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Hello Grace Lutheran faith family, 

 

The new calendar year is often a time of reflection and  
direction. We look back and reflect on the year and set 
forth intentions for the next. Although this can happen any 
time, the idea of a fresh, new year unfolding before us as 
we hang up a crisp, unmarked calendar lends itself to new 
possibilities. 

 

I’ve been reflecting on 2024, especially as I celebrated one 
year at Grace Lutheran in December. It was a year FULL of 
“new”. A new call, a new town, a new home, new school, 
new routines, new friends, new, new, new. What an amazing year it was. For me, the best part about the year was 
taking a leap of faith to answer God’s call on my life to become a pastor and serve at Grace Lutheran. It felt like the 
most faithful thing I had ever done and after a year, I believe it has been the best thing I’ve ever done. God’s plans are 
much more amazing that I could have imagined. I get to live into the person and mission that God has designed me to 
be. 

 

And in my faithfulness to God, I feel like the path was made smooth. I found a home that fits my family’s needs so 
well. My kids are thriving in school and made some amazing friends. We have been welcomed into the community 
without reservation. I get to teach and preach and vision and dream and grow in my love of God and others. Zero  
regrets. 

 

In looking towards the next year, I have thought about what feels off-balance. In all of the newness and busyness, I 
see that I have a personal need for more physical wellness and friendship. So, I hope to settle into this new life, allow 
it to deepen, and focus on these areas that need a little nurturing.  

 

In addition, I’ve noticed that God has always been calling me to grow in my ability to lead. The truth is, it’s hard to  
imagine myself as a leader and I haven’t always wanted to be a leader. In this year, I continue to respond to the Holy 
Spirit’s nudges towards embracing God’s direction for my life. It isn’t a “one and done” kind of thing. Answering one 
call just is the next step on life’s journey.  

 

I share these reflections because we are in relationship. My reflection and direction impact this congregation because 
the congregation is an important part of my life. In addition, I need this congregation for me continue to grow in God’s 
plan. My life isn’t just about me, but we. I also like to walk through my own process of reflection and direction to      
encourage others to do the same. I know God calls each of you to take one step towards greater faithfulness, not  
because of salvation or righteousness, but because life grows in depth and abundance when we respond to the Holy 
Spirit’s nudges. The whole of the world makes incremental steps towards God’s kingdom lived out on earth when we 
say “Yes!” 

 

What is God calling you to do next? I’d love to talk about it. There are opportunities at church, of course, but some of 
you are called into serving outside of the church. Perhaps you could use some pastoral support on your journey, and 
I’m here for it. Maybe you are simply curious about how to grow in relationship with our Triune God. I love wondering 
about that with others. 

 

If you don’t know how to hear God’s voice in your life, I hope to help create new ways to grow in this as individuals 
and a community. One way is through gratitude. In thankfulness and praise we enter God’s courts. I am starting a 
Gratitude Facebook group for the month of January 2025. I’d love to have each of you consider joining. I’ll offer a 
short reflection daily and 3 things I’m grateful for, with an invitation to add a comment with three things for which you 
are grateful. Think about it! 

 

Know that wherever you are on this journey called life, I’m praying for you!  

 

May God bless you and keep you this year. May you grow in the gift of faith as God draws you to God’s kingdom 
through Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 

In Christ’s love, 
Pastor Sarah Zender 
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From the President’s Pew   
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Worship service on Jan 5th  
Is in Loving memory of Sam & June Polzin 
From their family 
 

Worship service on Jan 12th  
Is in Loving memory of Elmer Menage 
From Karen and family 
 

Worship service on Jan 19th  
IS AVAILABLE 
 
Worship service on Jan 26th 
Is in Loving memory of Chuck Ebert 
From Terri 

 
 
 

At 9:00 am on Sunday mornings you can 
watch the Livestream from  

our Facebook page:  
Grace Lutheran ELCA, Luverne 

OR  

on our YouTube Channel: 
@gracelutheranluvernemn685 

 

THANK YOU to the January sponsors 
 of our Sunday worship LIVESTREAM 

If you would like to sponsor a  week in memory or in honor of someone,  please contact the office.  Cost is $90. 

In memory of  
 

Betty Hamann 
 

Music 
Hal & Donna Paulson 

 

Youth 
LaJean Lammert 

 

Missions In Action 
Marlyn & Karen Roberts 

 

Undesignated 
Jennifer Polzin 

 

In memory of  
 

Betty Olson 
 

Youth 
Rhonna Jarchow 

 

Missions In Action 
Arlene Bendix 
Karen Menage 

 

Undesignated 
Lona Klosterbuer 
Friends & Family 

 

Memorial Gifts                
Given to                    

Grace Lutheran Church 
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Scan the QR 
Code to easily 

navigate to 
Online Giving on 

our website 

We have 3    

options for    

secure online 

giving through 

our trusted 

partner                

Vanco. 

Go to 
graceluverne.org 

and click the online 
giving icon 

Download                      
the Vanco Mobile 
Faith Engagement 
app to your phone 
(in Google Play or 

Apple App) 

 

 
 

On Wednesdays, now until March 26th, 2025, from 1:00—3:00pm, the church will 
be available to those who are interested in walking in the social hall or walking all 3 floors.     

Come for a short walk or walk for 2 hours.  You do not need to sign up in advance.  

alking arriors 

          Donating Thrivent Choice Dollars 

If you are a Thrivent Policy holder, Thrivent Choice Dollars are available to 

those eligible to designate to a charity of your choice.  If you choose to  

donate Choice  Dollars to Grace Lutheran Church, you simply state that in 

your request. If you are interested in more information, please contact 

your Thrivent representative or you may also use their website at Thrivent.com 

The current deadline for designating Choice Dollars is March 31, 2025.                                                           

You may be eligible to contribute your Choice Dollars on a yearly basis. 

 

“Amazing Grays”     11:00 am,  Tuesday, Jan. 14th  
 

 

Join us for  

Scam Recognition & Prevention  
with Sheriff Evan Verbrugge 

A catered lunch at 12:00 will follow the program.  
Invite a friend and see you on the 14th! 

(sign-up deadline is 12 noon on Mon, Jan 13th) 
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Grace Library January       

      Is... 

Start the new year                                      

with a daily devotional!                                    

The library has a great selection of       

devotional books for adults, teens and 

children.  Stop by the library to check 

them out! 

Meets the 3rd Thursday 
of the month at 6:30pm 

in the church library. 

Our book selection for January is  

A World of Curiosities,                             
by Louise Penny 

Please join us to discuss this mystery                                                                    

at 6:30pm on Thursday, January 16th,  

in the church library. 

This is an informal gathering of individuals who enjoy reading and discussing                       

a variety of books in a comfortable setting. 

 Adult & Children’s            
Devotionals 

 

   All men are invited to attend 

Men’s Bible Study at 

Grace Lutheran 

Our study takes place in the Fel-

lowship Hall                                                                        

every Wednesday morning from 7:00am to 

7:50am.  Hope you can join us! 

Grace’s Parish Care Ministry 
 is sponsoring  

the 1/2 Price Meals  
In January 

at Generations here in Luverne! 
 

Stay tuned for the date and menu. 
To reserve your meal,  

call 507-283-9846  Ext 11   
at least one day in advance. 
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General 

Fund 
  
 

Jan-Nov 2024 
 
 

Income  = $ 425,997.95 
 

Expenses = $ 450,438.67 

 

Income/Loss = $ -24,440.72 

 $-

 $10,000.00

 $20,000.00

 $30,000.00

 $40,000.00

 $50,000.00

 $60,000.00

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

GENERAL FUND Jan-Nov 2024

Actual Income

Actual Expense

Budgeted 

Monthly Income 

 
Greetings from MIA, 
 
Another year has come and gone. It was a good year for Grace Lutheran.    
We have a full staff in the office, new things have been introduced to the  
congregation and seem to be filling a need.  Our membership numbers are 
increasing with people who are finding their place. 
 
MIA has been busy this last year. We have an average attendance of 14 quilters. Some work at home and some 
come in on a Thursday morning to work on making quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  
 
We lost our longest quilter this year. Betty Hamann passed in December. Betty and her mother, Agnes, were 
some of the first people when Day of Doing was formed. Betty was someone that we could depend on. At first 
Betty and her mother brought their own sewing machine –a heavy load. I knew Betty and her family ever since 
I moved to Luverne from Inwood, IA. The last few years I was invited to share a meal after church on Christmas 
Eve. We shared a meal and then I would go home and talked to my family. 
 
I have good memories of all the quilters who have been faithful at quilting. God has blessed me during these 
many years. We still have great quilters to thank for all the time we have, and will continue to have.  
A new year is here and we continue to do God’s work for the many people covered by LWR around the world.   
 
Quilting dates in January are: 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th. 
 
Thought for the month—As you go about your day, make it a point to tell 
someone, “Jesus Loves You.” 
 
God’s blessings, 
Mary Akkerman 
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January Birthdays at Grace! 

 
 

 For registrations & sign-ups    
Go to:  Linktr.ee/graceluv 

 

OR go to www.graceluverne.org and click on 

the LinkTree picture  
 

OR scan the QR code below 
 

 

 

Do you shop at            

Sunshine stores?  

  

 

Our Grace Youth sell Sunshine gift cards and 

earn 5% on the $ value of gift cards sold.                                        

This is a GREAT WAY to support our youth 

program.  The gift cards are available in the 

church office and may be purchased in  $25, 

$50 or $100 increments.   

Stop in and buy some today! 

1st—Dan Dobson, Peyton Haburn, Reagan Jepperson 

   2nd—Charles Fodness, Karen Hardick    

5th—Julie Fick, Nicholas Overgaard, Peggy Fransen, Skyler Wenninger 

6th—Darold Laabs, Elaine Hansen, Emersyn Klosterbuer, Peggy Adams, Randy Richters 

   7th—Loren Overgaard   

8th—Derek Petersen, Mark Gath, Nicole Hoogland 

11th—Chantel Scarset, Lucas Peters,  Mark Kurtz 

12th—Madison Peters, Rurik Rofshus, Mily Smeins 

14th—Averill Sehr, Carol Hatting 

16th—Raymond Hansen, Kaylen Wieneke 

17th—Jennifer Rolfs    

   18th—Jocilyn Oye  19th—Archer Wenninger    

20th—Jennifer Bose  21st—Barb Oldre, Kristi Brandt 

23rd—Jennifer Bakken, Taylor Nelson 

24th—David Iverson, Henry Hartquist, Matthew Kopp, Mitchell Leuthold, Scott Boll 

25th—Jessica Richters, Stacy Kopp, Desiree Meyers-Kopp 

 26th—Faye Bremer, Greta Ahrendt   

27th—Debra Aanenson, Merle Rabenberg 

28th—Dave Svingen, David Olson, Marcus Papik, Tessa Gyberg  

29th—Alexander Kramer 

30th—Hans Bakken, Hilary Deragisch, Margaret Kienast, Mary Akkerman, Teresa Arends 

31st—Connor Bose, Owen Lysne 

http://www.graceluverne.org
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9:00 AM on Sundays 
 

Livestreamed Sundays at 9:00 am 

 on Facebook                                                                 
"Grace Lutheran ELCA, Luverne"                                 

& 
on our YouTube channel 

gracelutheranluvernemn685@youtube.com 
 

 
Worship Recordings 

On our website at www.graceluverne.org         
Click on the Worship tab at the top of the page. 

& 
On Luverne TV Access Channel                                   

Mondays at 4:30 PM & Fridays at 10:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACOLYTES 

Jan 5—Emersyn Klosterbuer, Slaten Jepperson 
Jan 12—Emersyn Klosterbuer, Slaten Jepperson 
Jan 19—Mary Dahl, Slaten Jepperson 
Jan 26—Emersyn Klosterbuer, Charlotte Bierman 

 
 

 

Communion assistants 

      (sign up online at linktr.ee/graceluv) 
 

Jan 5—Lynn Remme, Terri Ebert, Deb Halverson,     
 Nancy Scheidt 
Jan 12—4 OPEN 
Jan 19—4 OPEN 
Jan 26—Lynn Remme, Nancy Scheidt, Deb Halverson, 
 OPEN 

 
 

Greeters 

Jan 5—OPEN 
Jan 12—OPEN 
Jan 19—Dan & Amy Leuthold 
Jan 26—OPEN 

 
 

HEAD Ushers 

Mark & Lisa Lundgren 
 
Student Usher 

Jan 5, 12, 19, 26—Kinser Klosterbuer 
 

 

 

Lectors/Worship Asst’s 

Jan 5—TBD 
Jan 12—TBD 
Jan 19—TBD 
Jan 26—TBD 
 
 

Welcome center 

Jan 5—Kristi Groth 
Jan 12—Kathy Wieneke 
Jan 19—Sandy Klosterbuer 
Jan 26—OPEN 

January 

Grace Lutheran Church 
500 N Kniss Avenue 

PO Box 624, Luverne, MN  56156 
Phone 507-283-4431    

Website  www.graceluverne.org      
Email  graceluverne@iw.net   
LinkTree  linktr.ee/graceluv 

 

Pastor Sarah Zender 
 pastorsarahzender@gmail.com 
 Ph 507-283-4431 ext. 11 
 
Erika Bierman 
 Youth, Family & Music Coordinator 
 luvernegraceyouth@gmail.com  
 
Carrie Overgaard 
 High School Ministry Coordinator 
 carrieovergaard@yahoo.com 
 
Kathy Siebenahler 
 Operations Coordinator 
 kathyjsieb@yahoo.com 
 
Whitney Apel 
 Parish Nurse 
 gracefaithnurse@gmail.com  
 
Tylene Jansma 
 Office Manager 
 graceluverne@iw.net 
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PO Box 624  
500 N Kniss Ave  

Luverne  MN 56156 
 

Phone:  507-283-4431                         Email:  graceluverne@iw.net                      Website:  www.graceluverne.org 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Office Closed 

2 

7 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 
 

8:30 AM 
Missions In Action 
 
 
3:30—4:30 PM 
Reading Buddies 

3 

10 AM   Worship 
on local TV  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

4 

 

5            Epiphany 

 

9 AM Worship w/Comm 
10 AM FIREFLIES & SPARK 
10:15 AM LITTLE LIGHTS 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4:30 PM   Worship 
on local TV  

 

7 

9 AM   Staff meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3:30—4:30 PM 
Reading Buddies 
 

8 

7 AM  Men’s Bible Study 
 
1 PM Prisc/Eliz Circle 
1—3 PM Walking Warriors 
 
 
6 PM IGNITE Supper 
6:30 PM IGNITE  
6:30 PM GLOW Supper 
7 PM GLOW 
7 PM AFFIRM 

9 

8:30 AM 
Missions In Action 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3:30—4:30 PM 
Reading Buddies 
 

 

10 

10 AM   Worship 
on local TV  

 

 

 

 

11 

 
 
 
 
 
 

12     Affirmation of                       
Baptism Milestone 

     

9 AM Worship w/Comm 
10 AM FIREFLIES & SPARK 
10 :15 AM LITTLE LIGHTS 
10 AM Fellowship Brunch 
 
 

5 PM Ministry meetings 
6 PM PPC meeting 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

4:30 PM   Worship 
on local TV  

14 

9 AM   Staff meeting 
 
11 AM Amazing 
Grays  
 
 
 
 
 

3:30—4:30 PM 
Reading Buddies 

15 

7 AM  Men’s Bible Study 
8:15 AM Caring Visitors 
 
 
 
 

1—3 PM Walking Warriors 
 
 
 

6 PM IGNITE Supper 
6:30 PMIGNITE  
6:30 PM GLOW Supper 
7 PM GLOW  

16 

8:30 AM 
Missions In Action 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3:30—4:30 PM 
Reading Buddies 
 

6:30 PM Book 
Club in library 

17 

10 AM   Worship 
on local TV  
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19   Pastries & PJ’s 
 

9 AM Worship w/Comm 
10 AM FIREFLIES & SPARK 
10:15 AM LITTLE LIGHTS 
 
 
 
4 PM Guatemala meeting 
        
 

20 

 

Grace Notes deadline 

 

 
 

4:30 PM   Worship 
on local TV  

 

21 

9 AM   Staff meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
3:30—4:30 PM 
Reading Buddies 

22 

7 AM  Men’s Bible Study 
 
 
 
1—3 PM Walking Warriors 
 
 
 

6 PM IGNITE Supper 
6:30 PMIGNITE  
6:30 PM GLOW Supper 
7 PM GLOW  

23 

8:30 AM 
Missions In Action 
 

9 AM Ministerial 
mtg in Fireside  
 
 
 
3:30—4:30 PM 
Reading Buddies 

24 

10 AM   Worship 
on local TV  

 

 

25 

 

26    2-yr old’s Milestone 

9 AM Worship w/Comm 
10 AM FIREFLIES & SPARK 
10:15 AM LITTLE LIGHTS 
 
 

27 

 

 

 

 

4:30 PM   Worship 
on local TV  

28 

8:30 AM Grace 
Notes assembly 

9 AM   Staff meeting 

 
 
 
 
 

3:30—4:30 PM 
Reading Buddies 

29 

7 AM  Men’s Bible Study 
 
1—3 PM Walking Warriors 
 
 
 

6 PM IGNITE Supper 
6:30 PMIGNITE  
6:30 PM GLOW Supper 
7 PM GLOW  

30 

8:30 AM 
Missions In Action 
 
 
 
3:30—4:30 PM 
Reading Buddies 

31 

10 AM   Worship 
on local TV  

 

January 2025 
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