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Hello Grace Lutheran faith family, 

Very soon, we will send our inaugural mission trip to Guatemala. Grace Lutheran church 

has had a long history of supporting global missions. Weôve supported missionaries in 

their work. Our Mission in Action team has worked with Lutheran World Relief to make 

quilts and various relief kits. I know there have been individuals and families that have 

done mission work. Iôm sure there have been additional outreaches throughout the 

years with which I am unfamiliar. 

On June 22 nd , 8 congregants will go to Guatemala to work with Casas por Christo, an 

organization that leads mission trips to build a home for a local family. Iôm including an 

extended explanation from Casas Por Christo as they are able to explain the work they 

are doing much better. 

ñLocated at the southern tip of M®xico, Guatemala is the most populated country in 

Central America. Of its more than 13 million inhabitants, approximately 75% live below 

the poverty line. San Raymundo is a rural town located beyond the bustling streets of 

Guatemala City. The majority of the Guatemalans we serve reside in the rural 

mountainous areas around San Raymundo. These mountainous country sides are 

where you find the heart of this nation. 

Rooted deep in the indigenous Mayan culture, it is typical to see the traditional dress 

worn by women and children as they carry belongings in baskets upon their heads. 

Produce stands line the dirt streets and small markets carry meat for purchase daily. 

The roads are typically filled with potholes, which turn into muddy pathways during the 

rainy season. 

Many of the outlying villages are scattered with homes made of wood or bamboo and 

covered by rusty tin roofs. The inside of homes are typically sparse with only the most 

basic necessities: a fire pit to cook meals, ceramic jugs for holding water, and mats 

woven from palms which are rolled out onto the dirt floor at night and used for sleeping. 

Due to the lack of resources, women and children often suffer the most. Children are 

malnourished and forced to work to help provide for their family. With an extremely high 

illiteracy rate, the problem continues to grow. Although many public schools are free, 

uniforms, books and transportation are still a required expense. Rather than learning in 

classrooms, many children spend their days rolling wicks for fireworks to help with the 

family income. This job provides an average of $.10/400 fireworks or $10 for a full week 

of work. And although agriculture provides for 50% of the labor force, residents struggle 

to find consistent work because the main crops of coffee, cotton and sugar only provide 

seasonal employment. 

With adequate housing provided, families are relieved of one of their greatest financial 

struggles and a break is made in this vicious cycle. Children are given hope for the 
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future while parents can use their resources for food and necessities rather than shelter. 

As the American church partners with the Guatemalan church, a perfect picture of the 

Gospel is painted as cultures and nations are bridged together bringing about 

necessary provisions in the name of Christ.ò 

Iôm so thrilled that we get to share the love of Christ in both word and action globally as 

well as locally. 

We will travel to Guatemala City where folks from Casas Por Christo will bring us to our 

dorm. We begin work the next day. Because the construction is pretty simple, a home 

can be built in 3-4 days. We will be working alongside other global volunteers. When the 

home is built, we will gather to dedicate the home and bless the family. On the 5 th day, 

we get to go to Antigua, a beautiful colonial city and World Heritage site to experience a 

little more of the beautiful country of Guatemala. 

Following our time of service with Casas por Christo, we will go to Guatemala City and 

spend a day and lodge with ILAG, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Guatemala. 

Pastora Karen Castillo will bring us to their mission elementary school to see the caring 

work done on site to care for those who might not get an education otherwise. We will 

also meet with the Milagro school, a boarding school offered to young women to help 

them receive and education, religious education, and trade training to help them break 

they cycle of poverty and teen marriage in their villages. I canôt wait to share more with 

you as we learn about it. Weôll spend the night there with time for devotion and reflection 

and return to Luverne the following day. 

I donôt want to give you any spoilers, but Pastora Karen let me know that they are 

looking for companion partners for the school. This is an opportunity, primarily, to build 

relationship with the mission of ILAG. There is a small annual donation and annual 

service trip expected, plus opportunities to send people to teach English. That just 

sounds so cool to me! 

In addition to the church mission fund covering the service portion of our financial 

obligation, I am so grateful to all who have made stockholder donations, donated money 

for coffee, provided hammers, safety goggles, etc. It is a blessing to be able to minimize 

individual cost since the 8 of us are going as representatives for Grace Lutheran Church 

in the world. We are looking to raise about $3,000 more to cover lodging and food at 

ILAG, to pay for travel and umbrella liability insurance for the church, to pay for the 

luggage needed to transport tools, and the remainder of airfare. 

I hope to do a good job recording our experience with photo and video so our entire 

team can share what an amazing experience it is to serve with our hands and hearts in 

Guatemala. (This actually means Iôm asking my daughter, Mary, to be a good digital 
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recorder of all the things!) We will meet nightly for devotions and reflections which will 

help me capture the story to share with you. 

I hope that this journey is just the beginning of expanding our awareness of, ñWho is our 

neighbor?ò As Godôs love is limitless, to help others in another country doesnôt take 

away from what we can do right here and now. Through Godôs creative power, it just 

grows our love to be able to love God and love others more. Itôs like when you have a 

second child, the love you have in your heart doesnôt get cut in half so that you can love 

both childrenéit expands to twice as much loveémaybe even more. It is creative and 

boundless! 

I ask you to continue to pray for each missionary: 

Pastor Sarah Zender and Mary Dahl 

Matt Wagner 

Amber Davis 

Peggy Johnson 

Erika and Reece Bierman 

Please also pray for the Pirir family in Guatemala. They are a young family of 5 and 

their oldest daughter has significant health issues. Pray for Casas Por Christo and the 

good work they do sharing Christôs love. Pray for ILAG and our Global siblings in Christ. 

I canôt wait to see what God is up to next! 

 

In Christôs love, 

Pastor Sarah Zender 

 

PSéIn addition to all of the support weôve received to go and serve with Christôs love in             

Guatemala, the Mission in Action team has made a beautiful quilt to give to the Pirir family as         

a sign of Christôs love. It will be so fun to offer this as we dedicate their new home! 
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From the Presidentôs Pew 

 

From The Presidentôs Pew 
 

Hello Grace Family!  I find myself in a role I was certainly never anticipating, but I am truly grateful and 

inspired to be in this position!  I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Lucas for serving so           

faithfully and selflessly on the Executive Committee!  He definitely lead with a servant heart!  I hope that 

we can continue to tap into his leadership skills in the future!  I would also like to thank those of you 

agreeing to join a new ministry and those of you who continue to serve.  I pray that we can work together 

to continue to grow and strengthen our Grace Family! 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped make our Lenten Season such a meaningful experience.  It was 

amazing to grow together and learn how we can support each other during the highs and lows of life.  The 

youth blessed us with their amazing gifts of planning and participating in worship.  The music and meals 

fed our bodies and souls!  So thank you to all who participated in the Lenten experience!  And what a     

joyful Easter morning celebration we had!  A huge thank you to everyone who helped make that an  

amazing service! 

 

As we turn the calendar into May, we have endless opportunities for celebrations here at Grace!  Affirma-

tion of Baptism, Motherôs Day and the year end finale of Children, Youth and Family Ministry Program-

ming for this school year.  Let it be our goal to continue to grow and nurture our youth as they move into 

their next steps in their faith journey.  Let us continue to look for ways to to become a stronger and united 

church family! 

 

Blessings! 

Jill Wagner 

Grace Ministry Retreat 

Wednesday, May 7   6:00 - 7:15pm 
Fellowship Hall   

 

We invite all newly-elected, continuing, and concluding members of Grace Lutheranôs ministry 
teams to join us for our annual Ministry Retreat on May 7 at 6:00pm! 
 

We will begin by sharing a meal together, followed by updates from the Executive Ministry and 
opportunities for you to work with your ministry teams. We plan to be done by 7:15pm and the 
Ministry Retreat will replace the usual  monthly ministry and PPC meetings for the month of 
May!  
 

Make plans to join us as we celebrate all that God is doing at Grace and dream and plan for the 
ministry to come in the year ahead!  
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²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ May 4th  
Lǎ ƛƴ Loving memory of Jere Ohme 
CǊƻƳ {ǳŀƴƴŜ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ May 11th  
Lǎ ƛƴ Loving memory of Mary Odland  
CǊƻƳ {ǘŜǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ May 18th  
Lǎ ƛƴ Loving memory of Curt Thorson 
CǊƻƳ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜΣ 5ȅƭŀƴΣ 9ǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ [ǳƪŜ 
 
²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ May 25th 
Lǎ ƛƴ Loving memory of Pastor Charles Wilson 
CǊƻƳ bŀƻƳƛ 

 

!ǘ фΥлл ŀƳ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ  

ƻǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΥ  
DǊŀŎŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 9[/!Σ [ǳǾŜǊƴŜ 

hw  

ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭΥ 
ϪƎǊŀŎŜƭǳǘƘŜǊŀƴƭǳǾŜǊƴŜƳƴсур 

 

THANK YOU to the May sponsors 
 of our Sunday worship LIVESTREAM 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŀ  ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻǊ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΣ  ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜΦ  /ƻǎǘ ƛǎ ϷфлΦ 

fĀ zĥĀÓÀĴˋ _ÀĖÎë ʷʴˋ ʶʴʶʹ 

WÀÓÙĀ +úÀíĖ ZĥëÿÀĀĀ 

µÀĚ ÌÀēġíĸÙÓ Àġ GĖÀÎÙ ZĥġëÙĖÀĀ -ëĥĖÎë 

sÀĖÙĀġĚˊ WĴúÙ ̪ +ĖĆĆ÷Ù ZĥëÿÀĀĀ 

zēĆĀĚĆĖĚˊ úĴĚĚÀ `ÀġġĖÙĚĚˋ zÀĖÀ ZĥëÿÀĀĀˋ

-ĆĖĴ zġĖĆÙëˋ _íÎëÀÙú WĖÀĴĲíĀ÷Ùú 

fĀ zĥĀÓÀĴˋ ēĖíú ʺˋ ʶʴʶʹ 

¢ëÙĆÓĆĖÙ vĆÌÙĖġ +öĆĖ÷ÿÀĀ 

µÀĚ ÌÀēġíĸÙÓ Àġ GĖÀÎÙ ZĥġëÙĖÀĀ -ëĥĖÎë 

sÀĖÙĀġĚˊ zÙġë ̪ -ÀíġĖíÀ +öĆĖ÷ÿÀĀ 

zēĆĀĚĆĖĚˊ VĆëĀ +öĆĖ÷ÿÀĀˋ zÙÀĀÀĀ zĲÙÙĀÙĴ 

zÙÙ ēÀçÙ ʵʷ ġĆ ÌÙÎĆÿÙ ÀĀ íĀıÙĚġĆĖ íĀ

GúĆÌÀú _íĚĚíĆĀĚ zġĆÎ÷ 
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