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Hello Grace Lutheran faith family, 

 

Iôve been thinking a lot about Paul and his evangelism ministry throughout the                

Greco-Roman world. He was unfailingly committed to sharing the Good News with 

people and places that were likely unfamiliar to him. In his letters in the New            

Testament, Paul responds and instructs these new churches in their faith, but also 

draws attention to customs that may keep others from knowing about Jesus. For            

example, when he instructs the church in Corinth to have women cover their heads, it 

is because the cultural norm is for women to display their wealth and status with             

elaborate hair styles and fancy embellishments. Paul instructs to have women cover 

their heads to hide their worldly status and to focus on worship and prayer to God. 

Paul speaks to each church with correction when worldly traditions and norms get in 

the way of modeling life based more on following Jesus than the status and wealth 

held in esteem by world standards.  

I wonder, too, if minimizing the values of the world also is a powerful evangelism tool. 

Paul wasnôt trying to only convert the wealthy and powerful but wanted to share the 

news of Jesus with everyone. When the people in a worship space are homogenous, 

outsiders may not feel welcome. Paul, more than anything, wants everyone to share in 

new life in Christ. Everyone. Period. End of sentence.  

And Jesus was the same way. He welcomed everyone. The poor and blind, the                

widowed and orphaned, the sinners and tax collectors, and the Pharisees and               

Sadducees. They were all invited to know Godôs love through him. 

I think we could stand to have a little of Paulôs correction in our lifeéthough I donôt 

know what to do differently. We have such a vibrant, energetic, life-giving church that I 

want others to experience the love of Christ when they meet us! ButéI notice that we 

are pretty homogenous ï pretty white, pretty middle class, pretty well-educated, etc. 

Itôs not a bad thing, in fact, it is these qualities that really made me feel comfortable at 

Grace! But I wonder if it is these qualities sometimes get in the way of welcoming                 

people who donôt fit into that box. I would be interested to hear what you think. How 

can we open our eyes to see how to really be welcoming to all. This isnôt meant to be 

criticism, it is meant to be an invitation to wonder how to open our arms wider, how to 

share Christôs love in new ways that might be meaningful to someone who doesnôt 

match our demographics, and to ponder when our traditions are more cultural that 

faithful. 

As a group of us head to another part of the world to experience Godôs church in   

Guatemala, Iôve been praying for insight into knowing more about faithful hospitality 

and welcome. I hope we come back with some stories that might shed light on the light 

that is Godôs love which crosses cultural differences. Please pray for our mission team 

to immerse ourselves deeply in faith through service. And pray for the Pirir family who 

consider this new home a true miracle in their lives. 

In Christôs love, 

Pastor Sarah 



о 

 

 

 

Hello Grace Family!   

 

Welcome to summer!  It is a very exciting month at Grace.  During the summer, we as an executive 

team have the opportunity to meet with staff and plan for the upcoming program year.  Last summer 

we enjoyed visioning the CYF (Children, Youth and Families) program and it has been a huge     

success!  We are so blessed to have amazing staff and volunteers that helped make this past year 

so memorable for our youth and families!  This summer we will spend some time looking at ways we 

can build connections within and outside our church walls! 

 

The group heading to Guatemala this month will certainly build connections outside our walls.  I 

have had the opportunity to hear some of the behind the scenes planning and preparation.  There 

have been many hours spent and details sorted out to prepare for this event.  Recently the trip  

members had a meeting with the large group that will be traveling to Guatemala together.  One of 

the things that struck me from their conversations was that the group going to Guatemala and    

building a house for the Pirir family will be an actual miracle to the family.  They will see these     

people coming to serve and construct a home for them as a God given miracle!  What a gift this is to 

be a part of!  I ask that everyone please keep our Grace group, as well as the rest of the group  

serving, in your prayers and in your hearts this month!  We can experience indirectly the hands and 

feet of Jesus and the love of God through this amazing global mission opportunity!  Thank you for 

helping to make this happen! 

 

Blessings! 

Jill Wagner 

From the Presidentôs Pew 

 

Grace Lutheran has acquired numerous silver service items over the years from members of 

Grace.  These items have not been used in many years, and we are reaching out to Grace members 

who might want to have some of these items for a small donation.                                  

 

All of the silver service items will be displayed on a table in              

Fellowship Hall on Monday, June 16th thru Sunday, June 22nd.  

The church will be open 8:00 amð4:30 pm Monday thru Thursday 

that week.  Items not picked up by Sunday, the 22nd, will be donated. 
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2025 MINISTRIES - Grace Lutheran Church 

 

Executive Ministry (1-year term)   Learning Ministry (3-year term) 

 President - Jill Wagner    Tracy Hansen [2026] 

 President Elect -Jason Phelps   Hunter Petersen [2026] 

 Vice President - Cole Meester   Chantel Scarset [2027] 

 Secretary - Jason Berghorst    Nicole Meester [2028]          

Treasurer - Cris Oeltjenbruns    Kaitlyn Strassburg [2028] 

      

Music & Worship Ministry (3-year term)  Parish Care Ministry (3-year term) 

 Claire Johnson [2026]     Elaine Hansen [2026] 

Reece Bierman [2026]    Jean Hoven [2027] 

Carrie Oye [2027]     Randi Oftedahl [2027] 

 Kira Degerness [2028]    Marlene Kopp [2027]  

 Gretchen Jepperson [2028]               Lisa Lundgren [2028]   

  

Evangelism Ministry (3-year term)   Property Ministry (3-year term) 

 Sandy Klosterbuer [2026]    Tim Banck [2026] 

 Sara Schmuck [2026]     Cory Schmuck [2026]  

Kristi Groth [2027]     Perry Hoven [2027] 

 Kathy Wieneke [2027]     Mike Bose [2028] 

 OPEN  [2027]      Jim Remme [2028] 

                   

Young Peopleôs Ministry (3-year term)  Endowment Committee (3-yr term) 

 JoDee Haubrich [2026]    Chad Overgaard [2026] 

Brooke VandenHoek [2026]    Tom Rolfs [2026] 

Terry Hoogland [2026]    Carrie Overgaard [2027] 

 Tommy Sandager [2027]     Kyle Oldre [2028] 

         Nathan Overgaard [2028]                                OPEN  [2028]  

         

Finance Ministry (3-year term)   Nominating Committee (1-year term) 

 Mark Lundgren [2026]     Katie Mostad [2026] 

Paul Arends [2027]     Sara Oldre [2026] 

Knute Oldre [2027]     Melissa Sandbulte [2026] 

Darold Laabs [2028]      

 Sara Wells [2028]      
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June is Rock County Food Shelf month for Grace Lutheran 

The food shelf  is located at 208 W. Maple Street in Luverne 

Food items may be brought to Grace and we will deliver to the Food Shelf for you. 

There are tubs in the east entryway by the elevator.  There is also a list of suggested 

grocery items you can pick up. 

Monetary donations are also appreciated. Checks may be placed in the offering 

plate or brought to the church office. 

There is also an online option to give.  Go to our website (www.graceluverne.org) 

and click on the Online Giving button. There will be an option to give to the Rock 

County Food Shelf.  Thank you for your generous donations! 

JUNE LIBRARY 

 ƛǎΧΦ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ aŀȄ [ǳŎŀŘƻ 

Lƴ WǳƴŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ 
ƻŦ aŀȄ [ǳŎŀŘƻΦ CǊƻƳ ǝƳŜƭŜǎǎ ŘŜǾƻǝƻƴŀƭǎ 
ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊǘ-ǎǝǊǊƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ [ǳŎŀŘƻΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎ 
ƻũŜǊ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ                         
ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŀƭƪ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

 

 

{ǘƻǇ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻƴŜ ƻǳǘ              
ǘƻŘŀȅΗ 
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²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ June 1st  
L{ !±!L[!.[9 

 
 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ June 8th  
Lǎ ƛƴ Loving memory of brothers Jon Jordahl & Jerre Jordahl 
CǊƻƳ DŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ WŀƴƛƴŜ tŀǇƛƪ 

 
 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ June 15th  
Lǎ ƛƴ Loving memory of Chuck Ebert 
CǊƻƳ ¢ŜǊǊƛ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ 

 
 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ June 22nd 
Lǎ ƛƴ Loving memory of Parents Russell & Florence Aanenson 
and Lorenz & Helen Krogman  

CǊƻƳ DŜƴŜ ŀƴŘ 5Ŝō !ŀƴŜƴǎƻƴ 

 
 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ June 29th 
Lǎ ƛƴ Loving memory of David & Joshua Stroh 
CǊƻƳ WǳŘȅ 

!ǘ фΥлл ŀƳ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ  

ƻǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΥ  
DǊŀŎŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 9[/!Σ [ǳǾŜǊƴŜ 

hw  

ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭΥ 
ϪƎǊŀŎŜƭǳǘƘŜǊŀƴƭǳǾŜǊƴŜƳƴсур 

 

THANK YOU to the June sponsors 
 of our Sunday worship LIVESTREAM 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŀ  ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻǊ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΣ  ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜΦ  /ƻǎǘ ƛǎ ϷфлΦ 

fĀ zĥĀÓÀĴˋ _ÀĴ ʵʵˋ ʶʴʶʹˋ 

ēĖÀĴÙĖ ĚÙĖıíÎÙ ĲÀĚ ëÙúÓ 

Àġ KÀĖġĕĥíĚġ EĥĀÙĖÀú KĆÿÙ íĀ ZĥıÙĖĀÙ 

æĆĖ 

-ÀĖĆú ZĆĥ zġĖĆë 

fÎġĆÌÙĖ ʶʼˋ ʵʽʸʴ_˞ÀĴ ʺˋ ʶʴʶʹ 

_ÙÿĆĖíÀú GíæġĚ 
ġĆ 

GĖÀÎÙ ZĥġëÙĖÀĀ -ëĥĖÎë 

MĀ ÿÙÿĆĖĴ Ćæ 

-ÀĖĆú zġĖĆë 
 

_íĚĚíĆĀĚ MĀ ÎġíĆĀ 

-ÀĖĆú víÎëġÙĖĚ 

 

+ĥíúÓíĀç 

ZÀVÙÀĀ ZÀÿÿÙĖġ 

¢ƘŜ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀǊǝŦŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ          

ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƛƭƛŀ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ DǊŀŎŜΤ  

hǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊǎΣ ½ƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ LƳƳŀƴǳŀƭ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ          

9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜΥ ŎǊƻǎǎŜǎΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ǎŜǊǾŜǊǎΣ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ 

ǇƭŀǘŜǎΣ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎΣ  ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ                         

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛǘŜƳΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜΦ                          

 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 

ƘŜƭǇΦ 
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    }     Dear Grace Lutheran faith family,  

      In summer of 2025, Grace Lutheran Church will have a team            

traveling to Guatemala for Graceõs first ever Global Missions trip.  

This June, eight Grace Lutheran members will be traveling to San Raymundo, Guatemala for a 

Global Missions Trip with Casas por Cristo to build a home for a family in need.  

The mission trip will be June 22 -28.  While in Guatemala, our team will work with Casas por Cristo 

volunteers to build a house for a local family and visit ILAG, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Guatemala.  

We are offering óGlobal Missions Stock.ó This stock will enable our team to travel and serve in 

Guatemala. We would sincerely appreciate your support and purchase of Global Missions 

Stock, sold at $250, $500, or $1000 a share. Any amount of Global Missions Stock purchased is 

appreciated as we look to raise $7,500 out of the $11,000 needed for our goal.  

Please mail checks to:  

 Grace Lutheran  

 Attn: Global Missions  

 500 N Kniss Ave 

 Luverne, MN 56156  

Please write Checks to:   

 Grace Lutheran | Memo: Global Missions  

You may make an online contribution using Vanco Online 

by going online or using your mobile app.  

As an investor in Global Missions Stock, you are invited to attend the Global Missions                          

Stockholderõs Brunch in September, 2025 (date and time TBA) where you will see how your          

investment supported global missions through pictures and stories. We hope you will join us on 

this day to celebrate how God works in the world through this project.  

As you consider how Grace is sharing the love of Christ in the world, please pray for the Pirir -

Garcia family who will receive a new home, their daughter Katherin who is ill, our Casas por  

Cristo leader Ashley, and the team members from Grace ð Pastor Sarah, Mary, Amber, Peggy, 

Matt, Seth, Erika and Reece.  

 

Questions > Please contact Pastor Sarah Zender  507 -283-4431 

pastor.zender@graceluverne.org  

visit us online at graceluverne.org   

Grace Lutheran Church // 500 N Kniss Ave, Luverne, MN 56156  

mailto:pastor.zender@graceluverne.org
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 For registrations & sign -ups    

 
Go to:  Linktr.ee/graceluv  

 

OR go to www.graceluverne.org  and click on the LinkTree button  
 

OR scan the QR code  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace Lutheran is delivering                     

Meals-On-Wheels to Luverne residents 

during the month of June! 

What a great community service to    

participate in! 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU to: Lynette, Jeff, Gloria, 

Lyle, Marlene, Jean, Deb, Dianna, Greg, 

Paulette, Carol, Keith, Larry, Cris, Glen, 

Jan, Nathan, Micah, Emery, Lilly, 

Lynette, Kathy, Erika, Carol, Jim, Lona, 

Shirley, Lowell, Sue, Donn 

June 1ñAugust 9th 

 Office hours at Grace will be: 

MondayñThursday 8:00 amñ4:30 pm 

CLOSED on Friday 

http://www.graceluverne.org
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Do you shop at            

Sunshine stores?  

 

Our Grace Youth sell Sunshine gift cards and 

earn 5% on the $ value of gift cards sold.                                        

This is a GREAT WAY to support our youth 

program.  The gift cards are available in the 

church office and may be purchased in  $25, 

$50 or $100 increments.   

hǳǊ ōƻƻƪ ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ WǳƴŜ ƛǎ  
 

άǿƛƭŘέ 
 ōȅ /ƘŜǊȅƭ {ǘǊŀȅŜŘ 

 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳƻƛǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭƛƴƎ /ƘŜǊȅƭ 
{ǘǊŀȅŜŘΩǎ мΣмлл ƳƛƭŜ ǎƻƭƻ ƘƛƪŜ 
ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ tŀŎƛŬŎ /ǊŜǎǘ ¢ǊŀƛƭΦ    

 

¢ƘŜ .ƻƻƪ /ƭǳō ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ  
ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ мрǘƘΣ  
ŀǘ сΥолǇƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΦ                                    

¢ëíĚ íĚ ÀĀ íĀæĆĖÿÀú

çÀġëÙĖíĀç Ćæ

íĀÓíıíÓĥÀúĚ ĲëĆ

ÙĀöĆĴ ĖÙÀÓíĀç ÀĀÓ

ÓíĚÎĥĚĚíĀç À

ıÀĖíÙġĴ Ćæ ÌĆĆ÷Ě íĀ

À ÎĆÿæĆĖġÀÌúÙ

ĚÙġġíĀçː 

 

   All men are invited to attend 

Menõs Bible Study at 

Grace Lutheran 

Our study takes place in the Fellowship Hall                                                                        

every Wednesday morning from 7:00am to 

7:50am.  Hope you can join us! 

 

 

òAmazing Graysó                       
Tuesday, June 10th  

11:00 am in Fellowship Hall  

(followed by a catered meal at 12 noon) 

 

Our program is on òBee Keepingó 
by Bill and Sherri Thompson  

 

Join us for a fun, informative and interesting presentation!  
 

Signðup deadline is Monday, June 9th, at 12 noon.  
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DŜƴŜǊŀƭ CǳƴŘ 

  
Wŀƴ-!ǇǊƛƭ нлнр 

 
 
 
 

LƴŎƻƳŜ  Ґ   Ϸ  мтуΣфлрΦлн 
 

9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ Ґ   Ϸ мурΣлтлΦмс 

 

bŜǘ LƴŎƻƳŜκ[ƻǎǎ Ґ Ϸ - сΣмсрΦмп 

DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ aL!Σ  
 

¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ {ƘŜǘŜƪ vǳƛƭǘ !ǳŎǝƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻƴ              

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ нуǘƘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ офǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ vǳƛƭǘ               

!ǳŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ Cǳƴ 9ǾŜƴǘǎΦ  tǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ           

ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŎŀƳǇ ƳƻǊŜ ŀũƻǊŘŀōƭŜΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŦŀƛǘƘ

-ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƳŀƪŜ 

ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴǎΣ                  

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΦ 

 

²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǉǳƛƭǘǎΣ ǿŀƭƭ              

ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎǎΣ ǘŀōƭŜ ǊǳƴƴŜǊǎΣ ǿƻƻŘ ŎǊŀƊǎΣ ƴŜŜŘƭŜǿƻǊƪΣ ŜǘŎΦ 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴΣ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ vǳƛƭǘ !ǳŎǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 

ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊƳǎΦ ¸ƻǳ 

Ŏŀƴ Ŏŀƭƭ рлт-тсо-орст ƻǊ Ǝƻ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ǿǿǿΦǎƘŜǘŜƪΦƻǊƎΦ 

DǊŀŎŜ vǳƛƭǘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ н ǉǳƛƭǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŎǝƻƴΦ  

¢ƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ  L ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ 

ǘƻ ŎŀƳǇ ƻƴ ǝƳŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŀǳŎǝƻƴΦ  ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ нфǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ vǳƛƭǘ 

!ǳŎǝƻƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 

 

hǳǊ ǉǳƛƭǝƴƎ ŘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎτǘƘŜ рǘƘΣ 

мнǘƘΣ мфǘƘ ŀƴŘ нсǘƘΦ  ²Ŝ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀǘ уΥол ŀƳ ƛƴ  

CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ IŀƭƭΦ Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻũŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦ 
 

άtǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ōƻǘƘ ƴƻǿ 

ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦέ  tǎŀƭƳ момΥо 
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Happy June itôs officially summer this month and as we remember our skincare 
protection from the beautiful sun, we also look forward to celebrating Fatherôs 

day and time with family! 

 

June 1st is National Cancer survivors month                                                                
and National Cancer Survivors Day Foundation shares: 

 

ñWho is a cancer survivor? 

The National Cancer Survivors Day Foundation defines a survivor as anyone living with a history of 
cancer from the moment of diagnosis through the remainder of life. National Cancer Survivors DayÈ 
gives your community an opportunity to highlight the importance and contributions of cancer survivors, 

as well as demonstrate a commitment to enhancing their quality of life.ò 
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I recently read the book Oil of Joy How to Support Those Battling Cancer by Donna 
Wheatley, itôs a quick, and inspiring read written by the wife of Pastor Earl T.     
Wheatley, Jr. diagnosed with cancer in 2011. The book description reads: ñOil of Joy 
is an autobiographical sketch of the past year as Donna Wheatley has cared for and 
supported her pastor/husband, Earl, in his battle with pancreatic cancer. On the      
surface, a person might think this book is only for people diagnosed with cancer or for 
their caregivers. Yet, it is not limited to families living with cancer.  

The story is not a depressing tale of woe, but an inspiration! This book shows how 
our lives are a testimony for God, no matter what joys or hardships we face. We see 
how faith grows in times of adversity, how God orchestrates events for our good, and 
how we can be a witness for God. And it is about living a life filled with HOPE that 
can only come from clinging to Godôs hand and walking with Him every single day.ò  

Donna writes a beautiful tribute to the church parishioners, describing the love, faith, and support the 
Wheatley family received during that impactful time. Stating in her bookôs tribute: ñThe Spirit of the Lord 
GOD is upon Me...To give them beauty for ashes, The oil of joy for mourning, The garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness. Isiah 61:1, 3 (NKJ) To the people of North Park Church in Meridian, Mississippi: Your 
faith and strength have carried us through.ò  

Next most notably to me, is the range of ways parishioners shared their gifts to support this family. Donna 
wrote of her gratitude and appreciation for those gifted in the medical field, telling of the little boy she taught 
in Sunday school who arrived on a particularly difficult day as a grown adult, an MD, who sat with she and 
Pastor Earl and reiterated the meaning of complex medical terminology. She described how a ñyoung  
womanò brought a bag filled with meaningful and necessary things that they would use during the long time 
of hospital waiting. The young woman states: ñIôm no good at writing notes or picking the right card, but I 
know how to put together bags!ò Donna writes: ñSomeone went to the airport to pick up our older daughter 
when she flew in. My only remembrance is that she wasnôt there, and then she was. The kind one who 
picked her up is unidentified, but deeply appreciated.ò  

ñFor just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, so 
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Since we have gifts 
that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly.ò Romans 12:4-6 

A young man from the church came to do an electrical repair and simply knelt by Pastor Earlôs chair and 
prayed with him. She explained some parishioners felt ease approaching them to express compassion, 
concern and prayers, and others did so in creative ways privately. The many forms of prayer were           
appreciated as she writes: ñI now know, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that praying is the single most         
important thing we can do for someone in need. We donôt have to know lots of flowery language. God 
doesnôt need us to figure out what He needs to do. But we do need to pray with an understanding of, and a 
belief in, who He is and What He can do.ò 

ñDear brothers and sisters, honor those who are your leaders in the Lordôs work. They work hard among 
you and give you spiritual guidance. Show them great respect and wholehearted love because of their 
work.ò 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 

 

This was a great read. As I finished the book sitting in a restaurant holding a warm cup of tea, I searched 
up Pastor Earlôs obituary, and teared up reading what felt like a beautifully written conclusion to this book 
that I highly recommend.  

 

Whitney, Parish Nurse 
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