheran Church
500 N Kniss Avenue
PO Box 624, Luverne, MN 56156
Phone 507 -283-4431
Website www.graceluverne.org
Email office@graceluverne.org
LinkTree linktr.ee/graceluv


http://www.linktr.ee/graceluv
http://www.graceluverne.org/serve-in-worship/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
9 ASMff 7 AMn’sBibleStudy [g. 309 aAmM [10 Mbship
meeting 12 N-ePosftliz Missions In Action | onlocal TV
Circle Potluck Lunch
2 - 3 COYF &af¥l 5 RmMiv Planning Mtg
meeting 6 : 3 OAdVeM Service |6 : %&) &iMm
4 3 OWoRHipon g : %&I)(\SNI\FPTM Scoutsin FH
local TV 7 . 1 5/0@rdhearse
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9 ASMIf 7 AwWn’sBibleStudy [8: 30 AM (10 Mbfship
8 : -3100 : 3 PeritAghl | DEADLINE for meeting Missions In Action | on local TV
Room Sneak Preview Christmas Gifts to 11 MBI
9  AAMrship w/Comm & Grace Chapel Service Parish C
Baptism & 1st Gr Milestone ?\;Ilisni st?yre
10 FREBALIES & SPARK . . : 3
10: 1B |23 TF e 5. 5 OAread service Prcemedsat
10 Yauvh Cookie Sale & . 6 : 3 OIGNPTH/ Generations
5 : 3 QGNIFERhristmas |4 @ 3 OWoRHion 7 RBMOW
Party local TV
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
. . 9 ASMff 7 AwWn’sBibleStudy [8: 30 AM (10 Mbfship
9 Adrship w/Christmas | pEADLINE for Jan meeting Missions In Action | on local TV
Program Grace Notes
10 KAdMactivities in
Fireside Room
4 : 360: 3 OLiveNutivi
6 Rdvbl Sing MEE 3 (CYF $Rafil 6 : 3 OAdWRM Service
meeting g : %EAIDGWM 6:-380 BiM
DEADLINE to return Givi 4 : 3 OWoRHipon W Scoutsin FH
Tree Gifts orerm&iving local TV 7 . 1 5/0G°rbhearse
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9  ASMIff 7  AWdn’s Bible Study 10 Rbdship
9  AAMdrship w/Comm meeting Christmas Eve *M$ onlocal TV
NO LITTLE LIGHTS/FIREFLIES/ . 3 [Pdwblelight Worshi
SPARK KIDS rznéeti?; ngF Salfl w/Communion b %é
. 2. 3 Gopr PN myigical prelude
41 3 OWoRtipon | Geek 5 : 3 (andkelght Office Closed Office Closed
local TV Worship w/Communion
28 29 30 31
8 : 3 0GracA M7  AWMn’s Bible Study
9  AChstmas Songs & Notes assembly
Stories ] 9  ASMff
2: 3 (CYF $2af¥! meeting
NO LITTLE LIGHTS/FIREFLIES/ | meeting
SPARK KIDS 4 . 3 OWoRHipon
local TV
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