GRACE NOTES
OCTOBER 2025

This fall, join us on
The Generous Path

Trust in the Lord
with all your heart,
and do not rely

on your own insight.
In all your ways
acknowledge him,
and he will make
straight your paths.
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Dear Grace Lutheran faith family,
The Generous Path begins October 5th, 2025. Let’s follow Jesus together!

It has been my great joy to be a part of Grace for nearly two years, now. | have already
witnessed tfremendous growth, which happens when God's people listen and respond to the
Holy Spirit’s guiding. We've seen growth in our youth program, growth in people coming to
church, growth in serving with God's love in Guatemala, and growth in connection with each
other which can be felt when you walk in our doors.

This doesn't happen without a lot of intentionality. People who give of their gifts in so many
ways. In this season, we are looking at generosity and what it means for the way we grow in
faith and how we can look to launching even greater mission and ministry into the future for
generations to come.

We are already generous givers. | know that. You know that. We always support whatever is
needed at church. As we begin The Generous Path, we consider giving thought and prayer to
how we give regularly, make an intentional plan to give for 2026, and turn in our decision to the
church as an act of faith. It's going to be good!

Because I've experienced how faith is fransformed through generosity. There was a season
when money was tight. | used to have a lot of anxiety about money. | was worried about
upcoming Christmas expenses, there were some unexpected bills, and my dog, Jake, was
limping after jumping off a snowbank. | didn’t know what to do, and so | prayed. The story of
the widow's mite came into mind, and | wondered if she had given all the money she had
because she was the most worried about money. What would happen if we gave God what
we worried about the moste So, | did this crazy thing. | upped my giving to the church to 10%. |
just wanted to give my worry physically to God. | wanted to trust that it would be ok because |
was giving God my first fruits like it suggests in the Bible.

And what happened? Well, we were ok. It was weird. We got some Christmas gift money early
and some sort of extra tax return money. It all worked out. We never missed that 10%. But most
importantly, something happened inside my heart. | was at peace. | wasn't anxious. | had
followed God's invitation to generous giving, and it encouraged me to follow God again, and
again, and again. And you know...eventually that led me here...so hurray for that!

Now sure, during seminary when | was frying to scrape by on an internship salary, | couldn’t
give. It was paycheck to paycheck and there was no wiggle room. But, one of the first things |
did once | started working again was to make sure my giving was in order...because it feels like
the faithful decision between me and God.

(continued on next page)



| tell this story because money is the tool of the world that we need to do AMAZING things at
Grace. It just is. We can stay where we are, and it is fine and good. But | think God is calling us
to be leaders in mission and ministry where we follow Jesus’ call to Love God and Love Others.
We can stay where we are, but we can also grow. Grow deeper and stronger in faith,
worship, and connection. Grow our reach to care for more of God's beloved people and
share the good news from Luverne to other nations. And generosity is a way to allow our
hearts to be transformed by God’s generous love for us.

Your gifts make a difference. In you. In me. At Grace. In Luverne. And in the world. We are
generous people. It is who Jesus was. Let’s walk The Generous Path together!

Thank you for your generosity.

In Christ’s love,
Pastor Sarah
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Executive Ministry Updates

How can | help?

There are MANY ways to help with our The Generous Path
Sunday worship experience.
Each Sunday, about 20 Yol NewGraceStewardshipsAppeak
to make our worship selvicesbegiasthismgnth!, and
for all/l in worship to feel wel come. Last spri g
we asked for new teams |blfi SvormMhntph vodWmt etreswlar o
| f you signed up, NOW |i8tiaduege me tBEeW| AMNY R
online to serve. And i1anydouthQaQ/%|n’ﬁSvdVIeuthieSei:rOend
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and read the guideline: wofrk Fgchl onoel_ EBSeraan br
Contact the church OfflthrWIéh questd ’ons.e khow
There are NEW opportunities to serve in Jesus’ exampl e of vl nc
our website and social media ministries. allow us to grow our |Imir
mi ssi on i n our chulrct
Earlier i n 2025, Graclg hdddgwswitceslura nd&tiwen, | ar
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i mprove and wupdate thglowenbsugeeank Soesday dur
medi a pages with currerfhiephotabvuandnew dand. expa
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church office or a met he ut
Ministry if you woul d |W‘?< ""'" B‘tm\?'%cFuTﬁ“% ee'F‘e'.f°”s ‘Path |
appeal on Sunday, October 5! Fol Il gqwi
More volunteers are needed to plan special wor ship, pl ease join D U r
events for Grace’s 75th Anniversary in t he Fell owship Hal | f o
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Memorial Gifts
to Grace Lutheran Church
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in Fellowship Hall
9:30 am Coffee and treats (note time change)
10:00 am Program

You do not need to sign up in advance.
Bring a friend or two!




THANK YOU to the OCTOBER
of our Sunday worship LI

Worship service on October 5th
Is in Loving memory of Clarence, Vi, David, Marvin & Duane Lammert
From Marilyn Galvin

Worship service on October 12th At 9:00 am on Sunday mornings you can
sinLoving memory of Bert ol | watch the Livestream from

From Lorraine Olson and Family our Facebook page:

Worship service on October 19th Grace Lutheran ELCA, Luverne

Is in Loving memory of Alvy & Pearl Kephart OR

From Cindy Kurtz and Family on our YouTube Channel:

. . luth I 685
Worship service on October 26th @gracelutheranluvernemn

Is in Loving memory of Albert & Marge Christensen and
Mary Blake
From Joel & Karen and Family

If you would like to sponsor a week in memory or in honor of someone, please contact the office. Cost is $90.

—_ ~ ~

GradPads sh Care Mini stfriyg -z X\

is sponsoring 1/2 Price Meals on Wed, Oct 15th i E ° Ci U y UE 4+ "
at Generations here in Luverne!

28 2zM 8 gC Ehilyig EUecCE
Menu: I CC+aUg i E _CAOAJ"
7, Salisbury Steak e o R .

Mashed Potatoes/Gravy | ¢ €U | CC+-0aUg Ui dau I U Al Al

To reserve your me. Green Beans
call 502839846 Dinner Roll/Margarine sGUUAEU UyAiu JChE |’ A 2C ¢
Ext11 atleastone ¢  vanilla Wafers/Milk fv 1 EiAg gC ge T1é hE
in advance. cK W f/

‘ Sunday, October 12t h, alt
_ § Everyone is invited to a Fellowship Brunch!

‘ | ,3@ Serving: Eggbake, fruit, muffins, orange juice and coffee

.t )’

\\_/ (glutenfree option available)

Free will donation.
All proceeds will go towards the LIVESTREAM of our worship services

Sponsored by Graceds Pari g|h




LOVE GOD AND OTHERS
STAY IN THE US

HELP PEOPLE IN NEED
GROW IN FAITH

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

e CONNECTION

LEARN ABOUT POSSIBLE TRIPS AND OPPORTUNITIES

OCTOBER I2, 2025
5:30PM




CHILDREN,

CYF AT A GLANCE

10/1 - Ignite, Affirm, GLOW (Ignite bring back Jr. High Youth Gathering forms)
10/6 - Last day to register for Jr. High Youth Gathering
10/8 - Ignite, GLOW
10/10 - Ignite last day to sign up for Corn Maze
10/12 - 3" Grade Milestone - 9am Worship
Ignite Corn Maze and Cherry Berry Trip, 1:00pm
10/]5 - No Wednesday Activities, MEA Break
10/19 - No Sunday morning Little Lights, Fireflies, or Spark Kids, MEA Break
10/22 - Ignite, GLOW *Ignite Wreath Sale begins*
10/26 - Prayer Walk and Pumpkins Children & Family Activity, 1:00 pm
10/29 - Ignite/Affirm, GLOW
10/31- Come see Grace Lutheran at the community Trunk-or-Treat!

SWMN ELCA
Junior High Youth Gathering
Friday, Nov 21 - Saturday, Nov 22
Willmar, MN
Grades 6-8
SIGN UP WITH ERIKA BY OCT. 6

IGNITE TRIP TO

GRACE LUTHERAN & HEARTLAND COUNTRY

CORN
y MAZE

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12
DEPART GRACE @ 1:00 PM

Use the QR

Code to ARRIVE BACK AROUND 5:00 PM
Sign Up

Bring money for a stop at Cherry Berry
on the way home.
Corn Maze ticket paid for by Youth Funds.

Deadline to sign up is October 8th. Interested?
*We must have 20 people attending to go* .
Contact Erika!




ANRS

NO FAITH FORMATION
FOR MEA BREAR

FUNDRAISER

Sales from October 22 -
November 5
Contact 6-8" Youth, or
Order from the Church

NO IGNITE/GLOW OGT 15
7o NO LITILE LIGHTS/FIREFLIES/SPARK
A HIDS 0CT 18

)
- s@  PRAYER WALK 8
MILES|ONES -+ PUMPKINS

MINISTRY 4 Children & Family Activity

Su nday‘r L L
1:00 pm

rd
3" G rad € Join us for a prayer walk around the
Mi Iestone Grace nfeighborho.od followed by
pumpkin decorating at church.
‘ 9:00am V
Link Tree by Oct. 24 so we can have
enough pumpkins for everyonel

ACOLYTE AND USHER SCHEDULE

attend with an adult. Sign up on the

Student Usher

Oct Day of Week Acolyte Acolyte
5 Sunday Eli Kinsinger Chandler Papik Krosby Sandbulte
12 Sunday Eli Kinsinger Chandler Papik Krosby Sandbulte
19 Sunday Emersyn Klosterbuer [Kullen Radisewitz-Schear Krosby Sandbulte
26 Reformationsunday | Emersyn Klosterbuer Axel Scarset Tate VerSteeg Nick Hoogendoorn




¥ ) ALL 9-12™graders are invited,
/ welcomed and encouraged to
attend.

1 We will have our
SPECLA first speaker
wnmg us on
ednesday,

October 2Z.

the MN Veterans home on Sunday,
October 26. PLEASE SIGNUP ON
THE YOUTH BOARD TO HELP!

We will be provding an afternoon o . M

treat following BINGO. It willbea /| ”D’*‘%D%’n@ bea L_;E’ff

very rewarding afternoon with our L R Ser,, Sy
veterans! Ce

AllL 9% graders will meet at 7:00 in the
GFFIRM Fireside Room
Wednesday, October 1
Wednesday, October 29

REMEMEER...we have supper We

o
each weekl lﬂ’ &Rﬂaﬂgfff‘ﬂ USE S0
Supper Is served from 5:45—?“ You g '5;{? Wedn eﬂgﬂfpsen,ing
suggesied $5/ person be g _},ﬂt;?&a: aﬂédr;::;w V suppers
Mﬂﬂ' m"i{fef

-&qﬁ; e
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1.0livia Lund
OCtObEI' 5 Z2.Neveah Lund
October 12 1.Connor Bose

Z2.Luci Bose

- - Qctober 19 MeA weekend

1.Matthew Gangestad
OCtObEI’ 26 2.Colton Haubrﬁ:h

« /07 W Be thinking about your GLOW Guardian
Choose one person in your life who has made an impact on
your Faith. Someone who exemplifies Matthew 5:16 and not
" only shines a light for others, but has shown that light to you.
Remember you will also need a 4x6 picture of your GLOW
Guardian; which we will put in a frame to be displayed in the
youth room as a reminder of your strength, faith and call to
shine your light.
Photos and paragraphs will be due October 22

Corn Maze .

Wed nesday, October 8

OCTOBER *“~“dleaving church at 6:30

You may bring 1 friend!

0] SPAGHETTI AND GARLIC BREAD $5 per person

*Sign up on yvouth board b

BULLPEN gnup O)ét. 5 y
03 PULLED PORK SANDWICH, BEANS, CHIPS
(WE WILL NEED 6-7 ADULT DRIVERS)

15 MEA- NO MEAL/NO ACTIVITY

2 BULLPEN
WALKING TACOS - -
BULLPEN At GLOW, we gather to grow, live out our
bright—sharing
29 PIZZ AND WINGS faith, and shine God’s love

with each other, our church and our
community.

11



On Saturday,
Oct. 25th, at 9 am
Grace Lutheran Church e
you are invited to
E Monday evenings
N e 7o raie b help clean up the
v : September 22 - November 10th landscape around the church. If
WHAT
0 .
0 Join a small group for this 8 week book study you have, please bri ng:
g You ‘ on forgiveness with leaders Pastor Sarah Zender
: CAN'T ‘ . and Tyann Kramer. 1'[ Leaf blowe rs
a g FORGET : Please purchase book at your preferred retailer. ﬂ Hedge tl"l mmer
e There are copies at the library and it is available 1] Tra | |e rs
E used online. If you need a copy provided for you,
please let Pastor Sarah know.
Sign up via the Grace Lutheran Linktree or in
the office.
Many Hands Muke Hork
- : -"‘“"’ « , 3 = \( }. B ¢ e
\‘\ ) = ‘Y l"‘ ;:'.‘ p - “}
‘* e B A
!& 2 > [ s , S Ty > 3 |
o0Gr ai t /GJ aceo
% P> «‘ S 4 () { V-4 .L . =

== If you are a pm?ufer and woul?f Ilke to‘é’nate a partlpn o‘f your gram *f?\
durmg thlsha’rm season torgrace Lutheran, please 1et'your eIevator ———
: and/or*purchaser know and they can submlt fﬁ‘é‘ 3 :

. aaad -
- ( >
o : ~ L3

Our book selection for October is

“Anxious People”
by Fredrik Backman

The Book Club will meet
¢éi E [ E AA [ AafTHirsday, October 16th,

cAgEéUEI A¢ C& at6:30pm in the Library.
i AOi 1 i OhAuUE IJéC
UA6CJ EUAOI Ac¢
Of ET FEET Ag A Aharmlng, poignant novel about a
N . = < that neyer-took place, a would-be
I AEFUgJ Ca 1C 7 A 2 WOUra=b
s < . 2% "bankyob er who disappears into thin air,
A T CyeCcEgAl gn eight extremely anxious strangers
EUGGTiAg . £ i gers:
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SANBOG2NE { S|
seana@graberfamily.net
1 O02YLI yA&alx

janinepapik@hotmail.com

N

c

ALL singers in High School and above are invited
to join Voices of Grace for any of these dates.

You do not need to commit for the entire year!

Octobern December 2025 Schedule
(Rehearsals are 7:1% 8:00pm)

Rehearse: Wed. Oct 1st & 8th & 22nd

SING * Sun. Oct 26th

Pl B I I S I I I S i S I S 4

Rehearse: Wed. Nov 5th & 12th

SING * Sun. Nov 16th

P I I I I I I b i I I I I i I I I b i

Rehearse: Wed. Dec 3rd

SING * Sun. Dec 7th

Rehearse: Wed. Dec 17th
SING * Wed, Dec 24th Christmas Eve at 5pm

Do you have changes/questions/updates regarding offering
envelopes or giving online?

Would you like to receive offering envelopes? ‘)
Do you receive offering envelopes but don’t use them?
Do you have questions about giving online? ®

2025 offering envelopes will be available late November.

Please contact the office at 283 4431 or email: office@graceluverne.org

13



DNBESay3da FNRY alL! X

o

ku

]

R\

It is October and a new year for MIA. We start a new count of the quilts we make. —
Quilt Sunday is October 12th this year. It is always a very special day. As we look MITS I Q,N S

at the sea of color on all the pews, it gives us time to remember all the special n

people who have been very important and needed.

We have lost several of our quilters in the last few years. They are still with us but unable to cut and sew.
Marybeth Binford has sewn many quilts at home. Ardyth Bowen has also sewn many quilts. Virgene Bullis,
though she moved to be with family, continues to sew. She loves to make caps and sweaters along with
quilt tops. Carol Green has lots of quilt blocks on her tally. She puts them together for the women to sew
and she ties quilts. Betty Hamann was one of the original quilters on Thursdays. Roger and Vicky
Henderson work on quilts at home and at church. Alice Bjerrum also made many lovely and colorful
sweaters. Rhonna Jarchow sews sweaters at home. Helen Laabs is a shopper and a quilter. Karen Menage
sews quilts. Bonnie Moeller sews quilt tops at home. Gloria Nelson makes quilt tops at home and at
church. Doreen Nicholas has tied many quilts. Barb Oldre is our newest addition to tie quilts. Linda Renken
is co-chairman and makes quilts. Carol Richters is Linda’s partner in putting the quilt pieces together
before they are sewn and tied. Jan Rud sews quilts. Maggie Schmidt sews at home. Carol Serfling sews at
home. Dianna Spath helps out wherever needed. Arlene Bendix has sewn many quilts at home and at
church.

A verse to think on for all whom I've worked with in the last 23 years. “The Lord will watch over your
coming and going, both now and forever.” Psalm 121:8

A special thank-you to the staff who make this project a success. Our quilting dates in October are on
Thursdays, the 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th. We meet in Fellowship Hall from 8:30am—12 noon.

Thank you, and God bless all who read the Grace Notes.
alNE ! 1T1SNYIyYy

GENERAL FUND Jan-Aug 2025
$70,000.00 % THE
I %G'OFT\ General Fund
GIVING
$50,000.00 — Jan-Aug 2025
Budgeted Monthly
Income ($46,460)
$40,000.00 - —
Income = S 316,465.24
$30,000.00 -
B Actual Income Expenses = S 366,23209
$20,000.00 -
Actual Expense Net Income/Loss = $ - 49,766.85
$10,000.00 -
s ;
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

14



All men are invited to attel IBLG i

Mends Bi bl TUDY U «

Grace Lutheran %

Our study takes place in the Fellowship !—Ial

/ |l m!
unshine, Dovoustopat
@3 Fﬁds Sunshine stores?

///\

Our Grace Youth sell Sunshine gift cards and
earn 5% on the $ value of gift cards sold.
This is a GREAT WAY to support our youth
program. The gift cards are available in the
church office and may be purchased in $25,
$50 or $100 increments.

October Birthdays at Grace!

1st—Claire Johnson
2nd—Oscar Holmberg, Kara Swier, Walter Tofteland

4th—Tracy Hansen, Christian Jepperson, Madilyn Oye, Bradley VerSteeg
6th—Chad Anderson, William Rolfs, Ingrid Sandager, Ingrid Schmuck

7th—Angela Ahrendt
8th—Miichael Bose
9th—Jason Mundt, Kathy Wieneke

10th—Tucker Banck, Vidalia Dietrich, Colton Haubrich, Kullen Radisewitz-Schear, Paulette Richters
11th—Kayla Bloemendaal, Terri Ebert, Jacinda Hustoft, Slaten Jepperson, Jan Kinsinger,
Debra Kroon, Michael Mead, Alissa Rofshus, Janice Schei

12th—Heidi Kraemer, Jared Leuthold, Amy Petersen
13th—Debbie Halverson, Kathleen Rolfs

14th—Christopher Kramer, Mallory Nelson, Nancy Wiertzma

15th—Mark Overgaard
16th—Kuhbie Siebenahler, Sherri Thompson

17th—Gene Aanenson, Dalton Gath, Brody Goembel, Alan Hinz

19th—Jennifer Fick-Gaul, Eli Kinsinger, Robert Lee
20th—Cody Christensen

21st—Jim Hatting, Leigh Ann Remme

22nd—Kathy Fick, Keith Graber, Lauren Hansen
23rd—Julia Beyer, Stacy Gangestad

24th—David Broesder, Kristen Gath, Tristan Kroger
25th—Josi Altman, Anna LeBrun

26th—Brendan Eidem, Alec Hoven

27th—Karen Hoime, Roland Miller, Tom Miller, Tom Rops
28th—Merle Behrens

29th—Mark Dammann, Hazel Kurtz, Michael Rofshus
30th—Debra Lusty

31st—Gavin Hoven, Patti Nelson, Maria Rops

15




We have openings
y for October

volunteers!
VOLUNTEE

If you can help, please do not wait to be called!
We are trying to save volunteers and staff time,
and limit extra calls and texts, by asking YOU to
SIGN UP in advance for when you want to help!
This is so much easier for everyone!

There are 3 ways you can sign up to serve:

1. Visit the Grace LinkTree page at
www.linkir.ee/graceluv

2. Sign up on the church website at
www.graceluverne.org/serve-in-worship/

3. Contact Tylene in the Church Office

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Oct 5—TBD

Oct 12—TBD

Oct 19—TBD

Oct 26—TBD

USHERS:

Oct 5—Tony & Melissa Sandbulte Family
Oct 12—Tony & Melissa Sandbulte Family
Oct 19—OPEN

Oct 26—Tony & Melissa Sandbulte Family

SANCTUARY GREETERS:

Oct 5—Tom & Marlene Kopp

Oct 12—Greg & Dianna Spath

Oct 19—Becky Gonnerman & Elaine Hansen
Oct 26—Greg & Dianna Spath

ENTRYWAY GREETERS:

Oct 5—Olivia & Neveah Lund

Oct 12—Lucy & Connor Bose

Oct 19—MEA Break

Oct 26—Matthew Gangestad & Colton Haubrich

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS:

Oct 5—6 OPEN

Oct 12—6 OPEN
Oct 19—6 OPEN
Oct 26—6 OPEN
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9:00 AM on Sundays

Livestreamed Sundays at 9:00 am
on Facebook
"Grace Lutheran ELCA, Luverne"
&
on our YouTube channel
gracelutheranluvernemn685@youtube.com

Worship Recordings
On our website at www.graceluverne.org
Click on the Worship tab at the top of the page.
&
On Luverne TV Access Channel
Mondays at 4:30 PM & Fridays at 10:00 AM

Pastor Sarah Zender
pastor. zender @gf ac
Ph 520878 431 efxt.

Erika Bierman
Youth, Family & Music Coordinator
eri ka. bier man@gf ac

Carrie Overgaard
High School Ministry Coordinator
Care and Connection Coordinator
carrie.overgaardif@gr

Kathy Siebenahler
Operations Coordinator
kathy.siebenahl er|@g |

Tylene Jansma
Office Manager
of fice@grace¢l u

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N Kniss Avenue
PO Box 624, Luverne, MN 56156
Phone 507 -283-4431
Website www.graceluverne.org
Email office@graceluverne.org
LinkTree linktr.ee/graceluv


http://www.linktr.ee/graceluv
http://www.graceluverne.org/serve-in-worship/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
ZtAul\clllyMen’s Bible 830 AM él)gﬁ‘llllal_rv://orship
1 PM Pris/Eliz Circle | MissionsIn/ction
5:45—7 PM Supper ]
6:30 PM IGNITE 5 PM Baptism
7 PM AFFIRM of Valerie Sue
7PMGLOW Molbeck
7:15—8 PM Voices of
Grace rehearsal
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
zgUWAEOE&ile Wil +f a@®AM Staffmeeting | 7AM Men’s Bible 8:30AM 10AM Worship
9 AM Worship w/Comm 2:30 PM CYF staff Study Missions In Action | on local TV
10AM Q&A in FelowshipHall | Meeting 5 PM PPC meeting
10 AMFIREFLIES& SPARK | 4:30PM Worship on 5:45—7 PM supper
10:15 AM LITTLE LIGHTS local TV 6:30 PM IGNITE
6:30PM GLOW leaves
Pastor Sarah to Fall Theological Conference for Corn Maze
. 7:15 PM Voices of Grace
ztzlc\j/\l/Falth & Book rehearsal
L+ GUEET Ac |83 geU uflfagE 15 16 17 18
wWEO GEAOU _iaUEg§gCAU 7 AM Men’s Bible 8:30 AM 10AM Worship
9 AM Worship w/Comm 9:30 AM Study Missions In Action | on local TV
10 AM FIREFLIES & SPARK Coffee/Treats
10 AM Parish Care Fall 230PMCYFstaff | 10AM Amazing | {2ge S
i Grays P
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